
The sub-fields of political science 

Political Thought:

· Normative political philosophy and empirically oriented theory 
· Political philosophy concerns itself with the ends of purposes of political action and addresses normative issues. Ex. What is a good citizen?
· Western Political thought is derived from 5 major historical periods: classical, medieval, enlightenment, late modern thought and contemporary political theory 
· Non-western examples: Buddhism 
Comparative Politics 

· Studies different political systems in the world, comparing diff. Forms of government and functions in order to develop an understanding of some of the worlds diverse political structures and practices 
· Debate on which sub-field (ex. Political culture etc.) should concentrate on which area of study 
· It s further divided into the study of developing societies and of advanced industrial notations 
Canadian/ Domestic Politics 

· Focus on own country 
· Domestic politics is parallel to comparative politics 
International relations 

· Deals with domestic politics of different countries and studies the relationships between different states and their foreign policies 
· Dominant schools of thought include realism and neo-realism, liberalism and neo-liberalism, feminism etc. 
Definitions of politics 

· The subject matter of the discipline of Political Science; great variety of human interactions 
· The authoritative allocation of resources, can be found in all organizations; groups called para-political organization 
Political Science: allows us to be better informed about how people govern themselves, how politics are made, how we can improve our government policies at the local, state, national and international levels  

· Revolves around the discussion of central concepts such as government, power, conflict state, state-society relations and public policy 
1) Collective decision-making (Aristotle) 

Plato and Aristotle: writings laid the foundations of political enquiry, introducing us to both a philosophical and scientific understanding of the political and what it ought to be

St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Augustine: relationship between politics and religion

· The medieval periods witnessed political contests between Catholic church and the monarchy as well as feudal lords and monarchs on the other 
· Though many changes throughout the years with politics, we still speak sovereignty in Bodin’s terms 
· The American and French Revolution were principles of individuals rights, liberty and equity 
· Since the end of the cold war, democracy has emerged as by far the most acceptable government 
2) Institutions 

- The US has had major influence on defining political science and is largely based on an explanation and understanding of the legal and institutional aspects of government 

3)Distribution 

Political Science: The study of the governmental processes- the dynamics and institutions of public governance 

- The study of politics, where politics is the process of making binding decisions to allocate scarce resources within the society
Authoritative allocation of values (David Easton) 

- Binding decisions made by a government to distribute scarce resources 

Who gets what, when and how ? (Lasswell); Conflict

· Emerges in society through the competition for scarce resources and through competition for differing goals and values 
· In a society, different individuals are competing for the same resources; economic or social 
· Political leaders compete for decisions for positions of political power so that they can influence the allocation of resources in conformity with their ideological positions 
· Directly related to the exercise of power. Power enables the government to make binding decisions to allocate score values 
4) Power 
· Power: the ability of a person to make the others do something that they might not otherwise do 
· 3 variants of power: influence, coercion and authority (greatest significance for political governance) 
Influence and Coercion: have limited value in governance, used extensively in all political systems 

· A government can influence members of society to do something, but they don’t have to obey 
· Coercion uses force for citizens to obey orders 
Authority: The ability to command, vested in individuals by virtue of their office 

· Political systems use to make binding decisions regarding allocations of resources 
· It is only possible if it is accompanied by legitimacy (response to a claim)
· For success to occur, it must be obeyed 
Traditional Authority: Based on inheritance of a position such as a heredity monarchy 

- A system legitimated by the sanction and prestige of tradition 
Charismatic Authority: Based on extraordinary qualities and mission of the charismatic leader 

Legitimacy of authority is possible bc the followers believe in that mission and those qualities 
Legal Authority: The rule of law determinants who exercises power. 

· The obedience of the citizens and their acceptance of governmental decisions. 
· A response to authority 

