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The First Decade of Soviet Communism

Creation of Russian Communist Party in March 1918; after Bolsheviks=Communists—renaming of state in 1922: USSR (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)
· The Bolsheviks faced many challenges once they came to power  had to extend their power over the vast empire not just the capital cities 
· Coming out of the four years of the war, it was a difficult task 
· Their first experience of government, is during a civil war (trying to maintain power while creating a new society)
· Faced with remaking everything anew (rather than building on things and changing) trying to maintain a state that had never been done before 
· The leaders believed that young people were an important basis for the new regime (they had less experience with the old regime) if they were taught communism early, a powerful group of supportive people could be created 

Thinking about the Russian Civil War and its Significance 
· Broke out in the summer of 1918 
· The Bolsheviks and their Red Army fought a coalition of the White Army
· Red Army (Blosheviks) vs. White Army (domestic foreign forces trying to overthrow the Bolshevik government)
· When the war began, they actually controlled a very small part of Russian territory (fighting to stay in power and to expand) 
·  The Red Army faced serious challenges: 
· The fact that there was a new war after going through the first world war was not met with much excitement (lack of enthusiasm)
· The Red Army soon became so big it was hard to supply it with materials that were needed (food, fuel, machine guns, etc.)
· Illness and disease that swept through the army (more soldiers died from disease than fighting during the civil war)
· Used terror as a weapons (murdered and raped their opponents) 
· Cheka (Bolshevik police force) – executed people, arrested, took hostages (lots of violence)
· Result was widespread destruction and devastation
· War brought industry to an almost standstill 
· About 20 million Russians died by the end of the war  

Creating a New Regime under Lenin
· Trying to create a new state and economy, new men and women, a new way for society to be organized, trying to end the class system and put the working class in place

A. The Economy: from war communism to NEP (New Economic Policy) 
· Going from capitalist way of organizing the economy to communists way
· Communism meant collective ownership not private ownership (state would over take collective ownership and run it themselves)
· War communism  use the war to being communism 
· Put everything under state control, nationalizing industry 
· Nationalize trade 
· Peasants were making it difficult because they were not making the food and supplies that were needed, so the army was sent in to take them
· Government decided to get rid of war communism and start NEP (a partial return to capitalism)
· Was met with great disappointment because it was a way of backpedaling
 
B. The Political Sphere 
· The party would be in total control (rested with the Bolshevik party) 
· The Soviet Union was what many call a political state
· Meant that there would eventually only be one party and that there was no political debate between other parties (however there was debate between Bolshevik leaders)
· Lenin pushed for unity within the party 

C. Society
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The Soviet Union form Lenin to Stalin

Building a Communist Society and Culture
· Trying to build a communist culture and create a revolutionary society
· Society with less class segregation, new law system, and new attitudes towards sexuality
· The early promise of the revolution does not pan out the same way when looking at women
· Changes between the classes:
· The Socialists were not trying to create a democratic system where people were equal in front of the law, they felt that workers were oppressed in these societies  wanted to reverse the patterns of inequality (put higher class members on the bottom and workers to the top)
· Trying to create a worker’s state (workers were given he most opportunity in this state
· Created a new legal system and created laws to give the majority working party the power to judge 
· Ways class determined things in the new state:
· Depending on your class, decided what opportunities you could have 
· Social origin determined who got to attend university, the best housing, decent food rations, who got the best jobs, and who got to vote (meant workers got all of these)
· In this worker’s state members of the former upper class were named class enemies (might have their house or state taken away)
· Many people left the countries for big cities (Ex. Berlin and Paris)
· The young people tried to develop a new class identity (into workers who could benefit in the new state)
· Young people from former upper class faced a lot of challenges (proletariats)
· ***Both Nazi and Bolsheviks made young people central to the new types of states they were trying to create (old people had been educated in the old regime, new people were not loyal to the old regime and could be taught, also seemed willing to embrace radical projects which could be very useful to those trying to unleash forces and move a country in a certain direction)
· Once a regime came into power young people would be educated by:
· School (regime would re-plan the curriculum to teach about ideology) 
· When they were old enough, some could go into youth organizations (ex. Komsomol) 
· Public rituals were another way to educate people not just the youth
· Some designed to replace religion 
· Octobering  communist equivalent of baptism of young people 
· Creating new cultural forms in which people saw themselves as communists and would follow communists into moving towards a communist state
· Emergence of other communist parties taking their example of Russia

Stalin’s Rise to Power
· Consolidated power in the late 1920s and remained the unchallenged leader until his death in 1950
· The Purges  first turned on members of his own party then others (some shot outright or sent to prisons (Gulag)
· Led the Soviets through WWII, and its recognition it as one of the world powers  
· Stalin becomes important as Lenin’s health deteriorated  led to power struggle within Bolshevik party on who would lead (Polithuro)
· Stalin came out on top against the struggle against Trotsky, used his position as secretary to solidate his power, then began to get rid of all opponents 

Stalin and the Soviet Economy

a. The Road to Socialism
· To build socialism, the Bolsheviks believed they had to industrialize
· Stalin believed Russia had to keep up and not move backward the way the Bolsheviks wanted 
· Debated how the regime should approach the peasantry (important because it produced the food that was needed in the country and that was needed to be exported) 
· Some leading Bolsheviks said the peasants should be encouraged and make the work appealing, others wanted to force them to do what the regime wanted  route Stalin chose 

b. Collectivization
c. Industrialization
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