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In pen please answer each question on the pages of this test. If you need more space for your answer, please use the reverse side of the page.
I. Present the following arguments in standard form and provide a diagram for each. You may want to keep in mind that you may have to reformulate some claims, that explanations may occur, and that noise or redundancies may arise in some arguments. The value of each question is noted in parentheses.  

1. I don’t think I should vote for any independent candidate in the next election. Independents never win, and I want the person I vote for to win. Also, independent candidates have a tendency to be a little wacky. And we definitely don’t need any more wacky politicians in power. (3)
Standard Form:

1. Independents never win.
2. I want the person I vote for to win.

3. Independent candidates have a tendency to be a little wacky.
4. We definitely don’t need any more wacky politicians in power.
----------------------------------------------------------------
5. I don’t think I should vote for any independent candidate in the next election.
Diagram:

1     2          3     4
   \                    /
     \                 /
       \              /
             5
2. Most atheists are liberals, and George is an atheist. Thus, George is probably a liberal. Therefore, George is probably in favour of increased social benefits because most liberals are in favour of increased social benefits. (4)
1. Most atheists are liberals.

2. George is an atheist.
3. George is probably a liberal. 1, 2
4. Most liberals are in favour of increased social benefits.
5. George is probably in favour of increased social benefits. 3, 4
1      2
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       5
II. For each of the following (1) identify which of the three nondeductive arguments that we considered in chapter three is used. Next, (2) state whether or not the argument is successful or unsuccessful. (3) If the argument is successful, provide an explanation for why it is so. Or if the argument is unsuccessful, provide a brief explanation for why it is not. Each is worth 2 marks.

1. Professors at this university are not grading as strictly as they used to. They now give Bs for work that once would have earned Cs. The grading standards at Canadian universities are dropping dramatically.

Inductive Generalization
Unsuccessful: Just because professors at this university aren’t grading as strictly as they used to, does not mean that the grading standards at Canadian universities are dropping dramatically. Or, the particular or sample is not representative of the general.
2. Recent results from the census conducted by Statistics Canada show that well over 80 per cent of Canadians live in cities. You’re a Canadian, so chances are quite likely that you live in a city.

Statistical Syllogism
Successful: Stats Can is a reliable source, and if 80% of Canadians live in a city, then it’s quite plausible that one lives in a city. 

III. For the argument below, in the space provided for on the right, use the valid argument forms to show how the conclusion follows from the premises by a series of valid inferences. In other words, add the line or lines necessary to demonstrate the proper valid inferences. Be sure to cite the lines from which each inference follows and give its justification. This question is worth four marks.

E → ~P

M

V v E

M → ~V

-----------

~P

1. E → ~P

2. M

3. V v E

4. M → ~V

5. ~V 

2, 4 MP

6. E

3, 5 DS

7. ~P

1, 6 MP

IV. Draw a Venn diagram for each categorical syllogism and state whether the argument is valid or invalid. Each is worth two marks.

1. All things describable by science are predictable events. No free decisions are things describable by science. Thus, no free decisions are predictable events.

2. Some coerced decisions are not free choices, and some desires are free choices. Therefore, some desires are coerced decisions.

3. No free choices are caused occurrences. Some natural processes are not caused occurrences. Consequently, some natural processes are not free choices.

V. Analyze the following causal argument. (1) Identify the conclusion and (2) say whether the argument appeals to the method of agreement, the method of difference, the joint method of agreement and difference, or the method of concomitant variation. (3) Briefly explain whether the argument is strong or weak.  This is worth three marks.

1. The price of a barrel of oil on the world market has gone over $100 only 15 times in the last 30 years. Sometimes major world economies were in recession, and sometimes they weren’t. Sometimes there was an increase in the average fuel consumption of cars; sometimes not. The only constant has been war or a threat of war, which leads one to conclude that war or the threat of it causes oil to go over $100 a barrel.

1) Conclusion: War or the threat of it causes oil to go over $100 a barrel.

2) The Method of Agreement
3) The argument is strong: There seems to be ample evidence for the causal relation between war or the threat of it causing oil to go over $100 a barrel.

VI. Evaluate the following argument by analogy, indicating (1) the things (instances) being compared, (2) the relevant similarities mentioned or implied, (3) whether diversity among multiple cases is a significant factor, (4) the conclusion, and (5) whether the argument is strong or weak. This is worth three marks.

1. I do not allow my dog to run around the neighborhood getting into trouble, so why shouldn’t I enforce a 7 pm curfew on my 16-year old daughter? I am responsible for keeping my daughter safe, as well as responsible for what she might do when she is out; just like my dog. My dog stays in the yard, and I want my daughter to stay in the house. This was I know exactly what both are doing. Accordingly, I am justified in imposing a curfew on my daughter.

1) A dog and a daughter.
2) Both are thought of as being the responsibility of adults.
3) Not a factor, diversity among cases.

4) I am justified in imposing a curfew on my daughter.

5) Not strong for the obvious reason that a 17-year old daughter is very different than a pet dog.
VII. At the top of the next page you will find the 18 fallacies that we have considered in class. On this page insert the letter on the space provided that corresponds to the fallacy’s proper definition or example. Each is worth 0.5 marks. Do not physically tear away any of the stapled pages.
0.5 marks for each correct fallacy that is identified.

1. The fallacy sometimes referred to as arguing in a circle is the fallacy of _G__.

2. The fallacy of rejecting a claim by criticizing the person who makes it rather than the claim itself is known as _K__.

3. The fallacy of arguing that a claim must be true merely because a substantial number of people believe it is known as _D__.

4. A type of ad hominem or against the person fallacy that argues that a claim must be true (or false) just because the claimant is hypocritical is called _i__.

5. John had a coffee before getting an “A+” on his test. Therefore, it was the coffee that caused him to get an “A+” on his test. This would be an example of which fallacy? __c__   
6. The fallacy that involves arguing that a lack of evidence proves something is known as __h__.

7. When a claim comes from someone deemed to be an expert who in fact is not an expert, we commit the fallacy known as the _n__.

8. The fallacy that, among other things, involves peer pressure is known as __m__.

9. The fallacy that is committed when a conclusion is made about a whole group based on an inadequate sample of the group is known as the __J__.
10. The fallacy of attempting to get an answer to a question that assumes the truth of an unproved assumption is known as the __f__.

11. The fallacy that involves a refusal to examine an argument seriously and evaluate it fairly is known as the __r__
12. The fallacy that consists of redefining a crucial term in a claim to avoid acknowledging a counter-example that would falsify the claim is known as the _q__.

13. The fallacy that uses highly charged words to assume the truth of a conclusion is known as _o__.
14. The fallacy that argues, without good reasons that taking a particular step will inevitably lead to a further, undesirable step (or steps) is known as the _a__. 
15. The fallacy that involves distorting, weakening, or oversimplifying someone’s position so that it can be more easily attacked or refuted is known as the _l__.

16. The fallacy that allows someone defending a claim to dodge a counter-example is known as the _p_.
17. The fallacy that asserts that there are only two alternatives to consider in some issue when there are actually more than two is known as the _b__.

18. The fallacy that thinks that previous events can influence the probabilities in the random event at hand is known as the __e_. 

NAMES OF FALLACIES:
a. Slippery Slope


b. False Dilemma

c. False Cause
d. Appeal to General Belief

e. Gambler’s Fallacy

f. Loaded Question

g. Begging the Question

h. Appeal to Ignorance
i. You Too

j. Hasty Generalization

k. Against the Person

l. Straw Man

m. Appeal to Popular Attitudes
n. Appeal to Inappropriate
o. Loaded Words

and Emotions



Authority

p. Exception that Proves the

q. Definitional Dodge

r. Pooh-Pooh
Rule

VIII. For each of the following identify the one fallacy that best addresses the passage. Each is worth one mark.

1. Horoscopes do predict the future. Millions of people read them every day, and millions of people wouldn’t be wrong.

Appeal to General Belief

2. Using animals in medical experiments is a horrific, barbaric practice! The poor creatures are tortured, maimed, and murdered all in the name of science. What did those cute little fuzzy mice, or funny monkeys ever do to us? It is an insane outrage!

Loaded Words

3. I’ve bombed on my three tests during the term. I guess I’m due to get an A+ on the final exam!
Gambler’s Fallacy
4. You really shouldn’t eat that chip. You will just want another and another, and you will end up eating the whole bag. Then you will want a bag every day. Your arteries will clog, and you will have a heart attack within months.

Slippery Slope
5. It is immoral to eat meat because it is unethical to use animals for food.

Begging the Question
6. The existence of ghosts has never been disproved. Therefore ghosts do exist.

Appeal to Ignorance

7. A student group has formed to lobby for more vegetarian choices in the college cafeteria. This group will never succeed because they’ll never get every other student to become a vegetarian.

Straw Man
8. Alex argued forcefully against the expansion of the highway, but you shouldn’t listen to her; after all, she had her license suspended for speeding.

Against the Person
9. 
A: “The Ottawa Senators have lost seven of eight of their last games. They’re losers”.


B: “Hey, they beat Florida last night”.


A: “That’s just the exception that proves my 
point”.

Exception that Proves the Rule
10. The last time that it snowed at night I overslept the next morning. It’s forecasted to snow tonight, so I’m bound to oversleep tomorrow morning.

False Cause
11. My barber told me that Einstein’s general theory of relativity is a lot of hogwash. I guess Einstein wasn’t as smart as everybody thinks he was.

Appeal to Inappropriate Authority
12. Either those lights you saw in the sky were alien spacecrafts (UFOs) or you were hallucinating. You obviously weren’t hallucinating. So they had to be UFOs.

False Dilemma
13. Have you stopped cheating on your test?

Loaded Question
14. Smith: Don’t you know that cheating on tests is wrong?

Jones: How dare you tell me that, you admitted you cheated throughout your undergrad degree!

You too
15. Don’t go down to River Road. I was down there once and got mugged. They’re all thieves down there.

Hasty Generalization
16. We don’t have to waste time dealing with Miss Jones’ claims about women not being promoted to executive positions. She’s just giving us more of the usual feminist wish-wash.

Pooh-pooh
17. I can’t believe you’re going to the library to study tonight! It’s Friday. All the cool kids in the residence are going to think that you are a nerd! 

Appeal to Popular Attitudes and Emotions
18. A doctor without knowledge of philosophy has no right to call himself a doctor.

Definitional Dodge
19. Everyone is telling me that the third test will be easy. Guess it will be a piece of cake!  
Appeal to General Beliefs
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