
Chapter 1
Definition of Sociology – The study of social behaviour and relationships. Explains why members of some groups behave differently than members of other groups.

Modern development of sociology is due to the: 

•
Industrial Revolution and French revolution
Both lead to changes and growth of trade and cities as well as a new organization of work.
Early Sociologists

Auguste Comte – credited by some as the “founder” of sociology. Sociologists would be “priests” to guide society.

Emile Durkheim—society was like the human body: various segments work for the whole.

Karl Marx—societies are founded on power, coercion and conflict
Functionalism

Function: social arrangements exist because they benefit society.

Equilibrium: stability based on balance among parts and consensus.

Dysfunctions: problems that occur

Development: progress through differentiation to develop new forms and their integration.
Conflict Theory

Power: holds society together

Conflict: society’s natural state

Bourgeoisie: (owners of capital) dominate

Proletariat: (workers)

Revolution was the means of change
Symbolic Interactionism Micro (small-scale) perspective

· Emphasizes subjective over objective

· Behaviour and attitudes depend on how people construct their social world

Agents: individuals have goals and pursue them

Mead: people interact by strings of symbols, e.g., Language

Blumer: people act toward things on the basis of meanings those things have for them

Game Theory: what one chooses depends on what others choose
Feminist Theories

· Focus on women and gender

· More activist: raises consciousness

· Interdisciplinary taking leadership roles

· Accept a broader range of approach to research

· Mix different sociological approaches

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS
One of the major concerns of sociology is:

a)
explain individual sources of behaviour

b)
the difference between cultural transmission and cultural uniformity

c)
to explain how membership in  social groups affects individual behaviour

d)
the source of deviant behaviour

e)
to study the production and consumption of resources

Symbolic interactionism focuses on:

a)
a macro level of analysis

b)
the place of art in society

c)
cultural integration

d)
the autonomy of individuals

e)
conversational analysis in groups

Feminist approaches include the following, except: 

a)
an examination of gender as one variable among many

b)
looking at the informal and hidden aspects of social life

c)
an examination of gender roles

d)
a more disciplinary approach

e)
acceptance of a variety of sociological models

Weber, more than Durkheim, believed that sociology should include:

a)
linguistic relativism

b)
subjective states of the individual

c)
mechanical solidarity

d)
a&c

answers: 1.c, 2.d, 3.a, 4.b

Sociological Theory (Lecture 1)

•
Goals of sociology 

o
Describe the social world

o
Explain how and why

o
Critique existing social arrangements

•
The term sociology was coined by Auguste Comte in 1988

•
Religion was the most important before this time

•
Within sociology there are sociological perspectives, they look at thing differently based on experiences and impact how you understand something; no one is more correct than the other

•
The sociological theory is based on theoretical paradigms – a basic image of society that guides thinking and research

o
Four main theoretical paradigms: structural functionalism, conflict theory, symbolic internationalism and feminism

o
They impact how your research is done/looked at

Structural Functionalism

•
Founding father – Emile Durkheim

o
Modern society creates anomie – a condition in which society provides little moral guidance to individuals (normalness)

o
We are all different but we NEED each other

•
A macro level orientation, broad patterns that shape society as a whole

•
Thinks of society as a body, parts working together to achieve balance; if one part is disabled than all parts will be affected 

•
Keys: structures are stable patterns of social behaviour – frame work, hold everything together AND institutions are ‘subsystems’ of enduring patterns of social relationships – examples of this are family and religion

•
The normal state of the system is equilibrium
•
Change has to be slow so there is time to adapt, they do not like change

•
Functions of social processes: every activity on society has beneficial consequences for the system AND these consequences are their functions, and they explain the activity – function of family is to reproduce (create workers) and then consume

•
Functions = positive AND Dysfunctions = negative ... prostitution must be positive because it’s been with us so long, it must serve a purpose in society 

•
Types of Functions

o
Manifest functions – are intended  consequences of an activity

o
Latent functions – are unintended  and often unrecognized, but socially important consequences of an activity (social networking) 

•
Critique: too broad, ignores inequalities of social class, race and gender, focuses on stability at the expense of conflict and assumes ‘natural’ order; structural functionalism is not very popular anymore

Conflict Theory 
•
Macro oriented 

•
Views society as an arena of inequality that generates conflict and social change

•
Challenges social norms

•
Society is structured in ways to benefit a few at the expensive of the majority

•
Conflict and changes are basic features of social life

o
Caused by:  inequalities in wealth, power and prestige as well as differing values, and the struggle for the right to define values

•
How this paradigm is formulated: reaction to structural functionalism AND follows Marx’s work(focused on economic system), but not just class conflict 

•
Capitalism alienates workers in 4 ways

o
From the act of working – workers have no say

o
From the products of work

o
From other workers – very competitive, turn against each other

o
From human potential – species being -> your humanity 

•
Critique: too broad, ignores how shared values and mutual interdependence unify society, pursues political goals and if it pursues political goals it cannot be scientific

•
Karl Marx

o
Maximize profits, minimize costs

o
Grandfather of communism and conflict theory

o
Historical materialist

o
Economic system is the base of society

o
Either you do or you don’t

o
Class conflict – resentment between entire classes over the distribution of wealth and power in society

o
Class consciousness – the recognition by workers of their unity in opposition to capitalists and to capitalism it’s self 

o
Conflict is society’s natural state

Symbolic Interactionism
•
Founding Father – Max Weber

o
No single factor determines society or the individual 

o
Social conflict may originate in values, statues, honour and not only in economic interests -> Marx thought the opposite of this

o
Don’t categorize based on economics, do it based on religion

o
Do not what we have always done but what is the best way to do something

o
Let go of the past and look into the future

•
You have to understand, empathize, why do people do what they do

•
Micro level, focus is on individuals

•
Views society as the product of everyday interactions of individuals

•
Society is a shared reality, seen as a product of our continuous face to face interaction

•
People do not respond to one another or a situation directly, but on the basis of their own definition of the situation 

•
Society is a complex, ever changing mosaic of subjective meanings

•
Critique: it ignores larger social structures, the effects of culture and factors such as class, gender and race

Feminism 

•
Has been around for about 130 years

•
Developed in response to how society treats women

•
Micro – reproduction of gender through language and emotion management (women tend to do the emotional work)

•
Macro – constraints and forms of resistance in women’s lives

•
Policeman, fireman -> police officer, fire fighter

•
Composed of many different views including:

o
Maternal Feminism


Early 19th century


Moral crusaders – improve society


Temperance movement


Women’s suffrage


Interested in improvement and stability of society

o
Liberal Feminism


Early 60s


Women gain equality through access to education and jobs


“second wave” of feminism


Did not want radical change, just equal access

o
Radical Feminism


Late 70s or early 80s


Patriarchy – universal cause of women’s oppression


Women – organize separately from men to protect their interests


Gender is what oppresses women


Women are vulnerable because they rely on men

o
Socialist Feminism


Gender inequalities viewed in a historical/economic context; influenced by class inequalities


Women – organize with men of the same class to solve the problems of gender inequality


It’s not about gender is about class

•
Common characteristics of feminism

o
gender inequalities not biologically determined, but are socially constructed

o
Patriarchy is present in nearly all societies

o
Inequality that women face is based on how men view them, not on a women’s anatomy 

o
Differences within the group of women is much large then differences between women and men 

o
Different classes, ethno-racial and cultural groups have different social experiences and research MUST acknowledge these differences 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS
Which type of feminism do women organize with men to solve problems on gender inequality?

A.
Maternal Feminism

B.
Radical Feminism

C.
Socialist Feminism

D.
Liberal Feminism

Answer – C

Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of Marxism?

A.
Maximize profits, minimize costs

B.
Economic system is the base of society

C.
Conflict is a society’s natural state

D.
No class conflict

Answer – D 

Chapter 1 Notes

•
Sociology tries to discover why certain groups behave differently than members of other groups. 

•
Social Facts: social sources or causes of behavior; used by sociologists to explain rates of behavior in groups as opposed to individual behavior. 

•
Sociology: the study of behavior and relationships. It examines the effects and group membership on human behavior as well as people’s perceptions of their social environment, and the effects of these perceptions on social interaction. Sociology can be seen in various other sciences such as: psychology, poly sci, economics, history and anthropology.
•
Altruistic Suicide :  caused by excessively strong social ties 

•
Functionalism : applied to culture, the theoretical perspective that explains cultural elements by showing how they contribute to societal stability 

•
Conflict Theory: the sociological model that portrays society as marked by competition and / or exploitation. Its three major concepts are power, disharmony and revolution.

•
Symbolic Interactions: the micro- sociological perspective that assumes that individuals act and interact on the basis of symbolically encoded information.

Functionalism

•
Borrowed 3 major concepts from bio and medicine: function, equilibrium and development.

•
Function means that social arrangements exist because they somehow benefit society and points to the importance of each part of the society for the functioning and health of the whole. 

•
If something persists in society, in spite of widespread disapproval, it must serve a function, no function it would disappear

•
Equilibrium is a stability based on a balance among parts and consensus and is seen as the natural state of society 

•
Will return to this after it adapts to the inevitable occasional, temporary, and minor problems called dysfunctions.

Conflict Theory

•
This theory suggests that power, not functional interdependence, hold a society together ; that conflict, not harmony, is societies natural state; and that revolutions and radical upheavals not development fuel social change and improvement
•
Major source of conflict is inequality 
•
Society is composed of groups acting in competitive natures, rather than working as one to fulfilling a function as a whole

Symbolic Interactionism and the Micro Perspective

•
Have a macro focus, concerned more with groups or societies and their interrelationships 

•
All born into a pre existing societies, with different ways of life, and into different groups. Ex. Families, social classes, nations that shape us

•
Micro sociologists view individuals as active agents, as they have goals, objectives purposes etc. 

•
George Mead founded a school of micro sociology, one of the most influential. 

•
A symbol is something that stands for or represents something in which there is no connection between the symbol and what it signifies 

•
Learning Theory: the micro sociological argument that individuals act and interact based on their past history of associations, rewards, and punishments and observing being instructed by others.

•
Rational Choice Theory : The idea that individuals make choices based on careful cost benefit considerations with the intention of maximizing benefits while minimizing costs

Feminist Theories:
•
Feminist sociology may be defined as one “ of” women from their stand point and “for” women in the political sense of change 

•
Feminist approaches often  mix different sociological perspectives, with the exception of functionalism 

•
Some focus on political economy, and capitalism like Marx

•
Others on the system of male dominance , look to it as a source

•
All of these are popular in society today still : functionalism , conflict theory, micro sociologies ( symbolic interactionism) and feminism

•
Conflict can best explain rapid social change. 

•
Functionalism can best explain the lasting phenomena. 

•
Symbolic interactionism is applied to the subject of learning and feminist perspectives are appearing more and more in sociology

Text Chapter 2 

•
Positivism
o
Emile Durkheim adopted this position in which the research methods of the natural sciences were applied to the social sciences

o
Max Weber disagreed, claiming that human behaviour is unique and subjective; sociologists need to understand human behaviour , not just predict it

•
Quantitative methods
o
Counting and precise measurement of observable behaviour

•
Social action
o
Meaningful, goal directed behaviour

•
Qualitative methods
o
Measurement of characteristics rather than counting

•
Theory

o
A set of interrelated statements that organize and summerize knowledge about the social world

•
Variable
o
Something that takes on different values 

o
i.e. income or religion

o
Independent and dependent variables

•
Hypothesis
o
Statement of presumed relationship between two or more variables

•
Axiomatic logic
o
“If A=B and B=C, then A=C”

•
Deductive logic
o
Deriving specific statements from general statements

•
Inductive logic
o
Deriving general statements from specific statements

•
Operational definitions
o
Transformation of theoretical language into operational language of measurement

o
i.e. IQ is an operational definition of the theoretical concept of intelligence

•
Validity

o
How much a study actually measures what it is trying to measure

•
Reliability
o
How consistently a study measures what it is trying to measure

•
Sampling
o
Samples should be representative of the population and must not be generalized past the group which it is drawn

o
Random sample

Individuals are picked randomly

o
Cluster sampling

Researchers start with large units then focus on smaller groups within these units


Both random and cluster sampling allow for generalizations to the population

o
Quota sampling

A conscious matching of the sample to certain proportions of the population

•
External validity
o
How well experimenters can generalize from the lab to the real world

•
Experimental Group
o
The group which is introduced to the independent variable

•
Control group

o
A second group which does not experience the variable

•
Grounded theory
o
Theory rooted in collected data

•
Cross sectional research
o
When data on both dependent and independent variables is collected

•
Correlations
· Demonstrations that changes in one variable go with changes in another

•
Spurious relationships
o
Presumed and false relationships that occur through a third variable

•
Longitudinal research
o
Research done over time on one or many specific subjects

•
Triangulation
o
The application of several research methods to the same topic, in hopes that the weaknesses of one method will be balanced by strengths of the others

•
Praxis
o
When researchers act upon their research

•
Primary sources
o
Things like eye witnesses and official records

•
Secondary sources
o
Second hand reports of primary sources

•
Secondary analysis
o
The use of someone else’s data for research

Chapter 2- Research Methods

Quantitative methods- counting a precise measurement of observable behaviour 

Qualitative methods- gain meaning behind people’s behaviour

Research through participant observation- observing through actual behaviour (at length and in depth) to find meaning of behaviour

Survey research – A Quantitative Strategy

Theories (relationships between variable) and hypothesis (presumed relationship between independent and dependent variables) about behaviour → hypothesis from axiomatic/deductive logic → models built for explanation → measurement- transforming into operational definition of variables, importance of validity and reliability of operational definitions → sampling from a  representative subset of individuals from the population (random sample, cluster sample, quota sample) → analysis of relationship between variables

Participant Observation- A Qualitative Strategy

Theories and hypothesis (perspectives) from inductive logic and concluding a grounded theory → model- involving many variables acting at once and non-isolated variables → measurement of real behaviours → sampling from a small group → analysis (actors explain their own behaviour), descriptive

Comparing the Methods

· Replication difficult with participant observation and it is not representative

· Cross-sectional research can be used in survey research, difficult to see cause and effect relationships

· Correlations can be hard to derive in survey research, spurious relationships

· Longitudinal research can be done with participant observation

· Triangulation can be used balance out method weaknesses

· Historical and comparative analysis can fill gaps in studying long term trends (using primary and secondary sources) yet some validity in these sources can be questionable

Questions

1.
In participant observation ___________  is difficult

a.
Replication

b.
Leaving the research field

c.
Discovering variable correlations

d.
Longitudinal analysis

e.
All of the above

2.
“If it is known that Canadian society is divided into 3 social classes (general principle) then it can be concluded that everyone will fit into exactly one of these categories (conclusion)” This statement shows:

a.
Inductive reasoning

b.
Triangulation

c.
Validity

d.
Deductive reasoning

e.
A theory

Sociology chapter 2 notes.

	Axiomatic logic
	Making connecting links between related theoretical statements, as in “If A( B and B(C, the A(C

	Cluster sampling
	First sample large units, then medium, within the large units, and finally smaller units within the medium units 

	Content analysis
	The examination of themes (content) from communications such as conversations, letters, newspapers, books, or movies. 

-Deductive logic

-Limited # of variables

Pros: 1) it is inexpensive

           2) it lends itself to historical and cross culture analyses 

           3) someone else can easily recheck the study 

	Control group
	The group of subjects in an experiment that is not exposed to the independent variable.

	Control variables
	Variables included in a model of behavior that are neither independent nor dependent. They are controlled or held constant to check on apparent relationships between independent and dependent variables.

	Correlation
	Demonstrations that changes in one variable with changes in another 

	Cross-sectional research
	The type of research that takes place at one point in time as opposed to longitudinal research, which can detect change and demonstrate cause because it takes place over a period of time.

Ex: media, does exposure to tv violence cause violent behaviour or do violent people choose to watch?

	Deductive logic
	Deriving a specific statement from a more general statement. 

	Dependent variable
	The effect in a causal statement.

	Experimental group
	Independent variable

	External validity
	Refers to how well experimenter can generalize from the lab to the real world, from hypothetical questions to actual behaviour

	Grounded theory
	Theory rooted in and arising from their data

-ex: women try to extend rather than limit social conventions more than men.

	Hypothesis
	A statement of a presumed relationship between 2 or more variables, usually stated in the form “other things being equal, if A, the B”

A=independent V

B= dependent V

	Independent variable
	The cause in a causal statement

	Inductive logic
	Goes from specific facts to more general statements.

	Longitudinal research
	Reseach done over time

Difficult to isolate a behaviour

	Operational definition
	Describe the actual procedures used to measure theoretical concepts. Ex: I.Q score is an operational def of the theoretical concept of intelligence.

Ex: operational prejudice= laughing, or responding yes or no

Not always reliable.

	Participant observation
	 A research strategy whereby a researcher becomes a member of a group to study it, and group members are aware that they are being observed.

	Positivism
	Durkheim adopted- use methods of the natural sciences- quantitative methods.-precise measurements of observable behaviour. Like experimenters

Does drinking lead to date-related sexual assault?

Weber argued: social action-meaningful goal-directed behaviour

-qualitative

	Praxis
	Marx’s concept that research should not be pure, conducted just for knowledge’s sake, but applied, undertaken to improve society.

	Primary vs. secondary sources
	PRIMARY: records produced at the time, described by a contemporary of the event including eyewitness accounts, diaries, and official records. 

SECONDARY: created when individuals report what a primary source said.

	Quota sample
	Less expensive alternative to random sampling and involves a conscious, matching the sample to certain proportions in the population. 

Ex: 40 % men in labour 6% home 35% women in labour they would get a representative from each 

	Random sample
	A sample in which every member of the population is eligible for inclusion and individuals are selected by chance

	Reliability
	Measures of a variable should be consistent and not fluctuate over time or with the person using them. 

	Replication
	The repeating of a study

	Secondary analysis
	The examination by a researcher of someone else’s data

	Spurious relationship
	The appearance that 2 variables are in causal relationship, when in fact each is n effect of a common third variable 

	Theory
	Set of interrelated statements that summarize knowledge about some part of the social world.

	Triangulation
	The application of several research methods to the same topic, hoping that the weakness of one method will be balanced by the strengths of the others.

	Validity
	The degree to which they actually measure what they claim to measure, always an issue in construction operational definitions

	Variable
	A characteristic, such as income or religion, that takes on different values among different individuals or groups. Causes are generally called independent variables, and effects are usually called dependent variables.

	Verstehen
	Understanding of behaviour as opposed to predicting of behaviour-qualitative 


Text Chapter 3 
Culture

-Edward Taylor states – “knowledge, belief, art, morals, law, custom, and any other capabilities and habits acquired by man as a member of society”

Three Criteria:

- 1) shared by all or almost all members of some social group

- 2) older members of the group try to pass on to the younger members

- 3) shapes behaviour or at least structures perception of the world.

-Anything that meets these criteria are considered cultural element and the culture of a particular group is the sum of all the cultural elements.

-Values are shared relatively general beliefs that define what is desirable and what is undesirable (personal preference)

-Norms are precise rules for behaviours that are or are not permitted within a group (average)

-Michael Atkinson’s study – tattooing association within society

-Edward Hall’s study – personal space norms vary by context (cultural)

-Society is a when a large group of people:        1) Share a culture

2) Think of themselves as inheriting a common set of traditions

3)Interact with other group member frequently

4) Are associated with a particular geographic area

-Folkways are the norms that don’t evoke sever moral condemnations when violated (ie being naked)

- Mores are norms whose violation will provoke strong moral condemnation (ie sexual assault and murder)

-Social role is a cluster of behavioural expectations assoc. with specific social positions (ie teachers and students)

-Role conflicts is where behavioural expectations assoc. with one role aren’t consistent with another role

-Subcultures are groups within a larger society  who posess additional cultural elements (ie Chinese Canadians)

-Popular culture is the cultural objects and beliefs widely distributed among social classes

Globalization and cultural variation: 

-
less cultural differences 

-
promoting of a homogeneous, American culture (ie McDonaldization of society – Ritzer)

-
Watson – china’s middle class has been improved due to standards of practises from McDonalds
Canada vs America:

-
Lipset argues that US society is more committed to changer whereas Canada is more Conservative

-
Collectivism and “survival” (written by Canadian authors) vs individualism and “rebellion against authority” (written by US authors)

Cultural universals are elements of culture found in every single known society. (ie limiting sexual behaviour, division of labour by sex)

Cultural integration is when a change in one element affects – often unintentionally – the other elements (ie the Yir Yoront in Australia were introduced to axes with steel heads – they previously used axes with stone heads- and they ceased to exist as cohesive social units several years later. They would place power of the stone axes in the hands of the elders and by having steel headed axes given to them there was no authoritative figures which then lead to it being difficult for cooperation.)

Ethnocentrism is the tendency to see things from a point of view of the observer as opposed to that of the observed (results in seeing other cultures as inferior)

Eurocentrism is shaped by values and experiences of the white, middle class in Western industrialized societies

Orientalism is a form of ethnocentrism that relates to 19th century understanding of ‘oriental’ societies by Western scholars

Androcentrism is male dominant point of view.

Barbie as cultural icon: 

-
Distinctive ‘impossible’ body. Elongated body w/ large breasts

-
Reinforces traditional gender roles within society

-
Reflects the cultural milieu from which she arose from

Functionalism in culture is the given norm or value or cultural practice explained by showing the overall stability and survival of society in which it is found.

-
Bronislaw Malinowski found that Trobianders used magic to make everyday dangerous and uncertain tasks seem controlled (contributes to the overall stability of society: magic reduces anxiety produced by dangers and uncertainties associated with ocean fishing)

Conflict Theory:

-
uses ideology to legitimize existing inequalities of wealth and power, or prevents less powerful from seeing true cause of inequality (can be applied to religion)

-
forces us to challenge many attitudes and beliefs that would otherwise not be examined (education)

Cultural Materialism:

-
sees cultures as adaptations to the needs forced upon it by social groups by their specific environments (ie Harris states that Hindu ban of slaughtering cows is more of tradition and religion than that of rational behaviour- would rather let their families starve than face human devastation caused by slaughtering cows)

-
Western nations rely upon mechanization such as tractors for motive power in agriculture. Countries such as India rely on oxen for motive power and dung for fertilizer (mostly due to insufficient capital to purchase equipment, would result in displacement of people from country to city where it’s already overcrowded, tractors are only more cost-efficient where there is larger farms –where most farms in India are small)

-
Therefore, Indian agriculture relies on the cow

Feminism:

-
Focused on finding: 

1.
cause of female subordination throughout the world

2.
importing into the study of culture a greater emphasis on women and the female experience

-
 Involves taking into account both the men’s and women’s accounts

-
Emphasis on the female experience in culture and the affect on  human prehistory (ie no certainty of gender roles in division of labour from the prehistory)

Summary:

-
The content of culture varies across the totality of the world’s societies

-
Very few cultural elements are found in all world’s societies

-
Elements of a given culture are often interrelated

-
Very often distorted by our own pre-existing biases

-
Four important perspectives: 

1.
Functionalism –value or cultural element explained by overall stability of the society

2.
Conflict theory – use of ideology and forces us to challenge norms within societies

3.
Cultural materialism – functions of a society are determined by the specific environments

4.
Feminism – focuses on eliminating social inequalities and discovering true identity in gender roles from prehistory

Ch. 3 Lecture Notes

Culture:  the sum of the cultural elements within a group. The three main elements are values, norms and roles:

•
Values- What is and isn’t desirable

•
Norms- Non-legal  (eg. talking distance)

o
Folkways- norms that when violated are not brutally punished

o
Mores- violation of norms provokes strong consequences

•
Social Roles- Cluster of behavioural expectations associated with social position and varies from culture to culture
•
Subculture- general cultural elements of society are shared but also have a group with their own distinct elements as well (ex. Jewish people)

•
Institution- norms and values that regulate a broad area of social life (ex. Economy, religion, family life, etc.)

•
Cultural Universals- elements of culture found in every known society (incest)

•
Ethnocentrism- see things through observer’s cultures not the observed

o
Infantilization- associate people from other cultures with child like traits (irresponsible, disruptive, etc.)

o
Eurocentrism- shaped by the values of white, middle class, western industrialized societies- think everyone lives this way

o
Androcentrism- sees things from a male point of view and reinforces male privilege in society (ex. Researchers want to study male experiences over females experiences)
Theories

•
Functionalism- shared norms provide stability

•
Conflict Theory- norms and values are used by the dominant social class to maintain their power

•
Symbolic Interactionism- culture influences people and people influence culture. We are constantly changing and re-interpreting norms in each social situation we face

•
Feminism- uncover andocentric biases

•
Cultural Materialism- cultures are there as adaptations to the needs of social groups and their physical environments. Eventually things will go back to their natural order


Multiple Choice

1)
 Lipset argued that Americans show _________  and _____________ while  Canadians show _________  and _____________.

a)
Individualism, Elitism, Egalitarionism, Collectivism

b)
Indivualism , Egalitarionism, Collectivism, Elitism

c)
Collectivism, Individualism, Egalitarionism, Elitism

d)
Elitism, Individualism, Egalitarionism, Collectivism

Answer: b)

2)
Janet is from a foreign country with a different set of norms, values and rules.  The normal talking distance in her culture is closer than it is in ours. Janet talks to her new boss while being only 1 foot away from him.

a.
Janet is a prime example of a more

b.
Janet is a part of a subculture of her boss’s culture

c.
Janet is showing us an example of a folkway

d.
Janet is breaking a law

Answer: c)

3)
Nymphomania was first used to

a.
Make the actions of men seem more legitimate

b.
Allow women to let themselves free

c.
Describe the actions of men when persecuting them for a crime

d.
Control women

Answer: d)
Text Chapter 4

Chapter 4 – Socialization
-Eugenic movement: stimulating efforts to develop techniques of genetic engineering to involve the control of breeding within and between races. Selective breeding with the implications that ‘weak’ members should be eliminated. (ie Nazi movement in Germany)

-Nature vs Nurture – key is to understanding the changing nature of environmental influences and how they might interact with genetic factors

-Socialization: 

•
Refers to the processes by which somebody is taught to live among the other humans, meaning they have the ability to live with others - involves learning of skills, roles, norms, and such. People are conditioned to certain temperaments, potentials, and capacities that complement a given culture or group.

•
Epigenetics– genetically preset stages of growth with the outcome depending on how well, or poorly, the environment nurtures it during each stage.

Issues in Socialization Studies:

1.
First: 

•
Seen as ‘benign’ by functionalists (force fitting of the individual to standards) vs. Conflict perspective ‘coercive’ (people are wanting to do what they otherwise must do)

2.
Second: 

•
Structure-agency debate (limited free will vs dealings with social structures)

•
Oversocialized conception of humanity –where people are viewed as not having the agency to resist, or deviate from, social pressures

•
On the other hand do we have to learn, or is it an inherent mental capacity, or both (“self-socialization”, ‘intentional self-development’)

Values as a Product of Experience:
•
Study of 100’s of 1000’s of university students in the U.S. found that values change by generation

•
Dramatic cohort shift in values changed over such a short period of time which cannot be attributed to changing genetic makeup (nature) but rather that certain socialization influences (nurture) that suggests social contexts they were exposed to

Perspectives on Socialization:

1.
Functionalism: 

•
Formation of the individual personality as well as mouldings ones attitudes and behaviours to conform to group values (similar sets of outlooks and habits allowing for easier interaction)

•
Represents a set of processes and contexts responsible for cultural transmission (ie speaking a common language)

•
Performs social integration (help people to identify with one another)

2.
Conflict Approach:

•
Social reproduction- ways in which societies reproduce themselves in terms of privilege and status (social categories such as social class, gender, and race/ethnicity) (ie working class students tend to ‘cooled-out’ or made to believe they do not posess the intelligence or abilities to succeed, whereas middle class students are ‘warmed up’ –encouraged to excel and results in higher self-esteem)

3.
Feminist Approach:

•
Focus on gender socialization – whereupon individuals learn to become feminine and masculine according to expectations current in their society

•
Individuals develop gender identity and learn to express gender norms (especially within peer groups)

4.
Symbolic Interactionism

•
Interactions among individuals are mediated by symbols in the form of language and gestures, that form and shape the self (ie if individuals perceive that other people regard them as aggressive or smart or good looking, they may come to define themselves as such) 

•
Looking glass self –idea that personality is shaped as individuals see themselves mirrored in the reactions of others

•
G.H. Mead’s theory of role taking – effective communication between individuals requires that one takes the role of the other (ie being batter and pitcher in baseball, you learn how to appreciate the importance of teamwork and how your teammates think of your actions) (as well as I representative of the impulsive side of the self being spontaneous and creative whereas the me is a more deliberate, reflective side of the self)

•
Generalized other – others represent their ideas of what is expected in terms of social norms 

Cultural Anthropology:

•
Cultural relativity – “awareness that different cultures have different ways of meeting life’s demands. Different cultures have various guidelines regarding important decisions such as choosing a partner, raising children, taking care of the infirm elderly, and so forth” (Brislin)

•
Negative instance method – if one culture could be found where something was not the case would disrupt the nature-nurture debate

Socialization Contexts and Agents:

•
Refers to social settings that affect socialization processes, thereby influencing the individuals involved (vary according to the characteristics of the group and of group members

•
Role systems – interrelated sets of social positions in power hierarchies based on division of labour in which people share expectations about desired outcomes

•
Socialization ratios – number of socializers (agents) to socializes (those being socialized). The lower the ratio (fewer agents) the less likely the context to affect those being socialized (ie professor of 500 vs professor of 20)

•
Authoritarian uses by socialization agents may result in a subculture of resistance

•
Inedequate socialization – occurs when people are not exposed to all experience necessary to function in certain roles, as when educational systems fail to provide sufficient job training.

•
Defective socialization – when unintended outcomes or consequences arise (ie violent video games that train for murdering people.

•
Disjunctive socialization – lack of  re-immersion into social settings (ie after release from prison may be found rejected or not well supported)

•
Anticipatory socialization – people project themselves into the future in the hope of acquiring the characteristics appropriate to the institutional destination they hope to reach (selecting pathways)

•
Prefigurative culture – relations b/w parents and offspring are governed by traditional norms beyond questioning

•
Configurative cultures – intergenerational link b/c of social change brought by technological advancement, economic transformation, immigration, war etc) thereby changing experiences of the parent if only for a brief time. Leaving a fundamental change in relations

•
Prefigurative cultures- characterized by massive and rapid social change. Little conception of what the future holds so past life experiences are of little use (ie immigrants within Canada who cherish origin and first-gen offspring immersed in secular Canadian culture)

•
Individualization – as the collective supports of traditional society diminish, people are left more to their own devices to plan their lives, choose the beliefs upon which to base an identity and regulate their own behaviour

Social Context and the life course:

Changing roles of the Family

•
Family is no longer the dominant influence determining major life choices relevant to identity formation, future adulthood, or what to do along the way

•
Authoritative parenting (being both demanding and responsive) tends to have lead to good educational and behavioural outcomes

Declining religious observance

•
People are more likely to pick and choose their religious beliefs independent or dependant of organized religions.

•
Part of the individualization where traditional collectivism  are replaced where the self-socialization becomes important

Educational influence

•
Role of student is an important source of identity during the formative years of the transition to adulthood

•
May contain ‘hidden curriculum’ such as adherence to the prevailing economic system or an obedience to authority

Rise of peer groups

•
Separation of generations (ie the spread of youth gangs associated with extreme economic marginalization)

•
Hyper-connectivity through cellphones, internet, instant messaging

•
Greater influence on how children turn out than parents

Enter Popular Culture

•
Became more segmented with age and producing a wedge between successive generations and the amount of time spent interacting

•
Mass media is usually exploited to attempt to make profits and attempts to sell and convince people to buy things.

Summary: 

•
Nature vs nuture debate – total genetic influence vs total cultural influence

•
Three perspective dominate  the field: 

1.
Functionalists emphasize integrative function of socialization in maintaining existing structures

2.
Conflict theorists question how benign these socialization processes are arguing that they often serve to perpetuate economic inequalities and social injustice

3.
Symbolic interactionists focus of micro-level of analysis in terms of how individuals learn to interact with one another through negotiating and sharing symbols embodied in language and role-playing

•
Cultural anthropologists study variations in socialization practises between cultures, and within cultures historically

•
Socialization contexts vary in extent to which they can and do exert influence over people. Some people tend to resist attempts to influence them, leading to unintended consequences and a variety of problems.

•
Family and religion declined in the extent to which they socialize young individuals. Education, peers, and mass culture have increased influence.

Chapter 4 – Lecture
Socialization: the process by which someone is taught to live amongst other humans through the learning of skills, knowledge, roles and norms that are necessary to maintain group relationships. Can be conditioned or pressured. 

*socialization mainly involves getting people to want to do what the rest of society does without the excessive use of force. 

Functionalist Perspective - Socialization is a benign process that provides necessary functions that maintain the structures of all societies:

-
Forms individual personality by moulding attitudes and behaviours to conform with group values and needs

-
Cultural transmission of language and culture ( without a common language there is no effective division of labour)

-
Social Integration and the sharing of concepts help people to identify with one another

Conflict Theory – Socialization occurs through the promotion of social categories and class inequalities.

-
Social reproduction: the ways in which societies reproduce themselves in terms of status and privilege.

-
Learned behaviours vary by class, taught to accept class/status in society and never question their position.

-
Cooling out: working class students convinced that they lack the abilities to perform at a higher level and will actively pursue lower class jobs instead

-
Warming up: Middle class students are encouraged to excel and therefore usually achieve higher status jobs than parents

Feminist Approach – Desire to modify socialization process to address inequalities promoted by the “gendered order” and the learned behaviours of masculinity and femininity.

Symbolic Interaction Theory - People develop an identity through observing language and gestures and incorporating the responses into their self structure. People seek meaning and self-reference, and these activities help them to create societies and socialize each other. 

-
Cooley’s “looking-glass self”: person’s self image comes from one’s perception of others and how others view them.

-
G.H. Mead’s “Role taking”: effective communication requires taking on the role of the other. 

o
Prepatory stage: Children imitate others behaviours (mimic family members)

o
Play stage: Children take on the roles of people they observe, and can imagine how others view them 

o
Game stage: Children learn to take on multiple roles at once, understand interdependence of roles. 


Generalized other: Learning expected social norms through formal and informal play. Can internalize general social expectations by imagining how others will react. 

-
G.H. Mead’s “Self”: consists of “Me,” that is socially defined through norms and values, and the “I” which is the spontaneous, creative and unique self we are born with. The “Me” must be developed to function fully as an individual

Inadequate socialization: lack of exposure to all experiences necessary to function in certain roles. 

Defective socialization: due to the arising of unintended outcomes or consequences.

Disjunctive socialization: lack of continuity between settings and confused social norms/roles upon re-entry to a society.

Anticipatory socialization: learning of new roles and responsibilities in preparation for future entry to group or status. 
Margaret Mead: Three stages of cultural change
-
Post-figurative cultures: parent-child relationships are governed by traditional norms which are not questioned. Children learn from parents

-
Cofigurative cultures: Intergenerational link becomes tedious due to social change brought on by technology and economic transformation. Children and adults learn from their peers.

-
Pre-figurative cultures: Rapid, massive social change. Parent’s experiences are not very useful for children in new society, so parents must also learn from their children. 

-
Individualization: Collective, traditional society diminishes, leaving people to their own devices to plan their identity and beliefs. (Complete lack of structure, free of normative restraints which provide direction.)
* Large decline of the family and religion as dominant influences for determining major life choices and identity formation. Stronger role of educational systems instead. 
 The process that places demands on people to be self-socializing in making choices about their future life is: 

a)
Individualization                               d)   normative structure

b)
self-socialization                               e)    prefigurative socialization 

c)
anticipatory socialization

What types of sociologists are interested in recognizing social inequalities and modifying socialization processes to help address such inequalities?
a)
Functionalists and feminists

b)
Conflict theorists and functionalists

c)
Feminists and symbolic interactionalists

d)
Feminists and conflict theorists

e)
symbolic interactionalists conflict theorists

The functions of socialization include __________, social integration, and _______________.
a)
Individual personality, social hierarchy

b)
Cultural transmission, individual personality

c)
Social personality, division of labour

d)
Emotional personality and cultural transmission

e)
Individual integration , cultural integration
The generalized other is developed through______________.
a)
Normative structures

b)
The educational system

c)
Family relationships

d)
Informal and formal play

e)
Social reproduction

A student who is from a working class family receives very little encouragement and now feels he is unable to perform as well as the majority of the class. This student is experiencing the process of _______________. 
a)
Defective socialization

b)
Social integration

c)
Cooling down

d)
Individualization

e)
Social deviance
Answers: ADBDC

In the past…

-
It was believed that behavior was based on genetic build up

-
The eugenics movement began to control breeding through genetic engineering

-
Marked the beginning of the nature vs. nurture controversy 

o
 sociologists deemed it impossible for genetic material to be responsible for ALL behavioral patterns

Theory of Socialization… 

-
Socialization is the process by which people are taught to live among other humans – acquire the motivation, skills, and knowledge necessary to living with others 

-
Epigenetic makeup: stages of growth are genetically present and the outcome depends on how well the environment nurtures an individual during each stage

-
Individualization refers to self-socializing 

The Conflict Theorists…

-
Believe that socialization is coercive, but doesn’t use excess force

-
Social reproduction: societies reproduce themselves in terms of privileges and status

o
People learn about appropriate attitudes and behaviors, but these vary based on class, gender, race, etc.

The Functionalists… 

-
Socialization is inherent to all groups are societies

-
It plays 3 major roles

1.
Formation of individual personality, while molding attitudes/behaviors to conform with group values and needs

2.
Cultural transmission

3.
Social integration, people develop a similar idea of their place within the world

The Symbolic Interactionalists… 

-
Interactions between individuals are mediated by symbols (languages and gestures)

-
Looking-glass self: people base their personality on the reactions they receive from others (about themselves)

o
We see ourselves the way others see us

o
Role taking is key

-
G.H. Mead said that the development of the self take place in 2 stages

a.
Play stage

Practice taking on other roles


First time that children see themselves as objects with specific qualities, and can start to understand how other people perceive them

b.
Game stage

Take the role of multiple others


Begin to imagine what other people think of their actions (the childs)


Begin to imagine themselves in terms of what others think of them


Understand what is expected of tehm and how others will react to their actions

-
G.H. mead defined 2 complementary processes

a.
I

Impulsive side of the self, spontaneous and creative

b.
Me

Deliberate, reflective side of the self

Socialization Contexts and Agents…

-
Socialization ratios refer to the number of socializers (agents) to socializes

o
Lower ratio, less socialization effect

-
Inadequate socialization occurs when people are not exposed to all experiences that are necessary to be able to function in a certain role

-
Defective socialization refer to the unintended outcomes of consequences happen 

-
Disjunctive socialization represents a lack of continuity of experience 

-
Individual responses

o
Anticipatory socialization occurs when people try to acquire characteristics that are appropriate for the institutional destination they hope to reach 

Meads theory of Intergenerational relations… 

1.
Postfigurative: children learn from parents

o
Relations are governed by traditional norms that are beyond questioning

2.
 Cofiguritive: children and adults learn from their peers

3.
Pregifurative: adults learn from their children

o
Children teach their parents about ongoing social changes

Social Context and the Life Course…

-
Normative structure provides direction on what to do, why, where, and with whom

o
Children used to take on more responsibility than they do know, used to be involved in the workforce and contribute to family income 

o
Now children do less house work and are not financially independent

o
Before family and religion were providing major influences

o
Now influence comes from peers

-
Authoritative parents are demanding and responsive

o
Children tend to have good educational and behavioral outcomes

-
Indifferent parents are neither demanding nor responsive

o
Poor educational and behavioral outcomes

-
Indulgent parents demand little maturity but are very responsive

o
Immature and irresponsible

-
Authoritarian parents demand high maturity but are not very responsive

o
Conforming and passive
Questions

1.
We can see how the life course is now quite different than in the past, the relations between parents and their offspring were governed by traditional norms beyond questioning by either a parent or a child, this displays the definition of:

a)      normative structure

b)      postfigurative culture

c)      cofigurative culture

d)      prefigurative culture

2.
Religion seems to be something that changes in peoples views over the year, in what year did religion have a sharp decline in peoples influences?

a)      1960s

b)      1970s

c)      1980s

d)      1990s

3.
A growing problem in Canada and in the United states that deals more with the younger generation is..

a)      violence

b)      racism

c)      gangs

d)      sexual assault

Text Chapter 7

Summary

Biological and Social Determinism: Nurture - change, nature -fixed. Women expect to live longer than men. Is this biology? Social explanation: preventable causes such as unsafe sex, poor driving, and smoking. Implies social variables also affect the gender gap. Biology explanations such as more male infants die immediately after death.
Numeracy and Literacy Differences: Gender differences in math skills may lead to discouraging the 60% of women in today’s paid labour force from entering certain occupations. Female - humanities and social sciences; males - math, science, and technology. Why? Some think greater physical activity among boys (biological?) discourages parents from reading to them as often as girls (social). Self-fulfilling prophecy for girls  lower expectation so perform less. 
Sex and Gender: Some Definitions: Sex - biological; gender - social. Gender identity is the perception, developed by age three, of oneself as male or female. Gender order is a macro-level concept, refers not to individuals but to social structure. Includes norms and roles, how one should act. Gendered Division of Labour in which males and females in labour arenas, tend to act “gender appropriately”, ex: men take on more demanding jobs and women do housework.
Structural Functionalism: Benefit society. Society’s need to reproduce, given women’s greater vulnerability at pregnancy, need protection and care. Problem arises when this temporary vulnerability in pregnancy goes broader and become permanent for responsibility at housework and childcare, father now permanent “breadwinner”. Breadwinners access to public realm of paid labour and perform instrumental tasks. Women private realm of home, valued less. 
Symbolic Interactionist: World socially constructed and changeable. Norms surrounding male and female, hints of homosexuality avoided; men don’t kiss other men. Children learn gendered behaviour, imitating others and receiving awards. Androgyny – blending both male and female traits. 
Marxist Conflict: Concentrate on ethnic, race, and gender instead of social class inequalities. Delays revolution of workers against ruling class. Factories took workers away from homes, resulting in need for someone to stay home and care for kids, resulting in gender inequality that didn’t exist in farm economy. Victorian age solidified division. 
Feminist: Patriarchy, traits associated with men are valued more than those associated with women. Liberal Fem – gendered inequality can be remedied by giving women greater opportunity; universal day care, pay equity. Social Fem – patriarchy must be eradicated, capitalism real issue. Domestic labour undervalued. Radical Fem – abolition of male supremacy. 2 focuses: biological reproduction and paid labour. Alternative reproduction permanently eliminate male dominance.   

Chapter Seven: Gender Relations

TERMS

Within Variation- comparing males to males or female to females

Between Variation- comparing males to females (or vice versa)

Sex- a biological trait distinguishing males (XY) to females (XX) [continuum]

Gender - a social construct based, on definitions of masculinity and femininity and consisting largely on the norms and expectations that encourage people to behave in a ‘sex-appropriate’ manner. [continuum]

Gender Identity- the perception, (at approx 3 years old) , of oneself as male or female

Gendered Order- macro-level concept and refers social structure. Ultimately directing how males and females should act. The result is the gendered order of labour where males and females, in both paid/unpaid labours, tend to act ‘gender-appropriately.’

PERSPECTIVES

Structural Functionalism:

-
Gendered division of labour, persist because they benefit society in some way.

-
Gender is another way that helps maintain order and promote social stability

-
Men often occupy the public realm (paid labour and perform instrumental tasks needed for survival), where women are often regulated private realm (unpaid domestic labour responsible for expressive tasks) Women often work double shift (public and private)

Symbolic Interationist:

-
Gendered definitions are negotiable, and that norms of masculinity/femininity help define behaviours.

-
Children learn gendered behaviour by imitating others, and through receiving punishment/awards for ‘gender-appropriate or –inappropriate’

Conflict:

-
Concentrating on gender and not social class order, can lead to divisions and fighting within the gendered group

-
Pulling men into the labour left the women at home (‘cult of domesticity’) increased the gap of gendered inequality

Feminist:

-
Main force behind women’s oppression is patriarchy (traits of men valued more than those of women) Thus men have an unearned privilege.

o
Liberals say give women more opportunity

o
Socialist say it will take a awhile, and the capitalism is the real issue

o
Radical say women will not be treated equal in the work force while also having full responsibility of children at home.

WAGE GAP
-
Women earn less than men, but convergence is occurring and closing the wage gap.

See below for QUESTIONS

Answer Key: 1. D 2. B 3. C

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

1. Gendered division of labour exists because it:

a) maintains order

b) maintains social stability

c) is beneficial

d) all of the above

2. A man named Bob has two tatoos, while a man named Joe has 4 tatoos. This displays;

a) between variation

b) within variation

c) gendered identitiy

d) breaking a gendered norm

3. Concentrating on gendered differences may be problematic to the order of social classes is an example of what Perspective:

a) Symbolic interactionist

b) Feminist

c) Conflict

d) Functionalist
Chapter 7 – Gender Relations

Introduction:


-discussion of gender differences in the context of the nurture and nature positing (CH.4)


- explanations offered for the differential treatments men and women and at gender socialization 

- three important areas in gender research: body image/ work and pay issues/ abuse

BY THE NUMBERS:


Attempted suicide: 3 females to 1 male, ratio of 15 – 19 year olds hospitalized for attempted suicide.


In Canada 3 males kill themselves to 1 female.

Biological and Social Determinism:

-
Nurture, implies a possibility of change

-
Nature, is more fixed

-
Non-genetic difference: men are more likely to vote conservative and are more sarcastic (social factors)

-
Health and longevity: 81.4 years women, 75.9 years men (social + biological factors)

-
Social variables affect gender gap: unsafe sex, smoking, drinking etc.

-
Ethnic groups have social influences

Numeracy and literacy differences

-
Female students over represented in Humanities and Social Sciences

-
Male students over represented in math, tech and science

-
Above reasons point to view of why men are “better” at math, incorrect view due to misrepresentation.

-
Study (Leahey and Gue, 2001) found that by grade 12, a slight difference is present in geometry.

-
Women with more math skills earn more money at work than those with lesser skills

-
Women excel at literacy

Sex and Gender: Some Definitions

-
Sex and gender are not the same thing (sociologist view) sex is biological/ gender is a social construct

-
Learning gender roles occurs early in the socialization process, can be affected by things such as culture and environment

-
Gender identity – perception (developed by age 3) of oneself.  Not to be confused with orientation and is not necessarily consistent with a persons sex.

-
Gendered order – macro-level concept refers to social structure, not individuals (includes gender roles, norms, ideology – directs how males and females “should” act)

-
Gendered division of labour – doing gender “appropriate” jobs

Major theoretical Perspectives on Gender:
Structural Functionalism Perspective

-
Main position: social practices such as gender division of labour persist because they benefit society in some way.

-
Example: we need to reproduce, woman is vulnerable, therefore she needs protection.  Man is the breadwinner and gives protection.

-
Public realm (men): paid labour and perform tasks needed to survive.

-
Private realm (women): nurturing and emotional support.

BY THE NUMBERS:

15.8 % of families with children had a lone parent (stats Canada, 2000)

Symbolic Integrationist Perspective

-
The world is socially constructed and changeable.

-
Do not see division of labour as a natural outcome of the need to reproduce.

-
Male/ female roles are negotiable and gender identity is not “fixed”

-
Main contribution: (Brown and Gilligan, 1992)

o
Children learn gendered behavior

o
Gender is more a product of social and cultural influences, rather than biological.

-
Behavior is affected by what is “gender appropriate”  ex: clothing

Marxist Conflict Perspective

-
Emphasis on economic forces (driving the society

-
Gender inequality drives infighting between men and women, which may give greater control to capitalist “haves”

Feminist Perspectives

-
No single feminist perpective

-
Some agreement that the main force behind women’s oppression is patriarchy

o
Liberal feminism 


Argue: inequality can be remedied by giving women greater opportunity


View: gender inequality is the main problem in today’s society

o
Social feminism


Agrees: patriarchy must be eradicated 


View: capitalism as the real issue

o
Radical feminism


One goal: abolition of male supremacy (biological reproduction and paid labour)


Argue: in vitro fertilization and other alternatives will eliminated man’s control over women’s bodies


Expect: an end to capitalism 

Three Areas of Difference

-
Section covers: body image, work and pay issues, abuse
Body Image

-
Children 7 – 18: obesity has tripled 

-
Weight is a large factor of image

-
Dieting is epidemic more so for women

-
Girls have a desire to be slim/ bigger breasts/ smaller hips

-
Men have a desire to be more muscular/ bigger penis (btw: book says 15cm erect is average)

-
Many opt for surgery.

-
Media takes a large share of the blame for presenting what a body should look like

-
Sense of failure if one does not meet the “perfect” body image

o
Objectification


Involves viewing a person as an object, usually sexual


Advertising encourages this practice


Biggest criticism occurs when objectification occurs in the workplace


Gender gap is narrowing, however women’s appearance is still more important than man’s

The Gender Wage Gap

-
Last 50 years has an increase in pay for women

-
Labour force(2002): 59.% women, 73.3% men

-
Women take more temporary/part time positions

-
Unemployment rate ages(15 to 24): 15.3% men, 11.6% women

-
Incomplete high school: 17% men, 13% women

-
See table 7.1 page 163 for distributions

-
Men hold a broader range of jobs than women

-
Postsecondary education: 58% women, 42%men receive degrees (stat Canada)

-
See table 7.2 page 164 for distributions

NOTE:


This chapter generally discusses differences between stay at home work vs. public work and the differences between the wages.  Basic ideas, as an example, women are nurses men are engineers persist.  Also discusses wage gaps as a response to education and child rearing.  Most concepts in this chapter are intuitive. 

 
Experiencing Violence

-
Women are much more likely to experience abuse (verbal or physical) than men

-
In the workplace women are more likely to experience sexism

-
Legislation tries to curb abuse

-
Child abuse may lead to becoming an abuser or being more susceptible to abuse

-
Victimization: homicides are committed against men twice as often as against woment (stats Canada).  Visible minorities are over represented

-
Sexual assault data shows 9:1 ratio female to male victims

-
Home violence data is harder to acquire 

Convergence?

-
Gender gap is closing with respect to: pay, job tenure and household responsibilities

-
Some gender imbalances may persist.  Example women can legally walk around topless but choose not to

-
Closing the gender gap: women “catching up to men” is a view.  Changing patterns in marriage is another.

-
Change has begun primarily through the women’s movement  and being “conscious” of the dangers with respect to sexism
Chapter 7 – Gender Relations
Biological and Social Determinism

•
Nuture implies the ability to change, nature is more fixated

•
Social variables affect gender gap, changes over time in the size of the age longevity gap most likely due to different ethnic group ratios.

•
Within variation (ie male to male comparison) 

•
Between variation (ie male to female comparison) – creates inequities for individual males or individual females (leads to oversimplification of data)

Numeracy and Literacy Differences

•
 Females are overrepresented in the humanities and social sciences, while males are majority wise in mathematics, technology, and sciences. (ie females do not take as many advanced math courses as males and even when they do- there are faster rates of acceleration for high school boys especially in geometry or special reasoning) –

•
Some think that greater physical activity among boys (Biological) discourages parents to read to them as often they do girls (social)

•
When girls were told they would not do well on a test, they actually did worse and when the same was said to boys they did better.

•
Rosenfield states that all research on gender differences should be context- specific, encourage cross-cultural extensions, determines similarities and differences, and go beyond gender as a category

Sex and Gender Definitions

•
Sex – biological trait characterized by XX chromosomes and estrogen for females, and XY chromosomes and testosterone for males

•
Gender – social construct based upon definitions of masculinity and femininity that encourage people to behave in “sex-appropriate” ways (Socialization)

•
Gender Identity – perception, developed by age 3, as male or female

•
Gendered order – macro-level concept referring to social structure (incl. roles, norms, and ideology

•
Gendered division of labour – males and females tend to act “gender-appropriately”. Men tend to take on more demanding jobs with less housework, and the women the opposite.

Major Theoretical Perspectives on Gender

Structural Functionalism: 

•
 Gendered division of labour existed because it benefited society (ie woman takes care of children and man works for family income)

•
Gender is a social convention such as family and law, maintaining order and promoting social stability

•
Public realm – paid labour and perform instrumental tasks needed for survival (breadwinner) where competition is strong, aggressive, and rational

•
Private realm – unpaid domestic labour and responsible for expressive tasks like nurturing and providing emotional support (often valued as less than public realm)

•
Public/private realms – are seen to combine to create social order but should be seen a continuum: most men do some housework, and some women none etc.

Symbolic Interactionalist

•
 Norms regarding definitions of masculinity and femininity are powerful within our society

•
Argue that children learn gendered behaviour through imitation, receiving awards and punishments for behaviour as gender appropriate or inappropriate

•
Gender is a product of social and cultural factors as opposed to biological influences

•
Behaviour affected by gender-appropriate definitions (ie clothes to be worn, amount of food eaten, choice of occupation, parental responsibilities). Norms could be as simple as girls having bows in their hair.

•
Gender regarded as a continuum 

•
Androgyny – blending both masculine and feminine

Marxist – Conflict Perspective

•
Puts emphasize on economic forces (seen as the driving force in society, influencing religion and communications)

•
Link subordination to Industrial Revolution where women were need to stay home when their husbands were working in factories (Cult of Domesticity- men and women have different innate interests and capabilities)
Feminist Perspectives

•
Main force behind woman’s repression in Canada is a patriarchy, where the traits associated with men are valued more than those associated with women.

•
Liberal feminism argues gender inequality can be remedied by giving women greater opportunity (ie pay equity, employment equity policies, free day care) Gender inequality is seen as main problem in today’s society

•
Socialist feminism argues that patriarchy must end, which is ultimately caused by capitalism.

•
Radical feminism is determined upon the abolition of male supremacy: biological reproduction and paid labour. Argue for in vitro fertilization to perm. Eliminate male domination of women’s bodies.

3 Areas of Difference

Body Image

•
Weight is the largest factor with improved appearance always being the primary goal.

•
Cult of thinness – never-ending fight to be slim (mostly found in young women). Can lead to anorexia (voluntary starvation) or bulimia (binging then purging through laxatives or emetics and suffer serious mineral deficiencies). Biological and social factors.

•
Media can be to blame for widespread body image dissatisfaction. But blaming media takes away from agency of men and women 

•
Objectification – involves viewing a person as an object, usually a sexual object. Role conflict could take place, especially in the work place. Advertisements heavily use objectification using suggestive poses for men and women. Greater emphasize on appearance of woman.

Gendered Wage Gap
Violence

•
Spousal abuse – women are often more violent especially in university

•
Harassment at work can be a confusion of rather simple comments vs actual harassment

•
Courts have ruled that any material depicting sexual activity and violence is a criminal act

•
Homosexual panic defense – where a man kills another man where he thinks he has propositioned him.

Convergence

•
Gender gap is closing with respect to things like pay, job tenure, and household responsibilities

•
Questioning of whether women should actually have all the same rights as men (ie Topless in public, more time in prison)

•
Men decreasing and women increasing (ie greater delinquency in girls and less delinquency in males)

Summary

•
Within variation and between variations is introduced to temper tendencies to dichotomize the sexes. Nature vs nurture is important in the dev. Of such differences.

•
Functionalism  was criticized

•
Symbolic interactionism defined masculinity and feminism

•
Marxists see capitalism as the controlling factor of gender inequality

•
Moderate feminists see a correctable lack of opportunity

•
Radical feminists need for women to fully control reproduction

•
Norms regarding body appearance, the work place (pay), and violence.

•
Issues of advancement arise from factors outside of work, especially with dual-career families. Chilly climate may have to do more with things other than sexism and two variables are needed before drawing a conclusion

•
Convergence looks at whether the two sexes will ever be equal. It will never be equal for care of children while pay will be easier to achieve.

Text Chapter 10

Families

Two main points: 

•
Families are the social arena in which most people spend most of their lives.

•
As one of the institutions of society, families are affected and affect other institutions

Two factors would make studying of families easy:

•
Generalizations are made based on our own limited experiences

•
Family behaviour is private

Marriage – a commitment and an ongoing exchange

Expressive Changes- the emotional dimension of marriage (ie love, sexual gratification, companionship)

Instrumental exchanges – task-oriented dimension (ie earning a living, spending money)

Family – two or more people who are related by blood, adoption, or another form of extended commitment.

Monogamy- two partners

Polygamy – more than two partners

Polygyny – one man to two or more women

Polyandry – one women to two or more men

Sex Codes

•
Majority of societies at least tolerated premarital intercourse

•
Extramarital sex more strictly prohibited vs premarital sex

•
Many people consider adultery acceptable as long as it’s secret

Consanguine vs Nuclear Bonds

•
Tribal societies use consanguine family. Kinship used to est. economic, political, religious units. Usually pre-arranged marriages

•
In nuclear families, kin network is less important. Emphasize on spousal bond – choose each other.

Importance of marriage

•
Reproduction and socialization of the young

•
Cultural expectations to be in a state of union

Incest Taboo

•
Prohibits sex and marriage for close bio relatives.

•
1st prevents sexual rivalry from breaking up the family

•
2nd marriage outside nuclear family enlarges kinship network through alliances w/ other families

Importance of Inheritance

•
Links generations and produces social relationships into future

•
On other hand, intergenerational transfers in families perpetuate inequality (esp. gender inequality)

Family Change

•
1st transition (1870-1950) brought smaller families, and change in economic costs and benefits of children, along with new cultural environment – making it more appropriate to control family size.

•
2nd transitions (1960-present)  

Perspectives on Family Change

Structural explanation (macro):
•
Changes in one part of society affect others.

•
Chief units of reproduction and socialization of young, units of economic action.

•
Industrialization and modernization brought structural differentiation the family lost many roles of economic production, education, social security, and care of the aged to non-family institutions.

•
Families became less central to organization of society (became weaker influences on behaviour, opinion, fewer functions…)

•
This is called de-institutionalization – fewer constraints

•
Women started to expand into labour market, putting less importance on marriage (leading to higher divorce rates and cohabitation)

Cultural explanation (micro):
•
Non-industrial societies found emotional gratification through religion and community (held together by mechanical solidarity – a sense of belonging and identity w/ the surrounding community)

•
In the industrial world societies held together by organic solidarity – division of labour where individuals are dependent upon other’s special abilities (families became increasingly involved in involvement, emotional gratification, personal id)

•
Roussel suggested that in the 1970s and 1980s ppl became less interested in external norms and more interested in personal standards (marriage changes from an institution to projet de couple with fewer social constraints)

Anticipating Marriage

•
Majority of people are motivated  to be married or live in enduring relationships

•
Marriage becomes complicated due to gender-based socialization 

•
Boys train girls to see sex as part of the relationship whereas girls train boys to see love and commitment as part of the commitment

•
Two old ‘moralities’: Abstinence standards – forbidding premarital sex and Double standards – which expects virgin women and men are allowed to have sex

•
Two new moralities: Love standard – sex is a physical expression of love and the Fun standard – views sex as primarily a giving and receiving of sexual pleasure

•
Children are staying at home until way older usually due to economic factors

•
Less formal relationships often substitute for marriage especially among those aged 20-29

•
Cohabitation seen as an alternative to being single

•
Homogamy – idea that people marry others like themselves, is more common

•
Heterogamy – ideal age gap of 5-10 years, somebody who’s different

•
Mating gradient – when a couple has one member who’s less experienced in taking responsibility, playing leadership roles, and achieved less in economic and career goals.

Marital and Family Interactions

•
Complementary-roles model – where husband spends more time at work and the wife at unpaid work

•
Double burden – wife does same amount of paid work as unpaid work

•
Collaborative or role-sharing model – equal roles for both husband and wife
Sociology Review Chapter Ten- Families

The study of families is important BUT two factors make studying it difficult:

1.
too many generalizations about families based on our own limited experiences, making it difficult to take a broader look at family behaviour

2.
family behaviour is generally considered private

Marriage is a commitment and made up of:

Expressive exchanges: the emotional dimension of marriage (love, sexual gratification..)

Instrumental exchanges: the task-orientated dimension (earning living, spending money…)

Four types of Marriage: monogamy(two partners), polygyny(one man with multiple wives), polyandry(women with multiple husbands),group sharing(multiple partners)

Nuclear family: a “traditional” family consisting of at most two generations

Historical transformations in families:

•
first transition: brought about smaller families & involved a change in the economic costs & benefits of children, & a new cultural environment that made it more appropriate to control family size

•
second transition: end of baby boom, end of trend to marry young, growth of common-law unions, increase in post-marital cohabitation

1950’s- “golden age of the family”- a period when life was family centered BUT research made it clear it wasn’t ideal. Ex: violence and abuse in families

Macro perspective on families: industrialization and modernization brought structural differentiation and increasingly, separate structures in society came to serve specific functions. The family lost many of its roles in economic production, education, social security and care of the aged to non-family institutions. (Ex: schools, factories, police.. ). Families have become less central to the organization of society, a reduced role that allows for more flexibility in family arrangements

Micro perspective on families: looked within families. In non-industrialized societies individuals obtain much of their emotional gratification through religion and community. In the transition to industrialized society, families became considerably more important as sources of emotional gratification, affective involvement, and a sense of personal identity for individuals

Changes in typical martial life cycle: 

•
years of childbearing have been reduced, & a new and often happy stage of the empty nest has emerged, between the moving out of the last child & the death of one of the spouses

•
increased rate of survival of parents means that the nuclear family can now be much more self-sufficient.

Average duration of marriage is 30 years

Boys & girls tend to be socialized differently: Boys are more sexual & achievement-orientated. Girls are more emotional.

Dating can be seen as a more or less explicit bargaining relationship, in which each person tried to get the best possible deal

Two new moralities of sexual behaviour: love standard; regards sex as a physical expression of love and premarital sex is acceptable when love or strong affection is present (females more likely to support). Fun standard; views sex as primarily a giving and receiving of sexual pleasure(boys more likely to support)

Average age of leaving home started to rise in 1970s causing a “cluttered nest”

Cohabitation use to be a pre-honeymoon period but now it became a longer period and the normal form of entry into unions for persons who are single, but especially for the previously married.

Homogamy: idea that people marry themselves. Most people are likely to marry someone who is pretty much like themselves in most social & economic characteristics

As achieved characteristics (ex: education and occupation), play an increasing role in the lives of women, the timing of the transition to marital relationships is delayed while stable work careers are being established

For both sexes marriage has become less central to the transition to adulthood & the set of roles that define us

Gender perspective: prompts men to avoid housework as a means to establish their masculinity

Close to half of families could be described as “neo-traditional” because the major responsibility for paid and unpaid work remains divided along the traditional gender lines. The largest increases in the 1980’s and 90’s have involved lone-parent families.

At an economic level children are very costly, since they are largely dependent on their parents & do not contribute to family income. At a non-economic level children are costly in the sense that parents have less time & energy for themselves.  Children offer advantages also. Ex: immediate pleasure in the form of fun & laughter at home

Lone parenthood is occurring earlier and earlier in the lives of children and now applies to more than one-fifth of children by age 6.

Separation and divorce have certainly increased since the 1960s, but it is also important to appreciate that most common situation is for people to be married only once. 

Divorce propensities are particularly high for those who married at a young age and who had premarital births. Divorce is higher for couples raising step-children, for those who have a larger age difference at marriage, and for persons whose parents had separated. Women with higher incomes have higher divorce prospects.

Sociology: Chapter 10- Families

⋅
Marriage requires 2 exchanges, expressive exchange and instrumental exchange. 

⋅
4 types of marriage

⋅
Polyandry: one woman married to two or more men

⋅
Monogamy: marriage involving two partners 

⋅
Polygyny: one man married to more than one women

⋅
Group marriage: marriage involving multiple partners 

⋅
A Family can be defined as two or more people who are related by blood, adoption, or some other form of extended commitment. 

⋅
Incest taboo: prohibiting sex and marriage for close biological relatives. 

⋅
Macro/Structural perspective: family and kin had larger number of functions, family units were in charge of not only reproduction and socialization of children, but also economic production and religious observance. 

⋅
Micro/cultural perspective: Durkheim states that societies were held together by mechanical solidarity. In industrial world societies are held together by organic solidarity. 

⋅
Child bearing decreased over the years. 

⋅
Dating= exchanges
⋅
Two old moralities of dating: 
⋅
Abstinence standard: forbids premarital sex 
⋅
Double standard: grants men premarital sex, but expects virginity of women.

⋅
Cohabitation: two people living together, alternative to marriage. 

⋅
Homogamy: people marry others like themselves.

⋅
Heterogamy: dissimilarity between married partners. 

⋅
Models of the division of work:

Durkheim- division of labour complementary roles for husbands and wives. 
⋅
Complementary-role models: husband spends more time at work than wife
⋅
Double burden: wife is doing same amount of work as husband

⋅
Families are starting to have less to hold them together, therefore divorce is higher. 
Chapter 10-Social Institutions (Families)

Much of socialization takes place in families. Firstly, families are the social arena in which people spend most of their lives. Secondly, families affect and are affected by other social institutions.

Marriage: defined as a commitment and on ongoing exchange; at a personal level marriage is undertaken with considerable seriousness. At a social level, it means certain customs and laws govern entering/leaving a marriage.

Exchanges: Expressive exchanges-emotional dimension of marriage include love, sexual gratification, companionship and empathy. 

Instrumental exchanges: task-oriented dimension; include earning a living, spending money and maintaining a household. In virtually all marriages, expressive and instrumental exchanges take place.

Family: defined as two or more people who are related by blood, adoption, or some other form of extended commitment. 

There are four possible composition of marriage group:

1)
Monogamy: marriage involving only two partners.

2)
Polygyny: one man married to two or more women; husband-sharing.

3)
Polyandry: one woman married to two or more men; wife-sharing.

4)
Group marriage: marriage involving multiple partners.

Theoretical Perspective on Family Change

1) Structural Functionalism- Macro/structural perspective; maintains that changes in any one part of society affect other parts and that each part of society serves some function for the whole.

2) Micro/Cultural perspective; other explanation of family change have looked within families, proposing expressive activities, that have become increasingly important.

Both perspectives argue that family is weaker, either because it plays fewer roles in society, or because families easily fall short of satisfying high expectations.

Dating 

Dating was described as an exchange or bargaining situation in which the person with the most to offer has the most power.

Premarital sexual standards:

1)
Abstinence standard: allows no premarital sex. 

2)
Double standard: allows premarital sex for men only.

3)
Love standard: permits pre-marital sex for persons of either gender if they are in love.

4)
Fun standard: approves of premarital sex for either gender, even without love.

Cohabitation

1)
Homogamy: the idea that people marry others like themselves.

2)
Heterogamy: Occurs with respect to age. Women marry at a younger age than men.

Questions:

1)
The most prevalent marital form and the majority of marriages in almost all societies include which marriage group?

a)
Polygyny

b)
Polyandry

c)
Monogamy

d)
Group marriage 

The answer is c.

2)
Which sociologist said that societies were held together by mechanical solidarity, a sense of belonging and immediate identity with the surrounding community?

a)
Durkheim

b)
Marx

c)
Weber

d)
Olsen

The answer is a.

3)
More than ______ married others of the same religion.

a)
One-third

b)
One-half

c)
One-fourth

d)
One-eighth

The answer is b.

Text Chapter 12 (Media)
Terms

Media


Transmits values, behaviours and definitions of social reality –integration function


Reflects social relations: socializes audience


Contributes to gender stereotyping 


Media Violence: imitation, social reality as violent


Demographic differences in TV watching


TV renders intelligence


Takes away imagination


Increases solitary (not social)


Digital Device: class/education differences in social media (within and between societies)


Internet use related to age, income, and education


Very few documented cases of online predators


Media sets the image that predators abuse children, but the most common abuse is within the family ( most common amongst poor families)


The media portrays many myths (i.e myth- women are raped by strangers who are psychological misfits. Reality- the majority of women are raped by a known assailant who is ‘normal’)


Media injects the audiences with messages that make them act in a certain way( i.e it encourages masculinity and aggressiveness)


The sector comprising media, telecommunications, and computer industries is the largest and fastest-growing component of the global market


Owners of communications companies are members of particular class of people- capitalist owners- who have a particular interest in seeing society run in a way that allows them to continue reaping profits and wielding power


They will screen out reports sympathetic to alternatives regimes, or about activities that threaten their interest, such as trade unions, poor people’s movements, or environmental organizations

Sociology Chapter 12 Notes (Media)
Media is vital to understanding global events. Before the media it was relatively hard to gain any information from places distant from where people lived. The max speed was usually that of a person on horse (land), or a sailing ship (Sea). Led to enormous time lags between information – sometimes even weeks. Media made physical distance less and less of a barrier to communication.
Perspective on Media Transformation

Tech. change and the info society

•
Sociologist Daniel Bell originated idea of ‘information society’ or ‘the network society’ in The Coming of Post-Industrial Society said to be visible around the year 2000. He argues that the post-industrial era society could be a time of promise where escape from poverty and class division of old ‘industrial’ society

•
Main shift to a “post-industrial” society was advances in scientific knowledge, systematically organized to create wealth producing technologies. Usually associated with a shift from manufacturing to service economy – manual jobs to more technical jobs and the introduction – and new “intellectual technology” of computerized systems.

•
Bell emphasized role of media in making the new system – “information explosion” – renamed “information society” where information technologies are moving us to a new stage of civilization.

•
Technological determinism – where economic, cultural, and political transformations are seen as following behind technological advancement.

•
New media technologies are seen as increasing people’s choice of information sources and channels of communication – two way rather than one way.

•
Mobile network – latest media form is mobile, networked communications devices. Rheingold states that easy-communication will promote democracy through ‘smart mobs’ – ad hoc mobilizations of well-informed, well-connected citizens. Negative effects may include – lack of privacy, people always on call for work, spamming and commercial solicitation, and increased multi-tasking accidents. Big changes are undeniable a result of mobile technology.

•
McLuhan states, in Seeing is Believing, that media extends our senses – especially capacity to see and hear. Proposed that there were 3 stages:

1.
Oral, spoken culture of traditional societies, relying on hearing (more face to face interpersonal exchanges)

2.
Era of the written word, relied on sight. Ie printing press. (Once something is written it can be split off from the originator in a way that speech cannot) (can be denied to many) 

3.
Current era of electronic media, using both sight and hearing (reintegrates balance between senses, attempt to “re-tribalize” humankind creating a ‘global village’)
•
Mcluhan’s view is that with each shift in means of communication our attitudes, institutions, patterns of behaviour and way of thinking change as well.

Political Economy of Media

•
Relationship to issues of power and wealth

•
Looking at the social institutions that govern the production, distribution, and consumption of information

•
Technologies of freedom –decentralization of the means of communication

•
Under capitalism everything is utilized to make a profit. Where culture industry is a vital part of the capitalist economy. There’s a high concentration of ownership in largest company.

•
Communications conglomerate – operates mainly within the media sector and often aims to control as many different media as possible: news, magazines, books, television stations, radio, cable systems, recordings, DVDs, chains of movie theatres.

•
Hypodermic model – injecting audiences with messages that make them act in a certain way.

•
Cultural studies school – beginning to investigate popular culture as an arena where contending cultural codes and agendas are in conflict. (ie Trekkies in response to Star Trek fans)

•
Media helps us define what we consider truly attractive of sexy, masculine or feminine. It also defines how gender roles is shaped and reflected by the cultural and economic factors. Increasing influence in the socialization process.

Violence in the media

•
Surrogate theory – vicarious experiencing of aggression provides substitute for actually expressing it, a sort of ‘safety valve’.

•
Desensitization – making the subject less sensitive to the real violence (problem)

•
Disinibition – inclining the subject to shed barriers toward physical expression of aggressive feelings

•
Cultivation effect – long term investigation (by Gerbner at the Annenburg School of Communication in Philly) of the media, where they focused on the content of the media.
Media and Globalization

•
Information imbalance – gives some people much better capacity to produce, record, process, and distribute information than others

•
Cultural imperialism – Seen as a weapon where western culture is forced through neo-colonial control through economic and cultural means. Swamping of developing nations by western cultural imports: film, tv programs, music, magazines. (ie McDonalds)

•
Hybridization – Two way process by which not only is Western culture established into other parts of the world, but western culture also is sold ‘exotic cultural items’ 

Cyberspace

•
Cyberspace – term invented by Gibson, the Canadian science-fiction author.

•
Virtual community – Rheinhold’s idea that modern society is characterized by loss of ‘we feeling’ that exists in traditional communities and being replaced by impersonal, faceless, association typical of industrial urban life.

•
Virtual commerice – Online advertising, profitable commerce, connection of businesses with customers, cut travel costs, monitor employees, cut jobs, and launch new goods and services.

Text Chapter 13 (Education)
Review
Functions of Education

1. Socialization

-learn norms/values of society

-formal curriculum: overt content of schooling, learn to read, write, do math

-hidden curriculum: unspoken norms, values and routines e.g. submit to authority

-Functionalists support this view of education as supporting needs within society 

-Parsons said education redirects youth from emotional demands of home life toward formalized demands of adult life

-also creates conditions in which role differentiation is accepted as being based on merit

2.
Employment

-prepares one for employment and developing skills for labour force

-post-secondary education is key in a knowledge economy

-Lifelong learning: skills in demand change, thus it’s necessary to be constantly leaning and upgrading skills and knowledge

-Human Capital Theories: educational attainment is directly related to labour and market outcomes

-Conflict Sociologists: study how education leads to the reproduction of social inequalities
Education and Social Inequality

Meritocracy: principle that people are selected for social positions based on achievement

-conflict theorists challenge this saying it is more based on ascribed characteristics (schools keep dominant groups in power while creating an illusion of opportunity, objectivity and fairness

A.
Gender
-unequal distribution of teachers and staff

-gender stereotyping in classroom interactions and in textbooks (boys rewarded for being dominant)

-women have surpassed men in educational attainment (52% of all MA degrees in 2001)

-women still more likely to be found in gender typical occupations

-glass ceiling: fact that women are close to the top positions but cannot reach them

B.
Ethnicity
-lack of minority teachers, white focus of curriculum and undercurrent of racism in schools

-Aboriginals have lowest educational attainment

-Obgu applied three distinct categories to minorities to understand differences in achievement


-autonomous minorities: in a numerical sense, integrated into society


-voluntary minorities: immigrants who moved voluntarily, education is a focus


-involuntary minorities: minority status is not chosen, least likely to see their cultural 

values in education, most successful of this group end up emulating mainstream culture

      -Critical Pedagogy: ways education can become more empowering and a catalyst for social change

C.
Social Class
-social class is most important predictor of educational and occupational attainment

-parents level of education strongly related to child’s aspirations, expectations and achievement

-Are these differences individual choices of related to institutional structures?
Resistance Theory

-Paul Willis

-working class youth reject middle class norms and values of education in favour of working class ideals of manual labour

-therefore, they are no passive victims of institutional processes

-criticized for looking at a relatively small group of boys as representing all working class students
Rational Choice Theory

-educational choices are made based on cost-benefit analysis

-therefore, individuals from lower classes less likely to invest in post secondary education

-research suggests that most make decisions to attend post secondary school based on educational and vocational interests
Correspondence Theory

-Marxist theory

-educational forms and processes correspond to conditions and needs in capitalist economy

e.g. rise in post secondary education is due to a need for a disciplined work force

-Anyon concluded that students learn to develop different attitudes about how work is being done, which in turn prepares them for the different roles they will eventually assume in workplace

Habitus and cultural reproduction

-Bourdieu

-cultural capital: one’s access to and understanding of the dominant culture

-habitus: we are products of our social environment, the way we see our place in the world affects how we act, interpret experiences and think

-symbolic violence: schools neglect the everyday experiences of students outside the mainstream and enforce middle class values and norms on all students –leads to working class students to engage in self selection and self censorship

-Lehman studied how social class affects high school students educational aspirations and choices

-interpreted findings as expressions of habitus 


-students in different streams express distinctly different attitudes toward schooling 


-demonstrates interplay between institutional and individual forces in social class 

reproduction

Labeling

-students labeled by teachers based on characteristics

-Gracey-kindergarten socializes kids into expectations of grade school by creating physical set ups that mimic the adult world

-it is how well kids relate to these structures that gives them a certain label
-often attractiveness and neatness are falsely linked to wealth and academic abilities

-labels stay with students and affect their learning (i.e. good, bad, adequate)

-self fulfilling prophecies: labels affect students’ placement in streams and tracks, thus affecting their academic and occupational achievement

Tracking/Streaming

-process of placing students in different educational programs

-Oakes found that students do not learn better in homogenous groups

-teachers and peers develop more negative attitudes towards those placed in lower tracks

-students in lower streams develop lower self esteem

-problem with streaming not being based on merit –largely based on standardized tests

-research shows social class and race difference in stream placements (white, higher classes more represented in higher streams)

-students in different streams are prepared for very different roles in later lives

Experiencing Schools

A. Student Roles
-students establish their own cultural norms and coping mechanisms while in school

-student roles can change over time

School Subcultures

-longer schooling creates conditions for the formation of various peer subcultures with separate norms, expectations and coping mechanisms

-subcultures generally don’t place high value on academic achievement

-it is important to have a peer group to negotiate potentially alienating culture of schools

B. Bullying
-the act of bothering, making fun of, troubling and attacking somebody on a repeated basis and with the explicit intention of hurting that person

-neither rare or isolated, happens quite commonly

Sexual Harassment

-specific form of bullying

-boys are more likely to commit it than girls

-Stein argued that school, peer and pop cultures trivialize and perpetuate gender inequalities and violence

-must change school culture to focus on equity and social justice instead of competition and authority

Extreme Violence

- gun related violence in schools is unlikely

- school is a relatively safe place for young people (more so than at home, parks and on street)

- youth gang membership contributes to violence in schools

- our pop culture teaches that guns and violence are effective ways of resolving conflict but we need to put violence into a context:

- state violence: budget cuts reduced welfare provisions and programs that mostly affect already disadvantaged

- symbolic violence: schools are alienating places that don’t reflect community struggles and cannot support positive responses to conflict

Future

-provincial and federal government struggling to find a balance between saving and spending and where to put their money

-neo-liberal policies emphasize minimal government intervention

-Canadian students placed second to Finland on PISA test

-critics concerned that content of curriculum is increasingly driven by demands of standardized testing

Education

Introduction:


Education as been a direct and indirect focus of sociological research


We spend the majority of our time in schools growing up


Because we spend so much time in school we rarely think of the societal implications
Functions of Education

Socialization

Formal curriculum and hidden curriculum: formal curriculum teaches reading, writing, math, problem solving etc.  The hidden curriculum teaches how to work with others, cooperation, to submit to authority, how to behave.

School teaches skills necessary for life in society, not just reading and writing.

Employment


Preparing individuals for work is a key function of education


Economical prosperity of a nation is important in the function of higher education


It can be argued that we now live in a world where economical success is linked to education

Human capital theories: 
· proposes there is a direct relationship between educational attainment and the labour market.

Education and Social Inequality

Meritocracy: 
· the principle that people are picked for social positions based on achievement in accordance with universal standards of hard work, talent, motivation etc.

Gender:
· Women are more likely to be in “gender-typical” jobs, and those in “male” jobs earn lower incomes.


Glass ceiling: refers to the fact that women can see the top but cannot reach it


Less than 20% of top executives in North America are women

Ethnicity:

Lack of minority teachers


Caucasian curriculum focus

Social Class: 


Biggest/ most important predictor of educational and occupational attainment


Resistance Theory: Paul Willis, British sociologist, study on working class students and deviant behaviours


Rational Choice Theory: individuals make decisions based on maximizing return of investments on 
Text Chapter 11 Religion
*Main problem of studying religion: how to define/measure Religiosity 

-Purpose to “detect and gauge the nature and significance of the human consequences of religious claims and experiences.” 

-Not to determine the truth or falsity of religious assertions. 

-Focus on aspects that can be measure/observed

Defining Religion: 
· A system of beliefs and practices about transcendent things, their nature, and their consequences for humanity.

Substantive Definition: 
· What religion “is”; focuses on universal features of activity.

· Can be too exclusive; I.e. “belief in spiritual beings”
Functionalist Definition: 
· What religion “does”; can be too inclusive. 

· I.e. “ system of beliefs and practices by means of which a group struggles with the ultimate problems of human life.” 

Measuring Religiosity… Glock and Stark’s 8 Dimensions 
1.
Experiential: having had contact with the supernatural.

2.
Ritualistic: Level of participation in public rites.

3.
Devotional: Participation in personal activities; prayers before meals.   

4.
Belief: Degree of agreement with doctrines.

5.
Knowledge: Recognition and understanding of the beliefs of a certain religion. 

6.
Consequential: Effect on everyday life.

7.
Communal: Extent of association with fellow members.

8.
Particularistic: Thinking one religion is only true path to salvation.  

Marx (Conflict Theory):  “Opium of the people” 


-Religion serves to justify rule of one class over another


-Social hierarchy justified as divine order; inequality established by God. 


-Distracts from criticizing true source of problems – exploitation by the dominant class 


-Persuades acceptance of inequality as “fate” 

Durkheim (Functionalism): 
“A unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things… which unite into one single moral community… all those who adhere to them.”

Social stability; cultivates altruistic desire to serve needs of the group while Sacrificing individualistic impulses

*All things are divided in to 2 categories

Sacred: pertaining to the supernatural.

Profane: everyday, no special significance to the supernatural. 

*Religious power comes from the fact that religion is a Group Activity.
Collective Conscience: Being part of a religion makes people feel lifted out of the limitations of their personal preoccupations and exposed to an intuitive grasp of the collective wisdom of their society. 
Collective Effervescence: People experience levels of enthusiasm, ecstasy, an inspired heightened sense of strength. **Strengthened capacity to persevere through life’s trials and tribulations. 

Weber (Symbolic Interactionism): “ascetic ethic of vocation”

**Protestant Reformation allowed rise of Capitalism

-Ascetic approach – deny self material pleasures


-Approached work (vocation) by saving, investing and prospered with large profits .

…According to Weber 2 Doctrines contributed to the Protestant ethic. 

1. Martin Luther’s concept of “Callings” 


-All people have an occupation that God has assigned to them


-All callings are equal – gave labour moral legitimacy 

2. John Calvin’s Doctrine of predestination

-Ultimate status of believers has been predetermined by God (good or bad, heaven or hell) 


-Individuals can’t know or change their predetermined status


**Success in one’s calling is unofficial sign that one is saved

Six –Fold Typology of Religion


-Based on 2 Criteria: 
1. Exclusivity or inclusivity 

2. Emphasis on integration into dominant society

i. Universal church

ii. Ecclesia (national)

iii. Denomination

iv. Established Sect

v. Sect

vi. Cult

Secularization: Process by which sectors of society are removed from the denomination of religious institutions.

Institutional Differentiation: Authority/ latent functions of an institution are transferred to other institutions in society. 
Theory of Religious Economies: Views religions as businesses; monopoly not pluralism undermines faith/ attendance. 
**Product to sell to public, need ways to attract members, but product has something to do with the supernatural. 

Compensators: Strategy for obtaining a reward at a later date.



-i.e. do something in this world to obtain better in the next life. 

-Competition good for religion – more incentive for aggressive marketing 

-Religions become subject to the needs and wants of the public

**Prospers most when traditions become part of social or national identity  

6 Factors of New Religious Consciousness

1. Emphasis on Individualism


-What involvement can do for the individual, i.e. personal identity development


-Group benefits become secondary

2. Religious Experience


-All wish to be emotionally and intellectually moved, not just the most virtuous


-Passive faith no longer enough

3. Pragmatic Approach to Authority/Practice


-Leaders must display their superior skills/knowledge (prove themselves)

4. Tolerance


-Greater acceptance of relativism of other perspectives/religions


-Syncretism: Different beliefs/practices are integrated into new belief systems/religions

5. Holistic approach to Life


-Traditional dualism being rejected (divide between mind and body, science and religion)

6. Suspicion of Institutionalization


-Networks of small communities preferred to protect the focus on the individual 


-Reject bureaucratic agendas for efficiency and profit 

Chapter 11: Religion

•
Christianity exercised a profound influence on both the character of the nation and the Canadian character.

•
Across North America, levels of religious participation began to plummet in the 1960s as many baby boomers rebelled against “the establishment”. 

•
The task of sociology is to detect and gauge the nature and significance of the human consequences of such claims and experiences. 

•
Religion can be defined as: a system of beliefs and practices about transcendent things, their nature, and their consequences for humanity.

•
Hard to measure religion because people can be religious in several ways.

Marx: He believed that in every age, religion served to justify the rule of one class over another. He proposed that humanity had not been created in the image of God, like the Bible said. In contrary, the Gods or God had been created in the image of humanity.  Today he is still famous for his phrase characterizing religion as “the opium of the people”. 
Durkheim: He was interested in understanding the processes that held societies together, that kept them unified and strong in the face of adversity and change. Unlike Marx, Durkheim had no interest in dismissing religion as an unnecessary illusion. He did not doubt the reality and the power of religious experience and instead argued that the origins of religions are to be found in the experience of society itself.  He defined religion as: a unified system of beliefs and practices relative to sacred things… which unite into one single moral community.

Weber: His primary concern was the origins and nature of modernity. Individuals can do nothing to either know or change their predestined status. 

Chapter #11: Religion

-
Sociologists don’t seek to determine the truth or falsity of religious assertions about the supernatural, or that which lies beyond day-to-day experience. They detect and gauge the nature and significance of the human consequences of such claims and experiences

-
Supernatural: those things or experiences which appear to be inexplicable in terms of the laws of nature or the material universe

-
Substantive Definitions of Religion: emphasize what religion “is”, by focusing on some crucial and presumably universal feature of religious activity

-
Functionalist Definitions of Religion: focus on what religion “does”, and tend to suffer from the reverse limitation; they can be too broad and inclusive.

-
Religion: a system of beliefs and practices about transcendent things, their nature, and their consequences for humanity

-
The 8 dimensions of religious life: 

1) the experimental; whether people think they’ve had contact with the super natural, 

2) the ritualistic; their level of participation in public rites, 

3) the devotional; their level of participation in activities like praying, 

4) belief; the degree to which they agree with the doctrines of their faith, 

5) knowledge; degree of recognition and understanding of the beliefs of their religion, 

6) the consequential; the effects of religion on their everyday life, 

7) the communal; the extent to which they associate with others of same religion, 

8) the particularistic; degree to which they think religion is the only path to salvation

. 

Questions

1)
 Claiming to have had an encounter with God would be considered to be which of the 8 dimensions of religious life:

a)
Belief

b)
Ritualistic

c)
Experimental

d)
Consequential

e)
The sixth sense

Answer= C

2)
After a tragedy like 9/11 many people turned to religion expecting guidance and answers. Which theorist supports this idea?

a)
Durkheim

b)
Marx

c)
Darwin

d)
Weber

e)
Freud

Answer= D

Text Chapter 5 Deviance 
Summary            
· Academics who study crime and deviance tend to embrace a form of relativism.

· This is a direction that recognizes what is deviant across cultures and through history, and it does not judge acts to be considered right or wrong.
· Norms are shared expectations of behaviour that prescribe what is culturally appropriate or desirable, and are a core concept in the sociology in deviance. 
· Norms are similar to informal rules that are acquired through processes of socialization. 
· A Crime is a behaviour that has been officially recognized by the state as serious forms of antisocial behaviour. 
· To study criminal behaviour, Victimization Surveys and Self- Report Studies are used. 
· A Victimization Survey (Statistics Canada’s General Social Survey) might ask how if a person had been victimized in the past 12 months. 
· This study provides a greater sense of the types of crimes that are not reported to the police. 
· Self-Report Studies also ask individuals about their personal experience of crime, but they ask people to identify the crimes they have committed over the previous years. 
· Another method is Ethnography a.k.a. (participant observation). 
· This involves a researcher to interview individuals or accompany them on their day-day routines. 
· This is a different approach as it guides researchers to learn about the world of deviance through the vantage point of people who are involved in those activities. 
· The study of Deviance draws upon a wide range of research methodologies. 
· Each approach draws a different form of data and is limited by certain characteristics of how the data is produced. 

1)
Which one of these stigmas introduced by Erving Goffman is not true?

A)
Tribal   B) Stigma of the body C) Stigma of the face   D) Stigma of character

2)
What does Environmental Criminology not rely on?

A)
Criminal Behaviour  B) Human Beliefs  C) Formal System of Law  D) Values

*1)-C               * 2)-C

Norms- Shared expectations of behavior that prescribe what is culturally appropriate or desirable and are a core concept in the sociology of deviance.

Crimes- Behaviors that have been officially recognized by the state as serious forms of anti-social behavior.

Crime funnel- The idea of cases that are not arrested, prosecuted or convicted

Dark figure of crime- the unknown and unmeasured volume of crime 

Manners of Etiquette- Social rules that govern interpersonal relationships
Classical criminology- aims to deter crime through the rational and calibrated use of the states formal system of punishment

Environmental criminology
· Aims at deterring crime by making an environment more difficult to commit crimes in. 
· Often leads to displacement, where criminals find elsewhere to commit crimes

Anomie- Large scale breakdown of rules

4 ways to survive without legitimate means

1. Ritualism- Honest, hard working people who are deviant because they have given up hopes for success

2. Innovations- People who use deviant means, rather then legitimate means to achieve a means.

3. Retreatism- Abandoning society all together, examples are drug addicts

4. Rebellion- Actively and loudly reject society’s means and goals.

•
Deviance is a very common thing in society and happens everywhere and everyday

•
Reactions to deviance aren’t always serious

•
Dominant groups often determine what is deviant and what is not by the way they react to the action

•
Deviance isn’t always bad and can serve important social functions

Text Chapter 14: Organizations and Work
Summary

· Work is defined as the activity that makes physical materials, services or mental constructs/ideas more useful.
· With human work we conceptualize the end product before we even begin to work and also human work is purposeful and conscious; it is not performed by instinct.  
· Our work is quite varied; most of us, when considering work focus on activities that we do for pay, however work can take on many forms such as writing an essay or studying for exams.

· Every society has a division of labour- an ordered way of determining who does what. In the earliest human societies there were social divisions of labour which were shaped by gender and age. 

· Organizations come in two main types: formal and informal. Formal organizations are a division of labour to achieve a goal; they make work more efficient. Informal organizations consist of the informal rules and interactions that enable workers to meet the challenges of complex day-to-day life.  Therefore, organizations are always changing throughout negotiations of its members.

· Organizations almost also have hierarchal structures. There are a few at the top who run organizations and direct labour to those underneath them. Occupational segregation is the term used to describe the fact that people in different social categories tend to do different types of work; there is also race and sex segregation. Recent studies show that about 50% of Canadian women would have to change jobs to have an occupational distribution similar to men’s. 

· Many workers in modern society see work as simply a means to and end, “thank god it’s Friday”. Instrumentalism is working only to earn money… but work is supposed to be fulfilling. 

· Industrial Relations system is a process of forming unions and agreeing to contracts. 97% of contracts are settled without a strike. 

· Unemployment in Canada is heightening because of interrelated changes such as: an increase in small-batch production, the movement of jobs to developing countries where labour costs are lower, a reduction in governmental provisions and technological changes.  The unemployment rate is higher now than 1964-1973. It has been said that if the amount of work continues to decline: there will be a shorter work week, careers will be shorter, they will restrict overtime work and there will be job sharing. 

· The “lack of work” problem is foremost on our agenda of the future. There are two main problems: imbalance between resistance and consent and how to organize the work that has been done.  Will globalization change these problems? Only time will tell. 

Questions:

1.
Which are types of Occupational Segregation?

a)
Sex segregation

b)
Race and ethnicity segregation

c)
 Skill segregation

d)
 Both c and b

e)
Both a and b

Answer is e

2.
Organizations come in two main types, what are they?

a)
Formal and informal

b)
Occupational and non-occupational 

c)
Instrumental and non instrumental

d)
None of the above

Answer is a

3.
What is the problem foremost on our agenda of the future?

a)
Globalization

b)
Imbalance between resistance and consent

c)
How to organize the work that has been done

d)
‘lack of work’

e)
None of the above

f)
Both b and c

Answer is d

Chapter 14 Organizations and Work
Work: activity that makes physical materials (manual work), services (service work), or mental constructs/ideas (intellectual work) more useful. 

-
Humans conceptualize the end product before even picking up a tool.

-
Humans work is purposeful and conscious

-
Not performed by instincts ( genetically programmed, coded at birth, and relativity inflexible patterns of activity triggered by a stimulus and designed to satisfy certain needs)

Social Division of Labour: order of determining who does what. 
Detailed Division of Labour: where labour is rarely divided by a few individuals specializing in certain areas
Scientific Management (taylorism): involved eliminating inefficiencies,  studied the production of progress and then broke it down into smaller simpler tasks (workers could be trained more easily, easier to supervise, output could be translated and measured into steps, procedures and formulae), 

-forced workers to work in repetitive manors

-arranged to organize maximum output

Fordism- mass production of a mass market using assembly line methods

Social Contract- the socially accepted understanding sanctioned by government, that if people work hard and produce more good and services each year, the economy would grow and thus financially benefits the workers and management.

Formal Organizations: organizations with a clear division of labour and goals (corporations, schools, government, agencies and political parties)

Iron law of Oligarchy: the premise that even in democratic organizations. Be the socialist or capitalist rule by the many will inevitably become rule by the few

Rationalization: overriding concern within capitalist society for constantly increasing efficiency. 

Informal organization: informal rules and interactions that enable workers to meet the challenges of complex day to day life.    

Bureaucracy: a special type of complex organization. 

-
According to Weber shares characteristics of
1) specialization and division of labour, 
2) hierarchy of authority 
3) rules and regulations 
4) impersonality 
5) technical competence, careers and tenure in the office 6) communication should be formal and written. 
Mcdonalization: a process where principals and organization of fast food restaurants are coming to permeate society more generally. 

-
efficiency is the best way to achieve a goal

-
uses technology and tight labour

Alienation:  developed by Marx, a concept that describes the separation of the worker from the product of his labours as well as from the process of work, fellow workers and even the basic traits of humanity. 

Sabotage: activities aimed at destroying employer’s property or otherwise disrupting there flow of production. 

Unions: represent a collective group of workers in negotiation with the employer to get a contract. 

Downsizing: a firm reduces the numbers of employees

Globalization of production: companies look worldwide for the most profitable place to set up production
Chapter 6: Social Inequality
-
Eight principle components to consider when examining Canada’s system of inequality are: 

1.
wealth (including income and property)

2.
occupation

3.
education

4.
race or ethnicity

5.
region or rural/urban location

6.
gender

7.
age

8.
political status 

-
each of these is the basis for a status hierarchy and corresponding power ranking, reflecting the distribution of resources and privileges in the population. 

-
Power deriving from wealth and property tends to have the greatest impact on the overall system of social inequality. 

-
The group that dominates in this hierarchy, the economic elite, are the single most powerful entity in the structure

-
Along with political leadership or state elite they make most of the major decisions affecting the operation of the country, the distribution of wealth and resources and the extent of inequality experienced by other Canadians. 

-
Marx concluded that each major society is characterized by a clear split between “haves” and “have nots”: master and slave; feudal lord and serf; capitalist and worker  each form of social organization is marked by struggle – either open conflict or underlying antagonism – between the two main groups. 

-
Marx argued that the dominant group in any society was the one that owned the means of production  it was because some people could own private property that inequality among social groups and the formation of classes occurred. 

-
Weber’s critique of Marx  Marx’s theory of classes paints too simple a picture of inequality, especially in modern societies. 

-
Class, status group, party: Weber’s answer to Marx concerning the bases of social inequality: class is economic, status is prestige, party is political; all three are measures of inequality. 

-
Structural functionalists argue that social inequality, or social stratification, is necessary to motivate the best of most qualified individuals to seek the most important positions in society.
multiple choice questions: 
1)
What perspective believes that social stratification is necessary to motivate the best or most qualified individuals to seek the most important positions in society? 

a.
Conflict theorists 

b.
Structural functionalists

c.
Symbolic interactionalists 

d.
Feminists 
2)
What are the dimensions of socio economic status?

a.
 Power, knowledge, and occupation

b.
wealth, prestige and power

c.
wealth, property, and martial status 

d.
prestige, power, and education 

Text Chapter 8 Race and Ethnic Relations
Important Points

· Canada has a larger percentage of immigrants in its population than any other country, except Australia. 
· Most Immigrants are accepted into Canada if they are deemed an economic contributor to Canada’s employment and investment priorities. In 2001, 27% of immigrants were family class, 11% were refugees, and 61% were economic immigrants. 

Weber and Barth suggest that there are four major dimensions of ethnicity that manifest either at the individual or the group level:

1)
an ascribed status

2)
a form of social organization

3)
a subculture

4)
a focus of identity 
· Race is a social construction, not a social or biological fact. 

· Minority refers to a group’s position in a context of power relationships, NOT to the size of the group. 

Park’s Race Relations Cycle:
· Contact between different social groups breaks down isolation, which means different groups begin to draw from the same resources pool resulting in competition for limited resources. 
· The competition can be resolved through the accommodation of the weaker group, which adopts the characteristics of the dominant group. 
· Over time, the distinctive external signs differing groups are erased and assimilation is complete. 


Contact (Competition(Accommodation (Assimilation 

Important Terms

Ethnic Mosaic: a varied composition of many people whose distinctive cultures give colour and texture to the whole. 

Vertical Mosaic: (Porter 1965) ethnicity is a major source of social, economic, and political inequality, clevage, and conflict; has to do with hierarchal power 

Chain Migration: sequential movement of persons from a common place of origin to a common destination, with the assistance of relatives or compatriots already settled in the new location.

Social category: a collection of individuals who share traits that are regarded as socially meaningful (ex: physical features, or religious practices), and often this social meaning is assigned a rank within the hierarchy of society.

Ethnogenesis: a consequence of being placed in a social category, when those identified in a specific social category actually become a social group through common characteristics.

Racist Ideologies: regard racial or ethnic categories as natural genetic groupings, and attribute behavioural and psychological characteristics to the genetic nature of these groupings. 

Prejudice: an attitude that prejudges individuals because of characteristics assumed to be shared by all members of their group.

Assimilation: view that ethnic diversity gradually and inevitably will decline as ethnic group members are integrated or absorbed into the general population of the society. 

Ch.8 Race and Ethnic Relations 

Introduction 

•
Porter called Canada a vertical mosaic; having ethnic as well as class inequality 

•
Ethnicity source of inequality, cleavage, and conflict 

The Local Ethnic Community 
•
Immigrants comprise a high percentage of Canadian society and a very high percentage of some cities.

•
Chain migration: sequential movement of persons from a common place of origin to a common destination, with the assistance of those there.

•
Institutional completeness: degree to which an ethnic population develops a strong sense of solidarity and ethnic identity and a self-sufficient range of ethnic institutions.

o
Immigrants develop institutions, patters of behaviour, and social interaction to accomplish goals of group

o
Depend on treatment received by society they live in

o
Immigrants needed to maintain population 

•
Occupational specialization: building a secure niche in the economic structure. Members may share more than culture, also economic and political interests, e.g., Italians in construction, many East Asians are entrepreneurs. But limited opportunities and discrimination could result.

Ethnic Group 

•
An ascribed status, conferred at birth

•
Form of social organization with boundaries maintained by social norms governing interaction

•
A subculture; some emphasize it more than others

· Language 

Race and Minority Group 

•
Inherited physical traits may become socially defined as very significant.

o
Racial and ethnic labels become criteria for assigning individuals or groups to subordinate positions. 

o
Race is socially constructed 

•
Social category: a collection of individuals who share a trait(s) regarded as meaningful.

Race and Racist Ideology

•
Race: a social construction, “races” are not pure.

•
Racialization: assigning people to socially constructed racial categories and behaving toward them as if they were real. 

•
Markers like skin colour or hair are inherited independently

•
Racist ideologies: racial categories are natural genetic groupings, with behavioural characteristics.

•
Race defined by dominant group in society to justify exploitation of minority groups. 

•
Labelling biological traits as inferior and therefore object of exploitation 

Minority Groups

•
Minority Group: a category that occupies a subordinate rank in a social hierarchy.

· May outnumber a dominant group

•
Social control:

o
Expulsion: forcible removal, e.g., First Nations

o
Genocide: intentional massacre

o
Discrimination: denying opportunities to members available to dominant groups

•
Systemic discrimination: by-product of ordinary functioning of social institutions, not action by individuals, e.g., height requirements

•
Segregation: physical distance is maintained to ensure social distance, e.g., separation of ethnic groups in cities, though people can also get employment, social support, and cultura maintenance from their own ethnic groups

Explaining Discrimination 

•
Prejudice: attitudes to individuals because of characteristics assumed to be shared

•
Stereotypes: mental images that exaggerate perceived undesirable traits of some members of a group applied to all members of a minority group

•
Connection between prejudice and discrimination:

o
A prejudiced person may not discriminate

o
Majority attitudes are becoming more tolerant

Race and Ethnic relations in Canadian Society 

•
Colonialism: invading people dominate an indigenous population.

•
Numbers of First Nations people declined drastically and some signed treaties, surrendering their lands for reservations: registered/status Indians.

Perspectives on Relations 

•
Assimilationism: diversity will decline over time.

Park’s race relations cycle:

•
Contact

•
Competition, if resources are limited

•
Accommodation of weaker groups

Assimilation

•
Acculturation: learning culture of dominant group, but may not be assimilated into the social structure

•
Structural assimilation, with primary relationships with the dominant group.

•
Employment equity: to increase the representation of disadvantaged groups;

•
Aboriginal peoples, visible minorities, women, and people with disabilities

•
Pluralism and Multiculturalism: ethnic diversity remains a central feature of contemporary society.

•
Both assimilation and ethnic differentiation are going on simultaneously.

•
Many ethnic group members improve their positions by group efforts, ethnic solidarity as resource.

Text Chapter 16 Demography and Urbanization
Demography is the study of population, examining how the size, structure and rate of growth are affected by rates of fertility, mortality and migration. Demographic trends are influenced by social aspects.  Crude Birth rate and Crude death rate are two demographic measures to determine the rate of population growth; fault is that they take into consideration all ages. Thomas Malthus came up with Positive checks, war, famine and disease as a way of stopping population growth, and Preventive check, controlling population growth by postponing marriage until they could provide for the children. Marx refutes Malthus’ argument because he says that overpopulation is good because society needs the unemployed. Rate of natural increase is the difference between the CBR and the CDR. Demographic transition theory explains that societies go through 1) slow population growth due to the balance of high birth rates with high death rates, people have more children because babies surviving are a slim chance 2) declining death rates and high birth rates as a result of industrialization and development of the society, 3) low mortality rate followed by declining birth rate because people realize that children will survive and therefore do not produce as many. This theory is flawed because it’s designed or currently developed countries and not societies in the development process, but can be a guide. Age specific fertility rate is to help simplify and avoid the problem of taking the whole population in consideration when only women have children. Total fertility rate is adding up the age-specific fertility an average of how many kids a woman has in her lifetime. Period measures a specific time when measuring fertility. Cohort measures are segments of the population divided by year of birth, to show the number of kids women produced whether early or late in life. Age specific death rates calculating the amount of deaths for specific age groups, and is used in the construction of Life tables, estimation of how long people will live. Expectation of life at birth is a by-product of a life table averaging how long newborns can expect to live with the current morality risks. Migration is movement across legal boundaries. International migration is movement across national boundaries and is regulated by governments. Internal migration is movement across boundaries with in a country. Urbanization is the increasing concentration of population growth in cities. Population pyramid is used to examine the age-sex structure of a society, refer to fig. 16.2 on pg 388 in text. Dependency ratio is also to help understand the population age structure; it considers the dependant ages, like the elderly and the young children. 
Questions:

Easterlin argued that large cohort are at a disadvantage, but some observers have found that large cohorts can have advantages, which of the following is not an advantage for large cohorts?

a)
has more political ad economic weight in society

b)
politicians and businesses can tailor their campaign and sales to the needs of the larger group in society

c)
have a lower pensions

d)
high competition

e)
both c and d*

Toronto, Montreal, and Vancouver account for how much of Canada’s population?

a)
11.2%

b)
24.7%

c)
33.6%*

d)
36.3%

e)
43.6%

Text Chapter 17 Social Change


Hunter-gatherer societies
-40,000-80,000 years ago extreme diversity of area of living from tropics to arctic

-lived in bands or hordes of approximately 50 people who were nomadic

-men hunted and women gathered, but relative equality between the sexes and resources shared

-had kinship structures and specific group rituals and practices

-cultural lag: culture has not adapted to other changes made; some people think our society is experiencing a cultural lag



Farming Societies

-inequality and exploitation originated in farming societies 10,000 years ago created in the Middle East

-created a sustained economic surplus leading to exploitation and economic inequalities 

 -people who were in control of the state became more powerful and created military organizations

-State: (defined by Weber) an organization with a monopoly on the legitimate use of force

- metal weapons  contributed to imperialism: the control or exploitation of one society by another, usually by conquest

-societies rarely live in isolation from one another first regional systems and then now world systems of society 

-common for one society to absorb or annihilate other societies

- the invention of the plough, contributed to the decline in the status of women

-created new forms of inequality and major world religions and cultural and scientific foundations 



Modern Era

-began 200 years ago in Britain

-machines were fuelled by inanimate sources

-industrial revolution transformed agrarian societies into industrial ones changing the political structure, gender roles, nature of work, family structure, race relations, and economic structure

-Enlightenment Period challenged agrarian doctrines and viewed skepticism as a good thing and saw reason and observation as the best means to acquire knowledge

-industrialization and capitalism greatly altered the world system of society



Theories of Social change: Evolutionism

-Herbert Spencer coined the term “survival of the fittest”

-evolutionism: theoretical perspective maintaining that social change is in some ways comparable to biological evolution

-change is explained by making reference to societal characteristics that promote survival and help societies reproduce 

-every new aspect of society is explained by its function ex, polygamy and surplus of women

-war is crucial for the development of civilization for size, complexity and internal cooperation

-criticism: there are too many problems in society to support that the various organs in society interact in a harmonious way

-Ecological-evolutionary theory (Lenski)

-subsistence technology determines a society (technology needed to get the basic life necessities)

-societies evolve as their subsistence technologies become more sophisticated

-societies that survive are most likely large and complex and strong

-4 major epochs in human evolution: hunter gatherer era (?-8000BCE), horticultural era (8000-3000BCE), agrarian (3000BCE-1800CE) and industrial age (1800-present)
-Diffusion: adoption of innovation by a society that did not create it can effect change

-Staples Thesis (Innis): the formation of Canada’s social/political/economic structures shaped by geography and natural resources available for export ex. Fur, minerals, lumber, fish.

-reliance on raw materials limits us and we must rely on metropolitan centres



Developmental Theories:

-Comte: three stages that he believed all societies go through and progress ; the theological, metaphysical and the scientific or positive

-metaphysical and scientific represent successively higher forms of civilization

-Tonnies: Geminshaft (community) and Gesellshaft (impersonal, negative change on society)

-Durkheim: mechanical (agrarian strong bonds and unanimity) to organic solidarity (complementary interdependence of positions in society would hold societies together)

-anomie or normlessness could occur due to lack of mechanical solidarity and deviance could occur



Historical Materialism:

-material (economic) factors are the engines of change and they bring cultural change

-Marx and Engles extremely influential in economic analysis

-Dialectical Approach: everything has a built-in antithesis which causes a new synthesis: feudalism causes capitalism causes communism.

-ideas of the ruling class are the ruling ideas



Weber’s Thesis:

-economics not the only cause of change, wrote book The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism

-materialism and culture also bring about change

-capitalism set in motion also by Calvinism

-criticism: little evidence to support this



State Theory of Modernization:

-state can encourage or discourage development which can explain wealthy and poor countries

-Rationalization: formalized procedures create predictability (know what your actions will bring about)

Social Change since 1960:

-Fukuyama: “The Great Disruption” crime and sexual permissiveness caused by:

1.acceptance of individual rights and freedoms

2.increase in non-manual jobs and women in workforce promoting their independence

-loosening of social constraints leads to greater tolerance

-disruption temporary, society is cyclical



Postmodernism:

-also called deconstructionism themes of moral and epistemological relativism and questioning of scientific methods of inquiry



Postmaterialism:

-shift away from materialism, Inglehart studied this and found that cultural, economic and political changes are closely related and that once a country industrializes a predictable pattern of change is likely to follow

-people value more self-expression, decision making, belonging, self-esteem and artistic and intellectual development

-people have lower levels of satisfaction



Group Rights and Globalization:

-society increasingly individualistic in promoting group rights

-Globalization: economic, political and cultural interlinking

-transnational corporations have higher revenues than some countries

-modernization theory: limited development because of traditional practices and capital shortages

-neo-liberalism: too much state ownership and intervention in economy

-dependency theory: industrialized countries exploit developing countries and ones with authoritarian governments

-world systems theory: dependency theory plus the world as a unit of analysis

Question:

Evolutionism is defined as:

a)
Shift away from materialism

b)
Economic, political and cultural interlinking

c)
Subsistence technology determines a society

d)
Social change is comparable to biological evolution 

Images of Society: Chapter 16- Update on Families

The chapter discusses how the Canadian families are continuing to be reshaped. The traditional family (Mom, dad, kids) is decreasing in popularity since two decades ago; while common-law unions, lone-parent families and families with no children are on the rise in the 21st century. 
A diverse number of factors could have contributed to this, such as increasingly lowered fertility rates, delayed childbearing, and rise in life expectancy that causes couples to spend more time together as “empty-nesters” after their children left home.
Common-law relationships are most popular among the young, but they are also becoming more acceptable to the older generation. In 2001, 16% of couples are recorded as in common-law relationships, which is a 10% rise from the 1981 common-law statistics. In 2001, 48% of 20-29 year-old couples are common-law, and 5% of couples above the age of 55 are common-law. Common-law relations are unstable and twice as likely to experience a separation than marriage, according to the General Social Survey. (GSS). 
More children are living in common-law and lone-parent families than before. Children are experiencing increasing parental separation; and in turn they are more likely to experience separation or divorce themselves later in life. In 2001, 34% of children lived in common-law families, 19% of children lived in lone-parent families, and 1% lived with other guardians. The rates of children in common-law families in Quebec are the most prominent.
Other statistics are that the average household size is falling, more seniors are living alone and less are living in health-care institutions, education and falling marriage rates are increasing the number of young adults living with their parents, and many children are living in step families- nearly 7% of Canadian children are living with a biological and a step parent, as recorded in 1998-99.
Text Chapter 9 Aging

Population aging occurs when a society is experiencing a growth in the proportion of its people who are older, typically 65years and over


Age 65 is a social marker of later life, the conventional retirement ago and age of entitlement to economic benefits in most Western countries


Geriatrics: involves studying the physiological aspects of aging and the unique health concerns of older persons


Gerontology: takes an interdisciplinary approach to studying aging that involves the physical, psychological, and social processes related to growing older and being an older person 


Aging may be looked at as a process or as the study of older persons. There are 3 distinct points to the study of aging:

1.
comparing older persons with other age groups

2.
examining the changes that are a result of aging (age effects or maturation)

3.
determining whether any observed changes are a direct function of aging or period effects (outcome that results from having been a certain age at a certain point in time and can capture the impact of a historical time or period)


The study of age differences can be done with both cross-sectional and longitudinal data

Theories on Aging


Disengagement theory: (part of Functionalist perspective) argued that the withdrawal of older persons from active social life is functional for both the individual (because they can preserve their energy) and the larger society (because they have a smoother exit from society)


Activity theory: the best prescription for a successful old age is to remain active and to take on new activities in later life to replace those that have been left behind


Age-stratification perspective: each age cohort must make its way through a system of expectations and rewards that are based on age


Exchange theory: introduces the possibility of different resources among the old, but the focus was on their generally weaker power position vis-à-vis the young


Political Economy of aging perspective: how the political and economic processes create a social structure that tends to place constraints on the lives of older persons


Life course perspective: encourages us to connect the lives of older persons to their earlier lives and seeks to make explicit the link between the individual and society


Critical theory: examining the social construction of old age and dependency and of old-age policy


Social constructionist perspective: (part of Symbolic Interactionist perspective) emphasizes the subjective experience of older persons and their ability to negotiated with other.
•
Population Aging: a growth in proportion of older people, typically 65 and over

•
Geriatrics: physiological aspect of aging (senses) 

•
Gerontology: physical, psychological and social aspect of aging

•
Stereotypes to  aging: negative (sick, isolated, lonely) and positive (world travelling, marathon) 

•
Age effects or maturation: changes that are a result of aging

•
Period effects: because of living at a specific time - capture the impact of a historical time or period

FUNCTIONALISM:
o
Disengagement Theory: withdrawal from working life is functional for society

o
Activity Theory: the best prescription for successful old age is to remain active

o
Age Stratification Perspective: young and middle aged tend to be favoured

o
Age graded: each society is cohort and must go through a system of expectations and rewards 

o
Structural lag: society’s failure to respond fast enough to the aging of the population and changes in the life course of the individual

CONFLICT:

o
Exchange Theory: focuses on the weak bargaining position of old people

o
Political Economy of Aging: political and economic processes create a social structure that tends to place constraints on the lives of older people- people lose power depending on class, gender, etc

o
Life Course Perspective: connects the lives of older people to earlier lives, emphasizing link between individual and society

o
Critical Theory: stress on dependency and policy ( power, social action, culture and economy) 

FEMINIST:

o
Aging is a women’s issue – more older women than men

SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM
o
Social Constructionist Perspective: micro level approach stressing:  
1) subjective experience of older persons and
2) ability to negotiate with others

Older Canadians:
•
Provincial differences in percent of older people: Saskatchewan high, Alberta low

•
Population aging is greatest in communities characterized by significant economies, fewer financial resources, aging in place and net migration

Family Ties:

•
Most people 65+ are married, but with age women are less likely to be married – divorces growing

•
Married women are likely to retire early to retire at same age as older husband – later financial disadvantages 

•
Widowhood and divorce can leave women at a financial disadvantage and men isolated 

o
Most stressful life transition 

•
Gay and lesbians are able to deal with aging challenges because of dealing with other challenges 

•
Intergenerational ties: 1) solidarity perspectives: strength of family ties between generations  2) social problems: shortcoming of older persons social networks, burdens of providing care, conflicts etc  3) Ambivalent: family members are torn between love and demands

•
Children provide support, but seniors also provide support for them.  Divorce of parents or children limits assistance 

•
Siblings are important as close friends for elderly, closeness increases with age

•
Childless older person has same subjective well being as parents.

o
Major advantages: fewer worries/ problems, financial benefits, greater freedom

o
Disadvantages: loneliness, missed experience of parenting, lack of support and care when older

Aging and Health:
•
Women live longer and have higher rates of morbidity then men

•
Chronic illnesses increases: arthritis, hypertension, heart related problems, diabetes 

•
Health care of elderly – will it cause a crisis? 

o
New old will be fitter, drugs and diagnostic services are needed by all; and high costs 

Retirement:
•
Individual issues: personal planning, decision to retire. Adjustment

•
Societal Issues: social policy and legislation, social and economic trends, impact on pensions and benefits 

•
Government incomes for older Canadians:  Canadian Pension Plan (CPP), Old Age Security Pension (OAS), Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) Benefits for those aged 60-64, Spouses allowance.
Marco Level:
•
Mandatory retirement at 65 years of age. Majority of Canadians depend on public pensions

o
An adequate basic income, adequate standard of living in retirement

•
Retirement difficult for those who:  1) fewer financial resources,  2)  fewer interests in friendship,  3) rely on job for self worth,  4) have poorer health

•
Women have ties, but financial problems. Men are retiring earlier then 65. 

•
Economy shapes views and policies about appropriate retirement age and pension – fixed incomes 

Social Policy and Future:
•
Cutbacks in services by government place a greater strain on family 

•
Mandatory retirement requires public responsibility for support

•
Elders have withdrawn to provide jobs for younger persons – should offer economic and social support to ensure a secure old age. 

•
Older population will be healthier, wealthier and better educated

•
Divorce will have long term effects on the elders. 

Text Chapter 15: Social Movements
Important Bolded Terms:

· Social Movement: large group of people trying to bring about or resist social change

· Collective Behaviour: large number of people do accept some of the prevailing values, norms, leaders of society

· Panics: occur when people are overcome by fear and try to save themselves with immediate action

· Crowds: collective behaviour when it departs from conventional behaviour

· Fad: unconventional practices that spread rapidly and last for a short time 

· Craze: fad w/ intense commitment that is considered strange

· Public: large dispersed group made up of people with an interest

· Relative deprivation: gap between what people believe they have a right to receive and what they actually receive
· Mobilization: transfer of resources from one kind of collective action to  another

· Social cleavage: division based on class, etnicity, etc. 

· Quiet revolution: (ethnic cleavage) begun by Premier Lesage in early 1960’s to extend government powers (maintaining the Quebec nationalism, la survivance)

Important Theories

Social contagion

· Blumer; “the relatively rapid, unwitting, and non-rational dissemination of a mood, impulse, or form of conduct”

Circular reaction  
· your nervousness causes other people’s nervousness; interstimulation
Emergent norm theory 

· great diversity among members in a crowd, but the members are under the impression that most others are in agreement and they conform to the apparent will of the crowd 

Social Breakdown Approach  
· when unrest occurs, people become “uprooted” and become susceptible to the appeal of a movement

Marxists Explanation of Social Movement

· Capitalism creates exploitation and polarizes classes to mobilize workers for collective action

Interested in the social movements but like to study the revolts that could lead to major overhauls in the existing order (the two being feudalism and capitalism) 

Political Opportunity Structure

· Focus on political opportunities available to leaders and participants

Recognizes the way in which social movements are shaped by forces beyond the control of members

Postmodernism

· Rejection of traditional explanations
· Distinctive characteristics of post-industrial and postmodern society have created new social movements 

Images of Society Chapters 1-4
CHAPTER 1:

Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective 

Peter L. Berger

-
Berger tries to explain what makes sociological thinking different from other ways of thinking about things, and what drives most sociologists to do what they do

-
Sociology will be satisfying in the long run, only to those who can think of nothing more entrancing than to watch men and to understand things human 

-
Game of sociologist uses scientific rules therefore they must be clear of meaning of rules: must concern himself with methodological questions.  * methodology does not constitute goal, attempt is to understand society

Which of the following will sociologists cross paths with the most often?

A)
historian

B)
Politician

C)
Economist

D)
Psychologist 

CHAPTER 2: 
The Sociological Imagination 

C.
Wright Mills

-
“sociological imagination”- must take into account not only how society operates, but also how society has been affected by massive changes that have taken place over the past century.  Also makes clear distinction between two types of explanation: focus on local interactions between individuals to explain something and explanations that look to organization of society and structure to explain same thing

-
ordinary men feel they cannot cope with larger worlds they are confronted, cannot understand meaning of epoch (beginning of new period marked by radical change).  Men become morally insensible, try to remain private, become possessed by sense of trap.  

-
first fruit of imagination: individual can understand own experience and gauge own fate only by locating himself within his period, can know own chances only by becoming aware of those of all individuals in his circumstance

Which of the following is not true:

A)
Issues have to do with matters that transcend local environments of the individual and range of his inner life.  They have to do with the organization of many milieux into institutions of a historical society as a whole.  

B)
The sociological imagination enables us to grasp history and biography and the relations between the two within society.  

C)
The life of an individual can be understood without understanding the history of their society. 

D)
The history that now affects every man is world history.  

CHAPTER 3: 

The Nature of Attitude Surveys

Paul F. Lazersfeld

-
finding of regularities is beginning of any science, surveys can make important contribution in this respect.  It is necessary to know what people usually do under many different circumstances in order to develop theories explaining behaviour.  

-
description of human behaviour and variations between groups is a vast and difficult undertaking.  Describing, sifting, ferreting out interrelationships which surveys perform for us- often leads to misunderstandings.  Hard to find a form of human behaviour that has not already been observed somewhere. 

-
since every kind of human reaction is conceivable, it is of greater importance to know which reactions actually occur most frequently and under what conditions; only then will a more advanced social science develop.  

Which of the following is not a limitation of an attitude survey?

A)
The use of experimental techniques
B)
Rely primarily on what people say, therefore rarely include objective observations

C)
Deal with aggregates of individuals rather than with integrated communities

D)
Restricted to contemporary problems 

CHAPTER 4


The Study Design for a Survey of American Sexual Behaviour

Edward O. Laumann et al. 

-
Techniques that work in other domains work just as well when studying sexuality.  Respondents must still be convinced that research has legitimate purpose, not some attempt to trick them into buying something, confidentiality will be secured, etc.  

-
 National Health and Social Life Survey (NHSLS)- to construct large scale survey, may research design decisions must be made.  One needs to understand multiple purposes that underlie research project. 

-
Most fundamental design decision is how interview is to be conducted: MODE OF INTERVIEWING. NHSLS chose face-to-face as primary mode because it was most likely to yield higher response rate for more inclusive cross section of population at large, and it would permit more complex and detailed questions to be asked.  

Who was the first to conduct a large-scale sex survey?

A)
Karl Marx

B)
Max Weber

C)
C. Wright Mills

D)
Alfred Kinsey 
Images of Society 1-4 Again
 
Chapter 1: Invitation to Sociology-A Humanistic Perspective

·      He tries to explain what makes sociological thinking different from other ways of thinking about things, and what drives most sociologists to do what they do

·      If a sociologist remains faithful to their calling their statements must be arrived at through the observation of certain rules of evidence that allow others to check or to repeat or to develop his further findings.

·      Sociologists try to be objective, to control personal preferences and prejudices, to perceive clearly rather than to judge normatively. Findings will be biased if this isn’t followed. 

·      Sociologists questions always remain essentially the same

 

Chapter 2: Sociological Imaginations by C. Wright Mills

·      The sociological imagination takes into account how society operates at a given point in time and how societies have been affected by the massive changes that have taken place over the past century or so.

·      It also explains how explanations are two fold

·      The sociological imagination enables its possessor to understand the larger historical scene in terms of it’s meaning for the inner life and the external career of a variety of individuals

·      Individuals must locate themselves in order to understand experience.

·      The sociological imagination enables us to grasp history and biography and the relations between the two within society.

·      Troubles occur within the character of the individual and within the range of his immediate relations with others

·      Issues have to do with matters that transcend these local environments of the individual and the range of his inner life

 

Chapter 3: The Nature of Attitude Surveys

·      Limitations of survey methods: don’t use experimental techniques; they rely primarily on what people say; they rarely include objective observations

·      Survey methods deal with aggregates of individuals rather than with integrated communities and they are restricted to contemporary problems

·      History can only be studied by the use of documents remaining from earlier periods

Chapter 4: The Study Design for a Survey of American Sexual Behaviour

·      Last study on this that came out was the famous two-volume Kinsey Report published 40 years before in 1988.

·      There are ways of designing surveys so that you get trust and co operation from the respondents such as respondents must be convinced that research being conducted is legitimate. This co-operation stems from a mastery of broad spectrum of techniques that interviewers develop.

·      The biggest the sample= the higher the precision= the tighter the distribution will be

·      Issues of respondent confidentiality are at the heart of survey research

·      Two major issues regarding the survey were how to define sex and the language to use.

·      “Here, by ‘sex’ or ‘sexual activity’ we mean any mutually voluntary activity with another person that involves genital contact and sexual excitements or arousal, that is, feeling really turned on, even if intercourse or orgasm did not occur.”

More summaries from Images of Society 

Chapter 5: 
The Sociologist as a Rubberneck

Ender et al.

-We are a visually oriented society; receive information through mass media

-Rubberneck: someone who bears witness to a spectacle

-Sociologist = rubberneck who systematically analyzes a spectacle, focus on interrelationships among phenomena

-Sociological Curiosity: introduced by Laud Humphreys  deviance of men in public bathrooms

-Sociologists diffuse and manage situations to make rubbernecking less imposing (i.e. investigating with your son)

Chapter 6: 
The Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment

No Author

-The study was meant to discover the differences in effects from syphilis on blacks compared to whites. Blacks were said to have cardio-vascular problems, and whites to have neurological ones.

-The entire purpose was to collect the bodies of subjects for autopsies; therefore they had no intention of curing them.

-They did not allow the men treatment, and denied them medication (penicillin) when it was made available.

Chapter 7:
An Ethical Market in Human Organs

Erin & Harris

-claim for an ethically supportable market with safeguards against exploit

-cadaver organs are uneconomic and reduce supply

-live donations are low risk and have excellent prognosis

-confined to a self-governing, geopolitical area with only 1 purchaser, no direct sales or exploitation of the poor, would be screened for HIV, and have a known providence

Chapter 8: 
Is the Sale of Body Parts Wrong?

Suvalesku

-Those opposed to an organ market claim that it decreases altruistic donation, threatens the quality of the organ, and exploits the poor.

-Banning an organ market restrains what people can do with their own lives (i.e. claim that people cannot decide what is best for them)

-2 crucial issues:

•
Ensuring risk is reasonable compared to the benefits

•
Donor is fully informed and gives full consent

Chapter 26: 
Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View

Milgram

-Two people come to a psych lab to take part in a study; on is the teacher and the other is the learner (learner is secretly part of the experiment)

-When the learner makes a mistake, the teacher must give him increasingly higher shocks, even if the learner is in pain, and screaming.

-This study tested obedience and to which extremes people will go simply by following instructions.

Questions: 

Which initial study exemplified sociological curiosity?

a.
The occurrence of graffiti in the 1960’s

b.
Sexual deviance in public male bathrooms 

c.
The results of the Grand River Valley flood

d.
The social obedience study in the 1970’s

e.
None of the above

Which of the following is not true of the Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment?

a.
The grand purpose was to collect autopsies of the participants

b.
No treatment was intended for the participants

c.
Blacks were reported to have cardio-vascular problems

d.
Whites were reported to have neurological problems

e.
All of the above are true

Chapter 26

Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View

This chapter concerns the Milgram studies. These studies were designed by Stanley Milgram to test obedience. A “teacher” and a “learner” would both show up for the study. The learner would be an actor strapped into a chair, who would be asked a series of questions by the teacher. The teacher (the actual participant) was instructed to give increasing-voltage electric shocks to the learner for each answer he got wrong. The learner would begin to protest that the electric shocks were causing him pain, demanding to quit the experiment, and eventually just screaming in agonizing pain. The teacher was encouraged to keep initiating shocks by the experimenter. The study was preformed with varying levels of proximity. 62.5% of participants administered the highest shock possible to the learner when they could hear the learner, 65% when they had no contact, 40% when in the same room with the subject and 30% when they had to touch the subject. 

More Summaries for Images of Society
Chapter 5: 
The Sociologist as a Rubbernecker – 

-
It is important to study how ordinary people respond to extraordinary events – it is an important social process

-
We are a visually oriented society, fascinated by spectacle 

-
A rubbernecker is a person who bears witness to a spectacle

-
Webster’s Dictionary says a rubbernecker  is a person who stretches his heard to gaze about in curiosity 

-
Sociologists bear witness to spectacles and analyze them for common people 

-
Sociologists analyze, interpret, put into perspective, and focus on the interrelationships among the phenomena 

-
Sociologists invade the privacy of those who have suffered from trauma. However, it is not idle curiosity, they have a plan.

-
Those trauma victims are more likely to be open to photos and questions if you appear to be there to help or have a young child.

Question: A person suffering from a disaster is more likely to be willing and accepting to photos and questions if:

a)
You’re with a child or riding a bike

b)
Your sitting in a locked car

c)
You’re flashing cameras and being invasive

Chapter 6: 
The Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment – 

-
Large numbers of black Americans believe that the U.S government created AIDS to exterminate the blacks

-
The U.S government sponsored a 40 year study from 1932 to 1972, that sought to determine the effects of syphilis by following poor, illiterate black men with syphilis over decades and didn’t give them proper treatment

-
Experiment was done on 399 black men in the late stages of syphilis

-
The doctors had no intention of curing the men, because they wanted to do autopsies on the bodies

-
The study was to see how syphilis effects blacks as opposed to whites

-
The theory was that whites experienced neurological complications, and blacks are more susceptible to cardiovascular damage

-
Nothing learnt from the experiment will prevent, find, or cure the disease

-
The men were given “pink” medicine, which was really aspirin

-
The people that worked there had unquestioning submission to authority that eclipsed her moral judgement 

Question: The medicine that the men were given was the colour:

a)
Blue

b)
Green

c)
Yellow

d)
Pink 

Chapter 7: 
An Ethical Market in Human Organs 

-
A shortage of donor organs is a major crisis because the market of organs from living donors may solve the shortfall of organs

-
Financial incentives could increase the supply of organs from people

-
The trade in organs should be regulated not banned

-
The risks of live donations are low

-
Organ vendors would be contributing to a system where they can equally benefit; there would be a single purchaser within a confined marketplace; no direct sales or purchases of organs; no exploitation of the poor; the organs would be tested for HIV; there would be penalties to control abuse; sellers of organs would be fairly compensated 

Question: trade in organs should be:

a)
Banned

b)
Regulated

c)
Unregulated

d)
Up to the organ donor

Chapter 8: 
Is the Sale of Body Parts Wrong?

-
Should people be allowed to sell their body parts?

-
Argument for being allowed: 

-

we need to increase the supply of organs

-

If we can sell our labour we should be able to sell our body parts – we damage it for 
pleasure so why not for money?

-
Argument against selling: it may threaten the quality of organ supply and exploit donors

-
The solution for an ethical market:

-

Confined to a self governing geopolitical area

-

Sell into system where the donor and his family has equal possibility of receiving

-

Only citizens from that area can buy or sell their organs

-

One purchaser

-

No direct sales/purchases

Question: What is not a solution for the ethical sale of organs?

a)
Many purchasers

b)
No direct sales 

c)
No direct purchases

d)
Confined to a self governing geopolitical area

More Summaries from Images of Society
Chapter 9: 
Body Rituals Among the Nacirema, by: Horace Miner 

This chapter talks about the unusual rituals and practises of a North American group called the Nacirema. Their main belief is that the human body is ugly and is prone to weakness and disease so, every house has dedicated a shrine to undertake ceremonies to ward off these characteristics. A ritual performed only by men is scraping the surface of the face with a sharp tool and for women, although it is performed less often, is baking their heads in a small oven for an hour. All group members also have a pathological horror of the mouth, as a result, a mouth-rite is performed in private as well as by a holy-mouth man, which is also a quite shocking ritual. 

MC Question: In Horace Miner’s Body Rituals Among the Nacirema, he explains that special women’s rites are performed how often during each lunar month? 

A-
2 times 

C- 4 times
E- 6 times 

B-
3 times

D- 5 times

Answer: C 

Chapter 10: 
Mother Cow, by: Marvin Harris 

This chapter talks about the Hindu tradition in India where no one will ever kill a cow because they are considered sacred and how this cultural practise appears to be strange and irrational to Westerners. It explains how cattle are important to Indian agriculture and their dung is greatly used for fertilizer and the remainder is burned to provide heat for cooking. Therefore, the cow is quite useful in ways other than eating purposes for humans. 


MC Question:  Marvin Harris explains that when Indian farmers want an animal primarily for milking purposes, what animal do they turn to? 

A-
Male water buffalo 
C- Zebu cow 
E-White cow 

B-
Female water buffalo
D- Oxen 

Answer: B 

Chapter 11: 
Modern Magic: The Case of Examinations, by: Daniel Albas and Cheryl Albas 

This chapter talks about students turning to magic for good luck and avoiding unlucky items during the times of examinations. The data gathered over the last thirteen years from over 300 students in Canada’s largest university, shows examples of magical material items and behaviours such as cutting your hair before an exam or wearing a magical pink sweater. This also includes tabooed items and behaviours to avoid such as wearing an unlucky shirt and refraining from discussing the exam. 

MC Question: In Modern Magic: The Case of Examinations, in the reader, it explains that knocking on the exam room door three times before entering the room is an example of what kind of area of magic?

A-
Secular ritual

 

B-
Behaviour directed towards others prescribed for luck 


C-
tabooed behaviour directed towards others 

D-
Behaviour directed towards self prescribed for luck 

E-
Tabooed behaviour directed towards self 

Answer: D 

Chapter 12: 
The civilizing of Genie, by: Maya Pines 

This chapter talks about a girl named Genie who was isolated in a small room until the age of thirteen and deprived of social interaction. Susan Curtis worked with her by studying her behaviour and hoping to find if there is a critical period in child development in which language must be learned in order for it be effective. 

MC Question:  When Genie arrived in Children’s hospital at the age of thirteen and a half she weighed 59 pounds and could not straighten her arms and legs and there was one other major thing mentioned that she was unable to do. What was it?

A-
She did not know how  to talk at all

B-
She did not recognize her own name

C-
She did not know how to chew 

D-
She did not know how to laugh

E-
She did not know how to move her head 

Answer: C



Chapter 13: 
The concept of Stages in Piaget’s Theory by: Rolf. E Muuss 

This chapter talks about the socialization of children and how it appears to occur in discrete stages.  Piaget explains the four main stages of children to adolescence, which are the sensorimotor stage (from birth to age 2), the preoperational stage (2 to 7 years), the concrete operational stage (from age 7 or 8 to puberty) and the formal operations stage (emerges during adolescence). 

MC Question:  In what stage is the principle of conservation understood?

A-
The Concrete Operational stage 

B-
The Sensorimotor stage 

C-
The Preoperational stage

D-
The Formal Operations stage

E-
None of the above 

Answer: A 

More Summaries from Images of Society

Chapter 9: 
Body Ritual among the Nacirema

•
The chapter discuses the American culture as the Nacerima to look at it from an outsiders point of view

•
Looking at America through a stranger’s lens shows that what seems odd to an observer can be much more normal to someone within that culture

•
This chapter highlights the problems of ethnocentrism, or judging other cultures through our own cultural values

Chapter 10:
Mother Cow

•
Cow Love is not irrational as many believe, it serves a function for Indian society

•
India has too many cows, but too few oxen. If  farmers lose their oxen they lose their farm, so one of the cow’s main functions is to breed oxen

•
Cow dung also has an important function as fertilizer, a fuel, and is used to make floors

•
Due to these uses keeping cows alive is more useful in the long run than satisfying immediate wants by  slaughtering them for food

Chapter 11: 
Modern Magic

•
Collected data in different ways (Triangulation): used surveys, exam logs, observation, and student accounts

•
Two types of magic (or luck) exist: Material Items and Behaviours and these types are also divided into bringing good luck and warding off bad luck

•
Predicts that as time goes on magic will become more personal and spontaneous like exam rituals as opposed to being common to many and being culturally generated like the magic surrounding a sports team or soldiers

Chapter 12: 
Genie

•
Genie was found at age 13 having been kept from contact with people, she could not stand up or talk
•
When found had the intelligence of a one year old
•
Wanted to test her to see if language could only be learned in a critical period before 12
•
When taught could learn words but could only form two or three word sentences, could not use grammar
•
Right Brain far more developed than left, not clear if caused by bad living conditions or lack of language and social contact
•
The case of genie shows the importance of nurture, though it must be considered alongside nature as well

Chapter 13: 
Piaget

•
Children develop in four stages

•


1.
The Sensorimotor Stage: birth to age 2, practice behaviours like grasping and sucking, starts performing goal directed behaviour, learns “object permanence” 

2.
The Preoperational Stage: age 2-7 can’t take the point of view of another person, can’t focus on more than one feature in a comparison, incapable of reversibility

3.
The Concrete Operational Stage: age 7 to puberty, can organize items in a hierarchy, can use reversibility, can put themselves in another’s shoes

4.
The Formal Operational Stage: starts at puberty, can think more abstractly and more logically, can imagine many potential outcomes to make decisions

According to Piaget, at what stage does a child go from being egocentric to sociocentric?

A)
Sensorimotor

B)
Preoperational

C)
Concrete Operational

D)
Formal Operational

The belief that Cow Love is better in the long run reflects which sociological perspective?

A)
Conflict Theory

B)
Societal Delayed Gratification Theory

C)
Symbolic Internationalism

D)
Structural Functionalism 

E)
Animal Rights Theory
Answers: C, D
Chapter 9:
Body Ritual among the Nacirema

What is considered exotic is a result of cultural perspective. What we may consider “exotic” appears differently for the people actually involved. The Nacimera, a North American group whose fundamental belief that “the human body is ugly and that its natural tendency is to debility and disease” manifests itself in their unique rituals and ceremonies. Each family has a shrine in their home in front of which they perform their private, ritual ceremonies that involve charms and magical potions. Medicine men, herbalists, and “holy-mouth-men” are very important in the community because they provide the means by which the Nacirema believe are the only way they will survive. The body rituals, like a mouth-rite, involving inserting hog hairs and magical powders into the mouth may seem revolting to strangers. Other strange rituals include women making their heads in small ovens and men scraping their faces with a sharp instrument. 

Chapter 10:
Mother Cow


Westerners are often ethnocentric and think that their ways are “right” and that everyone else is irrational and lack progress. We do not understand the Hindu love of cow and unwillingness to kills the cattle for food when it is the number one cause of India’s hunger and poverty; we cannot see how there can be a rational explanation. To them, the cow is the mother of life, so there is no greater sacrilege for Hindus than killing a cow; famers regard their cows as members of the family. In India, oxen and water buffalo are the primary sources of traction for plowing, and there is a shortage of animals. If the farmer’s ox gets sick or dies, he loses his income because he cannot farm. That could be the rational explanation for the cows are held to such high esteem; “a farmer who owns a cow owns a factory for making oxen”. Most of India’s farmers cannot afford high-end technology for their farms, so they must take extremely good care of their cows and choose not to slaughter them for meet or sell them (not because of cow love). “...The famer would rather eat his cow than starve, but that he will starve if he does eat it.”

Chapter 11: 
Modern Magic – The Case of Examinations


Magic is associated with anxiety-causing events (in this case, exams). From 1/5 to 1/3 students use magic – mostly the kind to bring good luck (rather than ward off bad luck) – that fall into 2 categories: material items and behaviours. 

Material Items: Dressing down for an exam, wearing “lucky” shirt, using “special” pen, coin.

Behaviours: Praying before an exam, knocking on wood, stepping into exam room with right foot. 

Chapter 12:
 The Civilizing of Genie


Genie’s story relates to the theories of “nature vs. nature” and a “critical period” in child development (language).  In 1970 at the age of 13, she was found isolated in a small room, hadn’t been spoken to by her parents since she was a baby, and was often left hungry; she could not stand or speak – only whimper. She was tested and studied be researchers who were interested in her development. When she was brought to the hospital, he couldn’t’ straighten her arms or legs, couldn’t chew, salivated a lot, and was silent. Although she acquired some language thereafter, she was unable to develop fully and her speech was like a garbled telegraph; she failed to learn or understand grammatical principles that Noam Chomsky said “distinguish the langue of human beings from that of animals”. She used the right hemisphere for her brain for language when the left hemisphere is predisposed for language in right-handed people. However, Genie was extremely good at tasks involving the right hemisphere such a recognizing faces. Researchers were confused be the discrepancy between Genie’s cognitive and language abilities. “Language no longer looks like a uniform package.”

Chapter 13: 
The Concept of “Stages” in Piaget’s Theory


Socialization proceeds in separate, discrete stages during which a sequential progression in the cognitive structures (problem-solving) takes place. Individuals may progress through these stages at different speeds, but they must go through the first ones to the next; speed depends on intellectual ability, education experiences, cultural and social context, and other factors. 

1)
Sensorimotor Stage (birth – age 2)

-
6 developmental phases: (1) Reflex phase, (2) Primary circular reactions, (3) Secondary circular reactions, (4) Coordination of secondary schemata, (5) Tertiary circular reactions, (6) Internalization of sensorimotor schemata

2)
Preoperational Stage (2-7 yrs)

-
Transition from egocentric to rudimentary forms of social behaviour (beginning of conceptual thought)

-
Still learn based on what they see and hear

3)
 Concrete Operational Stage (7-8 yrs)

-
Begin to perform concrete logical operations in their mind (problem must be tied to reality)

-
Learns to master basic logical operations

-
Change from egocentric to sociocentric thought

4)
Formal Operations Stage (adolescence)

-
Second-degree thinking

-
Can leave real objective word and enter world of thoughts

-
Can control events in their minds through logic deduction of possibilities and consequences

An individual can begin to see from another person’s point of view in this stage.

A)
Sensorimotor Stage

B)
Preoperations Stage

C)
Concrete Operational Stage

D)
Formal Operations Stage

Hindus do not kill their cows for meat when they are fighting starvation because…

A)
Cow love

B)
According to their religion, they are not allowed to consume beef

C)
Cannot afford high-end farm technology and tractors

D)
Cows give birth to oxen

E)
A and B

F)
A, C, D

G)
None of the above

More From Images of Society

Chapter 14:
Columbus and the Making of Historical Myth

Barbara Ransby

· History is like a battle ground upon which scholars and activists fight to define the lense through which we view the past.

· There is a widely accepted myth that Columbus was a brave and noble visionary who set sail on an unknown course and discovered a whole new world. 

· The true legacy of Columbus includes that of bloodshed, rape, pillage and plunder.

· his myth celebrates imperial conquest, male supremacy, and the triumph of military might as necessary components of progress and civilization.

· Ransby examined 30 textbooks and discovered that in most of them, Columbus was celebrated as a ‘great discoverer’.

· Many fail to mention things such as the fact the Columbus is responsible for introducing the slave trade to the Americas.

· A population of over 300, 000 native people was wholly decimated by 1540.

· Children in the US are encouraged to view Columbus as a great hero. 

· This outlines the fact that history is written by the victors and those with power and resources.

· The version of history which best serves the interests of the status quo is validated and distributed.

Chapter 19:
 If Men Could Menstruate

Gloria Steinmen
· The characteristics of the powerful in society are thought to be better than the characteristics of the powerless.

· Men would even profess menstruation as enviable and boast worthy if they were subject to such biological makeup.

· It is believed that sanitary supplies would be federally funded and free. 

· Male intellectuals would offer ‘moral’ and ‘logical’ arguments 

· If men could menstruate, the power justifications could probably go on forever, if allowed.

Chapter 20: 
Sex and Temperament

Martha C. Ward
· An analysis of the studies of Margaret Mead and Reo Fortune and their anthropological expedition to the Sepik River region of New Guinea

· Mead first studied the Arapesh, where men and women acted in mild, parental, and responsible manner (like the stereotypes in about females at various times in human history). 

· Second was the Mundugumor, where both men and women were fierce, sexually charged, assertive, and loud (a view that some people hold about males from time to time).

· Third was the Tchambuli, where men gossiped about each other and worried about their hairstyles, pretty costumes, or whether any woman would marry them (role assumed to females in our society).

· The three groups showed Mead that a culture may impose personalities on a gender, or both genders that are only a subset of the whole spectrum of possibilities available to human beings. 

· Many readers of her book, Sex and Temperament, had trouble believing that within a 100-mile area of remote and magnificent river region she found three societies that perfectly illustrated her points. 

· Critics say that Mead did not take into account complex regional histories. 

· Anthropologists no think that culture is never simple, uniform, or well integrated, It is a messy complicated and often contradictory set of differences or oppositions that may exist side by side within the same group claiming the same territory, history, or world view. 

Chapter 20:
The National Conversation in the Wake of Littleton is Missing the Mark

Jackson Katz & Sut Jhally 

· Most discussions about school shootings refrain from highlighting the fact that the shooters are essentially always male.

· Society focuses on the fact that `students are shooting students`, when in actuality, it is male students shooting students. 

· This article suggests that society needs to pay more attention to the way our culture defines what it means to be `male` in order to move closer to a solution in preventing this kinds of violence. 

· The shootings such as the one that occurred at Columbine High School, reveal a crisis in masculinity and not in youth culture. 

· Looking at violence as gender-neutral has the effect of blinding us as we desperately search for clues about how to respond. 

· The issue is not just violence in the media, but also the construction of violent masculinity as a cultural norm.  

Multiple Choice Questions:

Chapter 15: Columbus and the Making of Historical Myth

Barbara Ransby
Even though most Americans do not know, or choose not to know, all the gory details of the Columbian conquest, Ransby states that:
a) most children`s textbooks mention that Columbus introduced the slave trade to the Americas.
b) there is a general awareness among most that genocide did occur and that a people was annihilated.
c) most people realize that the Columbian conquest is based upon myth which celebrates imperial conquest, male supremacy and the triumph of military might as necessary components of progress and civilization. 
d) a & b
e) b & c

Answer: B

Chapter 19:
If Men Could Menstruate

Gloria Steinmen
What is the main point of Steinmen`s essay, If Men Could Menstruate?

a) to outline that biology does not determine gender but it is often the case that cultural attitudes about gender shape attitudes about biology. 
b) it would be an enviable, boastworthy, masculine event if males could menstruate.
c) males have built whole cultures around the idea that masculinity-envy is natural to women.
d) b & c
e) none of the above
Answer: A
Chapter 18: 
Sex and Temperament

Martha C. Ward
Ward defines the postpartum sex taboo as which of the following?
a) parents who don’t have intercourse with each other or with others until their baby is walking around because it is believed that it is strong enough to withstand its parents’ renewed sexuality. 
b) after a couple is married, they are forbidden from having intercourse until both sets of parents agree they physically, spiritually and mentally ready.
c) after a child is born between a couple, they are no longer permitted to engage in intercourse with each other and must find a new partner. 
d) all of the above are components of the taboo.
e) none of the above
Answer: A

Chapter 20: 
The National Conversation in the Wake of Littleton is Missing the Mark

Jackson Katz & Sut Jhally 
What does Katz and Jhally state is true about the reactions of society considering youth violence?
a) that the violence, such as shootings is done primarily by males, but this is never outlined in the media.
b) that if it were girls committing the violent acts the dominant variable would be the basic premise of being female, but for males the attention is focussed on the broader subject group of the ‘general youth’
c) there is a focus on the availability of weapons, lack of parental supervision, peer-group exclusion and the prevalence of media violence as the central causes for the violence of youth males. 

d) none of the above

e) all of the above
Answer: E
More From Images of Society
Chapter 14
Columbus and the Making of Historical Myth

Barbara Ransby

The ways that historical texts shape and present information changes how we perceive both the past and the present


Ransby analyzed 30 social studies textbooks:

 most portrayed Columbus as brave and heroic, paving the way for America

 encountering obstacles along the way, many of which were indigenous peoples who were often brutally robbed of their homes, culture and lives (rarely depicted in history books)


Columbus introduced the slave trade to the US although this is rarely presented in texts


myths about Columbus support and justify arguments for patriarchy and white supremacy


Book authors are often forced to admit that indigenous peoples were treated poorly and many died.  However, they often fail to disclose the brutality of the situation and make statements like, “he had his faults but…”


This is a fundamentally racist formulation, consistent with the ways in which the subjugation and massacre of people of colour have been rationalized both by scholars and by ruling elites 


Columbus characterized indigenous peoples as ‘savage’ and ‘cannibalistic’


“Since most public schools in western nations socialize children not to be critical thinkers, but to be good citizens, hard workers and, if need be, loyal soldiers, the myth of Columbus serves those purposes well” (Ransby, 1992)

Chapter 18
Sex and Temperament

Martha C. Ward

What we understand as ‘natural’ varies greatly from society to society


Mead and Fortune explored the Sepik river

Arapesh


The Arapesh men and women both acted in caring and parental stereotypically ‘feminine’ ways.  Sexual division of labour was present but more egalitarian and cooperative 


Arapesh men are involved in the labour process and in caring for the infant closely


The couples abstain from sex until their children are old enough to walk 


The Arapesh did not demonstrate significantly different social personalities or behaviours based on gender 

Mundugumor 


The Mundugumor were loud and aggressive, stereotypically male


Every man was supposed to acquire a wife by trading his sister for another man’s sister, but this was difficult as men often wanted to marry younger women and would sometimes trade their daughters for young women to marry


Women were not cooperative in the marital systems of their community and were jealous and competitive 


Babies were not nurtured or comforted

Tchambuli


Tchambuli men gossiped about women and hair and worried about finding women to marry them


The women were dominant and went out to gather food while men took care of the home and children


Gender roles change with economic or political ideals and are not static over time, nor are they biological or natural 

Chapter 19
If Men Could Menstruate

Gloria Steinem

Biology does not determine gender but is shaped by our conceptions and understandings of gender


If menstruation and other bodily processes marked ‘female’ were re-inscribed as male, we would think of them very differently


‘penis envy’ has been constructed as natural to women, while the concept of ‘womb envy’ has been dismissed


“The characteristics of the powerful, whatever they may be, are thought to be better than the characteristics of the powerless – and logic has nothing to do with it” (Steinem, 1984)


If men menstruated, it would be understood as a sign of strength and masculinity rather than a cycle that makes one irrational and emotional


Women would be seen as inferior and incapable of leadership because they did not menstruate 

Chapter 20
The National Conversation in the Wake of Littleton Is Missing the Mark

Jackson Katz and Sut Jhally 

Discussions of school violence have largely ignored the gender perpetrators and how the construction of masculinity encourages men to be violent 


Psychology of the gunmen and attacks on the media ignore the larger structural issues that lead to violence and erase the fact that violence in our society is profoundly gendered 


Professional wrestling and action movies present masculinity as active and aggressive and those boys who do not fit in are ridiculed and often victims of violence themselves


Guns gave the shooters the opportunity to fight back despite being smaller or less athletic than the ‘jocks’ who tormented them

Chapter 15

Changing Families

Marriage is now starting to occur later in life and also less frequently. Women are delaying the transition to marital relationships while they establish steady work careers. Statistics show that individuals can expect to spend, on average, slightly less than half of their whole lives in the married state. Women tended to gain financially from marriage while men gained more in terms of non- economic benefits including both mental and physical health. The most common situation is for people to be married only once. Goldshceider and Waite found that the risk of divorce is greater when a partners’ parents have separated, or when the parents of the partners have higher education. The trend to fewer children means weaker bonds through parenthood. Divorce rates are also higher at the lower levels of socio-economic status. Divorce is now accepted and is no longer frowned upon, which is why is happens more often. The propensity of divorced persons to remarry has declined significantly, especially for women. In terms of widowhood, the fact is that men have to die to produce these widows. A larger proportion of people are now living alone. Living alone is predominant among older women, including 42% of those over 65.

Chapter 16

Update on Families

-
Explains the finding that more and more people in their early 20’s are living with their parents by linking it to a number of variables.

-
Canadians continue to marry and have children, common law unions, lone- parents families, smaller households and people living alone are on the rise.

-
Although common-law relationships are most popular among the young, they are also becoming more acceptable among older generations.

-
It has become more acceptable to bring up children in common- law relationships, although childbearing is still more common in marriages.

-
According to the National Longitudinal survey of children and youth, children are experiencing parental separation at increasingly younger ages. Furthermore children born into common- law unions are more apt to see the separation of their parents.

-
Canadian households continue to shrink as fewer people live in large households and more people live alone.

-
The new economy has increased the need for higher skill levels and more education

-
The fact that young adults continue to live with their parents has contributed to the decline in unions among young adults.

Chapter 17

Experimental family Organization: An hisotico-cultural report on the Oneida community

-Our culture is: 1) the relationship between husband and wife is supposed to be characterized by emotional intimacy and 2) parents are supposed to love their children as special treasures- cultural ideals!

Much of the communality of action derived from the fact that the entire membership was housed under one roof.

The building was built to encourage a feeling of togetherness.

Mansion House that served as the structural base for practically all Community activity. It was designed to encompass and facilitate this totality pattern and from all accounts it served its purpose well.

Many of their activities were designed to accentuate the we rather the I, and the economic sphere was no exception.

The Oneidans were different, they knew it and the world knew it.

all men should love all women and all women should love all men.

women were encouraged to have relations with a lot of men but not to become emotionally attached to any of them.

Chapter 15

Changing Families

Many people are holding off marriage till later in their life.  In the 1930’s marriage occurred early in life, but in 1972 the median age for getting married was 21.2 for brides and 23.4 for grooms, in 1996 the median rose again, 26.3 for women and 28.3 for men.   Not only is marriage occurring later in life but it is also happening less frequently.  Women are delaying the transition to marital relationships while they establish stable work careers.  Women having greater economic independence allow them to search longer for the right person.  An important feature in marriage is homogamy; people marrying others who are like themselves.   Data shows that both education and social class remain important in mate selection but that education has become more important than the social class of the parents.  The difference in age at first marriage is about two years which has considerable impact because a younger person is less likely to have experience at taking responsibility and leadership.  Mating gradient; the differential status of spouses means that the wife with have somewhat lower achieved status then the husband.  In an average marriage the husband tends to make more money partly because he is older and more established. Long-term employment increased the likelihood of marriage for men but not for women.    

The risk of divorce is much greater when a partner’s parents have separated, or when the parents of the partners have higher education. However higher education for husbands reduces this risk and higher earnings on the part of the husbands both decreases divorce and hasten that transition to parenthood. Higher education is linked with higher divorce rates, but the presence of children reduces the rates. Divorce propensities are particularly high for those who married at a young age and had premarital births. Divorce is also higher for couples raising stepchildren for those who have a larger age difference at marriage and for persons whose parents had separated. The greater independence of women makes the divorce alternative more viable. Divorces are less likely to occur when a family has young, dependent children because that is the time when the family is most economically interdependent. Attitudes toward divorce in Western societies have changed significantly. The social stigma attached to marital dissolution has lessened considerably and people now accept that divorce occurs frequently for normal people.  

Widowhood affects men and women differently.  Widowed people are not likely to remarry; only 1 in 25 widowed women remarry.  

Chapter 16

Update on Families


Marital histories are becoming more complex.  Common-law unions, lone-parent families, smaller households and people living alone are on the rise.  The proportion of the traditional family continues to decline, while families with no children at home were on the rise.  Behind the shift of living arrangements are diverse factors such as lower fertility rates, delayed childbearing or rise in the numbers of childless couples.  Common law arrangements are on the rise.  It is the most popular among the young and it is also becoming acceptable among older generations.  However common law unions do continue to be less stable than marriages and are twice as likely to experience a separation as those whose first union was marriage.  It is more acceptable to bring up children in common law relationships.  Children who experience the separation or divorce of their parents during childhood are more likely to separate themselves later in their adult lives.  Canadian households continue to shrink as fewer people live in larger households and more people live alone.  


Seniors are more likely to live alone.  More schooling, falling marriage rates, rising age at first marriage and the growth of common-law unions have extended the period during which young adults live with their parents.  Young men in their early 20 are the more likely to live at home.  

Chapter 17

Experimental Family Organization: An historic-cultural Report on the Oneida Community.


The Community was founded in 1848 on the old Indian lands along the Oneida Creek in central New York State.  John Humphrey Noyes found and long-time leader of the group was a graduate from Yale Theological Seminary.  Noyes theology revolved around spiritual equality which as he interpreted it included both the economic and sexual shapes.  In the kingdom of God all persons were to love and to share equality.  The little group of Perfectionists actually started to practice what they preached.  They constructed a large Community Mansion House and by expending their effort were able to increase the size of the group to several hundred members.  They had economic communism, group marriage, scientific breeding and sexual equality.  They were all housed under one roof. The building was designed to encourage a feeling of togetherness, this is why they had a communal dining hall, recreation rooms, library, concert hall and an outdoor picnic area.  The Oneidans built their own home, raised their own food, made all their own clothes, and did their own laundry, ran their own school and performed countless other collective tasks.  All the activities were designed to accentuate the we rather than the I.  Personal ownership of wealth and private property of any kind were taboo, down to and including children’s toys.  Their social, economic and sexual beliefs all stemmed from God’s word as expounded by John Humphrey Noyes.  He did not believe neither in romantic love nor in monogamous marriage such manifestations being considered selfish and smacking of possessiveness.  He taught that all men should love all women and that all women should love all men and while no attempt was made to impose this reciprocality on The World, group marriage continued throughout the whole of the community’s existence.  If a man desired sexual intercourse with a particular women he was suppose to make his wish known to a Central Committee who would convey his desires to the women in question.  If the latter consented the man would go to their room at bedtime and spend no more than an hour before returning to his own room.  Oneida women were encouraged to have sex relations with a variety of men but were not supposed to become emotionally involved with any of the men with whom they were having these relations.  Only the select were permitted to have children, and children were not raised by their parents.                     

Chapter 28 
Social Science Theories of Religion


Karl Marx combined the Hegelian notion that reality emerges from an endless series of contradictions with Ludwig Feuerbach’s materialism the belief that matter was the only and ultimate reality.  Marx argues that Hegel was wrong about making the dialectic spiritual; the ultimate reality is not spirit but matter.  Political and social reality is shaped by struggles between social classes over control and the material means of production.    Religion is one of the techniques that the ruling class uses to keep the subject class under control.  Marx’s attack on religion is unscientific, he asserts but does not prove, he attacks but does not provide evidence, he argues but his arguments are aprioristic and deductive.  


Freud saw religion as an essential neurotic, a regression to childhood behaviour patterns of guilt and dependency based either on humankind’s collective guilt about the murder of a father by the primal horde or on the human need to transfer control of life to a father figure.  


Durkheim made religion the central concern of his sociology and can be considered in many respects the founder of not only sociology of religion but also empirical sociology.  He says worship of god is nothing more than society worship itself.  


Bronislaw Malinowski was a polish anthropologist.  His approach to religion is “functionalism” he was not so much concerned with explaining religion as a global phenomenon as he was with describing the function of specific religious activities in society.  Malinowski built on the work of Durkheim who also described funeral rites, though not so precisely or powerfully.  

Chapter 26

Obedience to Authority: An Experimental View

This chapter concerns the Milgram studies. These studies were designed by Stanley Milgram to test obedience. A “teacher” and a “learner” would both show up for the study. The learner would be an actor strapped into a chair, who would be asked a series of questions by the teacher. The teacher (the actual participant) was instructed to give increasing-voltage electric shocks to the learner for each answer he got wrong. The learner would begin to protest that the electric shocks were causing him pain, demanding to quit the experiment, and eventually just screaming in agonizing pain. The teacher was encouraged to keep initiating shocks by the experimenter. The study was preformed with varying levels of proximity. 62.5% of participants administered the highest shock possible to the learner when they could hear the learner, 65% when they had no contact, 40% when in the same room with the subject and 30% when they had to touch the subject. 

Chapter 27

Crime in Canada and in the United States: A Comparative Analysis

This chapter analyzes and attempts to explain the differences in crime rates between the United States and Canada. While the numbers may seem to indicate that crime rates are much higher throughout the US than Canada, without the large cities, it is hard to say whether the US North or Canada has the bigger crime problem. Differences in values, cultures and political views of the people in these regions are not directly related to the prevalence of crime. 

Chapter 28

Social Science Theories of Religion

This chapter reviews the different theories of religion by classical sociological theorists:

•
Karl Marx: Religion is an illusion, a technique used by the ruling classes to ensure the working class remains under their control. It is the opiate of the people, a drug that immobilizes the subject class with the hope of a spiritual reward as a substitute for material possessions.

•
Sigmund Freud: Religion is a regression to childhood behaviour patterns of guilt and dependency where religion reinforces the control of the superego over the reality. Psychoanalysis frees the individual from guilt and dependency, and thus the illusion religion creates.

•
Emile Durkheim: Religion is society worshipping itself in the effervescence (all the emotional enthusiasm that surrounds religious rituals). The experience of the ritual creates religion (rather than religion creating the ritual). The community becomes conscious of itself as a reality that exists outside of the individual members. They understand this as a supernatural figure, God. God is simply society worshipping itself.

•
Bronislaw Malinowksi: Functionalist view. Explained the purpose of individual religious rituals in society rather than religion as a whole. 

•
Max Weber: Religion is shaped by social institutions, but also shapes them. The work ethic created by religion shapes capitalism, and is shaped by it. Eventually the ethic will become so powerful it will no longer correlate with religion. 

•
Rational Choice Models: Religious competition keeps religion alive.

Chapter 29

American Religious Exceptionalism

This chapter expands on the “rational choice models”. It was originally thought that religious pluralism destroyed all religions, and only where one faith prevailed could religion succeed. This didn’t coincide with the high levels of church participation in a plurality like the United States, however. It was found that in religious pluralisms, Churches took on free market characteristics. The more competition between churches, the higher the religious participation. 

Questions:

1.
In designing his obedience experiments, Stanley Milgram had which of the following in mind?

a.
Army deserters

b.
Nazi Germany

c.
The bystander effect

d.
The American Civil War

2.
Without the large cities taken into account, it was found that:

a.
Crime rates in Canada and the US North were similar

b.
The US’ crime rates increased significantly

c.
There was no change

d.
None of the above

3.
On the topic of religion, Max Weber stated:

a.
Religion is the opium of the people

b.
God is society worshipping itself 

c.
Religion is created by guilt and dependency

d.
Religion both shapes and is shaped by social institutions

4.
Studies found that having a religious pluralism:

a.
Decreases church attendance

b.
Increases church attendance

c.
Have no effect on church attendance

d.
Undermine each other’s credibility

Chapter 29: 
American Religious Exceptionalism

“rational choice” theory: think of churches as business firms; apply same principles that create success in business world, will create success in the religious realm

-
the more competition between churches, the higher the rates of religious participation

•
America is the country with the highest Christian influence, especially over Europe

•
Why? Most agree it is because of the powerful competitive forces unleashed by a free market religious economy; higher pluralism = higher commitment 

Saturation effect: the biggest increase is from no pluralism (only one church) to some diversity

Which sociologist argued that pluralism would in fact destroy the plausibility of all religions, and that only when one faith prevails can there be a “sacred canopy” able to inspire universal confidence?
a)
Finke

b)
Stark

c)
Berger

d)
Alexis de Tocqueville

e)
Cobbett

Chapter 30:
The New Story about What’s Happening in the Churches
•
Decline in popularity of Protestant groups, not because of defection to fundamentalist groups, but because of increase in “religious nones” (people who choose none when asked their religion)

•
Bibby predicts increase in popularity of religion in the future

•
Two patterns in Canada: stable dominance of Christian groups, difficulty cracking this monopoly for new entries

•
Roman Catholicism increased, possibly due to support through birth and immigration

•
Other groups (Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, etc.) also experienced growth

What is not one of Bibby’s examples of a “rite of passage” in which people will return to the church?

a)
funeral

b)
wedding

c)
Easter

d)
birth-related ceremonies

Chapter 25: 
On Being Sane in Insane Places

•
The label “insane” may cause inequality argues Rosenhan

1.
Benedict, 1934, suggested normality and abnormality not universal

2.
What is viewed as normal in one culture not necessarily in other

•
Certain behaviours deviant: murder, hallucinations

•
Many believe psychological categorizations are useless, harmful and misleading

•
Failure to recognize ‘sane’ patients in experiment

•
Physicians more likely to call healthy person sick than sick person healthy

Which is not one of the consequences of being admitted to a psychiatric hospital according to Rosenhan?
a)
powerlessness

b)
segregation

c)
increased irritability

d)
depersonalization

e)
self-labeling

Chapter 36. 
Ethnic Heroes and Racial Villains in American Social Science

•
Most ethnic myth has an implicit morale that we are not responsible in any way for other people's misfortune.

•
Asian immigrants whom from less advantage backgrounds are not any less "Asian" than the stereotypes portrayed by the Media. 

•
In demystifying and explaining Asian success, we come again to a simple truth: that what is inherited is not genes, and not culture, but class advantage and disadvantage. If not for U.S. Immigration policy and its extraordinary selectivity of the Asian immigrant population, such myth would last only a short duration.

Chapter 37.
Visible Minority Workers Are at Greater Economic Risk

•
Wage gap between white and non-white workers exists

•
Whites had “3 job prospects for every one of Blacks” (3:1 ratio)

•
Racial discrimination is still practised commonly by employers indirectly through euphemistic attributes such as demographic, educational or occupational characteristics.

Chapter 38. 
An Application of the United Nations Human Development Index to Registered Indians in Canada, 1996

•
HDI=Human Development Index, the composite indicators to measure quality of life. 

•
HDI Combines three sub indices: life expectancy, educational attainment, and GDP

•
Canada rank #1 on HDI in 1996, Registered Indian rank #49, On-reserve Registered Indian rank #79. 

•
This means the living condition and the quality of life for Registered Indian in Canada is lower than average suburb Canadians

•
Re-confirms the morale in CH36, that we are not responsible in any way for other people’s misfortune, even if we took their land two centuries ago.

Chapter 39. 
Confronting Culture with Science: Language and public Policy

•
Nationalism is a two-edged sword especially in the case of language and culture retention.

•
The maintenance for fall-out culture, language, and their self-identity should not be made assessable for practical use, but only kept on a symbolic level for scholars and anthropologists. 

•
Public policies should be in support of such view.
Chapter 42. 
The Human Juggernaut

•
We human are scavengers to our natural resources

•
Rwanda did not have “one-child policy” and facing over population, no additional land to colonize and potential starvation without international aid, all of these conditions set the stage for potential war.

•
Many countries in Africa are in similar position as Rwanda. 

