
PHI 2383 B Great Philosophers, Winter 2012

Tuesday, 10:00-11:30; Thursday, 8:30-10:00; Macdonald Hall 121

Professor Laura Byrne

Office: Arts 208

Office hours: Wednesdays, 10:30 to 12:30

E-mail: lbyrne@uottawa.ca
Teaching assistant(s):  TBA

Course Description: This course will consider works by the major modern philosophers from Descartes to Kant.  Emphasis will be placed on careful reading of some of the philosophical classics of the period, discussion of the philosophical problems they address, and critical reflection on the arguments they contain.

Workload and Evaluation: There will be two tests (see below for dates) and a final examination.  One test is worth 25% of the final grade, the other is worth 35%.  The higher percentage will be assigned to each student’s higher test grade.  The final examination is worth 40%.  The professor cannot defer a test or examination for a student who has missed a deadline with Access Service. A Make-up Test will be held in class (see below for date).  Only students who have missed a test because of illness or other exceptional reasons, such as a family emergency, may write the Make-up Test.  Reasons such as travel, work, oversleeping, desiring a higher grade, or an error in reading the schedule are not acceptable. A doctor’s note or other suitable documentation must be provided if a student is to write the Make-Up Test. The same considerations apply to deferred examinations or to tests rescheduled because of unforeseen events such as inclement weather or illness on the part of the professor.  The Make-up Test will cover all of the material covered by Test One and Test Two.  All students must write two tests in total: students who write the Make-up Test because they were absent from one test must still write the other remaining test.  For example, if you miss Test One and write the Make-up Test as a result, you still must also write Test Two.  Students who are not writing the Make-up Test will be excused from class that day.  

If you have any questions about the grading of your work by the teaching assistant, you should speak to the teaching assistant first. If you are not satisfied with the response you receive, you may appeal the matter to me by submitting your views in writing along with your work. I will review your work and make sure that it receives the proper grade. 

All requests for reviews of Test One must be submitted to me by the day of Test Two.  All requests for reviews of Test Two must be submitted to me no later than the last day of classes. 

Class Attendance:  All students are expected to attend class unless they are ill or experiencing other difficulties such as a family emergency.  Students who are absent from class are responsible for catching up by consulting the material posted on Virtual Campus, borrowing notes from other students, and so on.  

In Class: Philosophy is an activity as well as a subject matter.  Discussion is philosophy’s laboratory.  Consequently, questions and discussion are encouraged.  Students should listen attentively to one another’s questions and remarks.  Students are asked not to chat while the class is in progress or engage in other activities that disturb the class.  Cell phones should be switched to off or vibrate. These rules are meant to ensure a classroom atmosphere conducive to learning.  Students who choose not to follow them will be asked to leave the classroom.

Virtual Campus Postings:  Students experiencing difficulties with postings on Virtual Campus should request assistance via the Support Form link on Virtual Campus.

E-mail: The professor can answer brief, administrative questions by e-mail. Please include your student number in your e-mail message.  All messages sent to the professor must contain your full name and course and section number in the subject line. Questions about course content must be addressed to the professor in person.  

All e-mail correspondence from the University of Ottawa is sent to students via their official university e-mail. It is the students’ responsibility to check their university e-mail account on a regular basis. The professor can only answer e-mail sent from a University of Ottawa e-mail account.  

Reporting Grades:  Graded tests will be returned in class.  Students who are not in class that day may pick up their graded tests during office hours.  Grades are not reported on Virtual Campus.  Questions about grades must be addressed to the professor in person as she cannot discuss or report grades by e-mail. 

Texts (Available at the University Bookstore)

Ariew, Roger and Eric Watkins, eds., Modern Philosophy: An Anthology of Primary 
Sources, Second Edition (Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing company, Inc., 2009).   
(Referred to as “A&W” in the Reading List)

Spinoza, Baruch. Ethics, Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect and Selected Letters. Trans. Samuel Shirley. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1992.  (Referred to as “BSp” in the Reading List)

Course Schedule

	Week
	 

	Week 1:  Jan. 9-13
	Monday, Jan. 9: Courses begin.

	Week 2:  Jan. 16-20
	

	Week 3:  Jan.  23-27
	

	Week 4: Jan. 30-Feb. 3
	

	Week 5:  Feb. 6-10
	

	Week 6:  Feb. 13-17
	Test ONE: Tuesday, Feb. 14, in class

	Week 7:  Feb. 20-24
	Study Break

	Week 8:  Feb. 27-March 2
	

	Week 9: March 5-9


	

	Week 10:  March 12-16
	March16: Last day to withdraw from a course without reimbursement: Withdrawal from a course after the date indicated will appear as a failure on the transcript.

	Week 11:  March 19-23


	Test TWO:  Tuesday, March 20, in class

Tuesday, March 20: Last day to submit a written request to the Professor to review Test One grades.

	Week 12:  March 26-30


	

	Week 13: April 2-6


	Make-up Test: Tuesday, April 3, in class

Friday, April 6: Easter Break

	Week 14:  April 9-13


	Monday, April 9: Easter Break

Tuesday, April 10: Courses End

Tuesday, April 10: Students must follow their Friday course schedule.

Tuesday, April 10: Last day to submit a written request to the Professor to review Test Two grades.


Reading List

	Descartes
	Meditations on First Philosophy, A&W, pp. 35-68

Galileo, The Assayer, “Corpuscularianism,” A&W, p. 21-24



	Spinoza
	Treatise on the Emendation of the Intellect, BSp, 233-236  

Ethics, BSp, 31- 223

Ep. 32; Ep. 58



	Locke
	Locke, Essay Concerning Human Understanding, A&W, pp. 316 – 328; pp. 331 – 334, pars. 7, 8, 9, 10, 15, 16; p. 357, pars. 1, 2.



	Hume
	Hume, Inquiry, Sec. 2, 3, 4, 5 (Part 1), 7 (Part 1) 



	Kant


	Kant, Critique of Pure Reason, A&W, Kant, p. 721; p. 740-741; p. 760 – 761,  (B195 [from 3 lines above] to A157 [to 9 lines below]; pp. 788 – 798; Extra readings may be assigned if time permits. 



	If Time Permits: Leibniz
	Monadology, A&W, pp. 275 – 283.





