The Narrative of Cabeza de Vaca
1527-1536

-Used as a way to retrace geographic terrain.
-Information that is presented to the king/court for future expeditions.
-The later translation became more of an entertainment book.
-Narratives are imposed on reality for someone’s benefit.
-Reality is fundamentally contested and constructed.
-Fundamentally, narratives give us knowledge, knowledge that builds perspectives of reality. 
-Three basic orientation toward reality: archaic (magic); religious; scientific/technological. 


-Cabeza de Vaca came from a respected family of noblemen.
-He fought wars in the Mediterranean in the 1520s as a young man.
-He published two texts in his lifetime the first appeared in 1542 and is addressed primary to the Emperor Charles II, King of Spain.
-The 1555 edition is aimed at a larger popular readership and is designed into chapters. 


-Oral records were taken from the survivors and compiled in court records Oviedo y Valdes and others. 
-Many of these documents have been lost, including the ‘joint report’, a testament by all four survivors about their experiences during their eight-year ordeal. 
-A map on p 38-39.
-The story provides crucial geographic information to Charles V and his court
-It gives crucial ethnographic information and description of regional wealth  (or its lack). 
-Encounter narratives describe initial reactions between European explorers and colonists with the unknown peoples and regions they encounter. 
-It is also a conversion narrative.
-While on page 66, Cabeza de Vaca describes himself as someone who takes captives (in this case women and children) he eventually becomes captive to native people in the vicinity of present day Galveston Island SHIFT OF PERSPECTIVE).
-Winds up getting his own ass enslaved and experiences what he’d been making others experience. 


-The text is read today as a historical document.
-It provides geographers with ways of comparing current environments.
It’s also a literary document that shows strategies of address, description, narrative composition, and religious transformation in context of alien encounter. 

-The narrative also accounts for confrontations of basic differences of perceptions of reality. The archaic cultures of the New World contrasted with the religious and scientific orientations of Europe. 
-It engages religious identity in the exploration and encounter of the New World. 
-Catholicism, the growth of empire, new technology and the archaic culture of the New World. 
-On page 54 Cabeza de Vaca writes “The next day the governor raised the standard on Your Majesty’s behalf and took possession of the land in Your royal name and presented his orders and was obeyed as governor just as Your Majesty commanded.”

*Shamanistic 

-Rhetorical appeals “logos, pathos, ethos”
-Text is addressed to specific person
‘It’s a text that may lead to future actions

*Spanish bodies in crates 55-56
*Pleasure of God 76
*Description of shamans 93
*Reunited with Dorontes, Castillo and Estevanico 99-100

Using and Framing Direct Quotations

-Quotations can add authority persuasion and strength to your argument
-Not all evidence needs to be presented in the form of direct quotation
-You must give your source credit for any of their ideas or significant wording
-Give context: Although Cabeza de Vaca acted as a healer on his journey to Mexico for the native peoples he represented himself as a good Christian who “entrusted them to God our Lord.” 

“We laughed about this,” said de Vaca. “It was a mockery and that we did not know how to cure.” (93).
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