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Discourse and Identity

-there is debate whether or not identity is prior to experience or whether there are certain elements that determine it. What is the relationship between discourse/experience/identity?
	-what is common sense? What do people take for granted? What is normative behaviour?
-what role does agency and structure play in the construction of identity?
	-what is the relationship between identity/discourse/ideology?
	-how do economics play a role?
-is identity formulated through distinctions from others or an other?
	-how do people categorize themselves and others?
	-social identity theory?
-is identity a performance to be interpreted by others?
	-performance, surveillance, etc
[bookmark: _GoBack]-is identity something you own and something you can work on?
	-self-help
	-reason and discipline of the mind or body
-what is the relationship between subjective identity and intersubjective social?
	-psyche vs. socialization
	-agency
-how is identity maintained, reproduced, and normalized?
	-through discourse, language, and symbolic order
	-through socialization
	-through positive and negative reinforcement (ideology)
	-through agreed upon norms and values

Paradigm Shifts and “The Self”
-prior to the 15th and 16th centuries, the people who thought about the above questions were academics, clergymen, etc and those who were not of that hierarchy (the illiterate/poor) were not thinking about identity
	-but the majority of the people were not thinking about the self

-the enlightenment self
	-the printing press, academia, secular texts, Descartes (who said there was a key separation of mind and body, rationality and reason), John Locke (who talked about property and objective observation, empirical evidence will aid with the finding of reason and understanding it), reason is VERY important
-the romantic self
	-backlash/response to the enlightenment due to nature being very important destiny is important, emotions, feelings, etc self-help idea emerged (you can better yourself using techniques to read your highest potential and that is your destiny)
-the psychodynamic self
	-turn of the century brought Sigmund Freud who said people are driven by their subconscious not reason, advertising an PR emerge to promote the bettering of oneself, therapy to help better understand people (identity is something you can work on)
	-critiques: knowing peoples’ subconscious desires. There are different definitions of what is normative
-the postmodern self
	-there is no self without other people, without subjectivity there is no self, you construct your own identity, many thinkers think that you construct yourself through discursive categories

Discourse
-Foucault said discourse was to be treated as the general domain of all statements, an individualizable group of statements, and a regulated practice that accounts for a number of statements

-discursive field: the parameter defining a particular subject matter in terms of how it is thought of and talked about
-discourse can be general, can be just talking, or can be specific 

Key Concepts
-hyperreality: the creation by media processes of an autonomous realm governed by “the sign” or image which dismantles the distinction between reality and representation
	-something is “so real” that we don’t know which is real anymore
	-a very stretched example is an Eiffel Tower in Las Vegas


-essentialism vs. constructionism
	-essentialism is the idea that there are essential and noble characters about someone that makes them who they are (a woman makes a great caregiver, men are better with directions, etc) so identity is to locate identity inside persons as a product of minds, cognition, the psyche, and socialization practices
	-constructionism is the idea that identity is a socially constructed category and it is whatever people agree to be in any given historical and cultural context


-agency vs. structure (psychic or economic)
	-agency: when people are able to make decisions about matters that affect their lives
	-structure: ???


-identity politics: mobilization of essentialized identity categories (eg. Caucasian), generally by traditionally marginzalized groups
	-Stuart Hall described it as a “temporary attachment” that may be evoked as a resource
	-the appointment of identity categories for social change
	-critique: the idea that these characteristics exist through biology


-Panopticon (idea by Michel Foucault): there are jail cells surrounding a tower… and there may be guards inside the tower, but you would never know, so you don’t know when you’re being observed
	-you only need a bit of power to control people


The Subconscious in Communication
-Edward Bernays is the “father” of modern public relations
	-worked for the committee for Public Information (in WWI)
	-wrote books about opinion and propaganda
	-3rd party validation: testimonials and experts that we trust (opinion leaders) that are used to appeal to the subconscious
		-“Torches of Freedom” was a parade where he used high class women to march smoking
			-made smoking feminine

-Joseph Goebbels was in charge of propaganda during the Nazi regime
	-used the same tactics as Bernays
-“Triumph of the Will” in 1935 was a nationalist propaganda project commissioned by Hitler that showed kids playing a lot, a happy future, a fun Nazi regime


