Philosophy 1301: Mind, World, and Knowledge
Study Guide for Midterm Exam
Professor Ferguson
Instructions
The midterm exam for Philosophy 1301B will take place in our classroom on Wednesday, Feb. 12, from 8:30-9:55. On the exam you will be asked to explain or describe a number of different concepts, theories, doctrines, arguments or issues that we have discussed in the course so far. Each of your answers should be about 3/4 to 1 page in length (about 200 words). There will be some choice (perhaps 6 out of 8) but not much. The topics will all be selected from the list below.
List of Topics
1) Describe four important features of philosophy as an intellectual discipline.
2) What are the three main stages of the Scientific Revolution of the 17th Century?  (Describe each stage briefly, but clearly.)
3) Describe Descartes’ main epistemological project in the Meditations, including the role played in it by the method of doubt. 
4) Do you think it is actually possible to carry out Descartes’ main epistemological project in the Meditations. Why or why not?
5) What is Descartes’ famous Cogito argument, and how convincing is it as a response to the scepticism of Meditation 1? 
6) What is the foundationalist theory of knowledge, and what is the regress argument in support of it? 
7) What is the coherence theory of knowledge, and how plausible is it? Support your view by argument.
8) Describe Descartes’ attempt to prove (starting from the foundation of direct knowledge) that most of his common sense beliefs about the world must be true.
9) Describe Bertrand Russell’s account of how we can know that the external world exists.
10) How convincing is G.E. Moore’s “common sense refutation” of Cartesian scepticism?
11) Describe what was referred to in class as the pragmatic, or contextualist, response to Cartesian scepticism. How convincing is it?
12) What are the main differences between the two philosophical outlooks known as rationalism and empiricism?
13) Describe Locke’s critique of the doctrine of innate ideas.
14) Explain as clearly as you can Locke’s view about how our ideas, or concepts, can be derived from experience. (To answer this question, you need to discuss the distinction between simple and complex ideas.)
15) Describe in detail the disagreement between Descartes and Locke about whether the idea of God can be derived from experience. With whom do you agree? Support your view by argument.
16) Explain clearly Locke’s account of secondary qualities as causal powers.  What is Locke’s purpose in developing this account?
17) Describe Chomsky’s theory that there is a universal grammar. 
18) Describe three types of evidence (or argument) which have been offered in support of Chomsky’s theory that our capacity for language is innate.
19) Explain clearly Hume’s argument to show that there are no necessary connections between causes and their effects.
20) Explain how, according to Hume, we form, or arrive at, the idea that there are necessary connections between causes and their effects.
21) What is Hume’s “constant conjunction”, or regularity, account of causation? How plausible is it? Defend your view by argument.
