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Journal Entry 1: The Lavish Wedding

In this short document of the text Cinderella Dreams: The allure of Lavish Wedding, Elizabeth Pleck explains how the wedding has passed from a religious ritual to an institution worth millions of dollars. This extract describes the marriage as a cultural phenomenon witch can be call a "broad". 
First of all, she says marriage is now seen as a right in the North American culture and not a sacred ritual. I agree with that statement because most people don’t get married for the religious beliefs or their personal values now but more to obtain a new social status and to use that legal privilege. Also, she mentions that lavish weeding is more of a social event use to show our financial resources and has a lot of commercial aspects. It is true, marriage has definitely become a big industry where material aspects are becoming more and more luxurious and values like family, religion, who are supposed to be the fundamental reason why you get married, are left behind. Then, she states that the media plays a big role when it comes to the place of marriage in the society and the idea that the more expensive the marriage is the less possibility it will lead to a divorce.  I agree with this because when you turn on the TV,  most channels will present wedding shows (Four weddings, Say yes to the dress) or TV shows based on dating (the Bachelor, The Millionaire Matchmaker). The media shows that being single is non-desirable and being in a relation is what will make you happy. The wedding is the ultimate realisation in that case.
	Personally, I disagree with the image that society tent to show us. In my family, I have the chance to witness two beautiful marriages; my grand-parents who have been married for now fifty years and my parents who are married since 23 years now. But their marriages were based on personal values and the desire to start having a family. For both, it was a small marriage with only family members. I think their marriage still work because it is based on solid bases and morals. I also think it is very demoralizing that media want us to believe that without a ring and a husband or a wife our live is incomplete. I think it is possible to be a single woman or man and be powerful, successful and proud of you we are. I loved the fact that the beginning of the series Sex and the City was based on that idea. It showed to the world, women that were proud of their sexuality and celibate. I think it’s sad that the lavish wedding is now seen has an opportunity to party and spend lots of money when it could be uses differently to get a good start in your life by buying a house or pursuit a carrier. 
	

