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Democracy, Part one, 
· What is Democracy
· Plato Against Democracy 

Democracy is related to political Power: 
· The power to issue and enforce binding commands. 
· How should this power be distributed 
Who should Rule? 
· What sort of Government is best?
· Find a good government who makes safe measures and fair measures to take care of us 
· Rule Whom? 
· Monarchy/Tyranny (the one) If it is a monarchy it is rule by the interest of one. 
· Aristocracy/oligarchy (the few) ruled by the few. Oligarchy is the country who rule in their own personal benefit. 
· Polity/democracy (the many) ruled by the mob. 
Everyone is in power 

· Political power should be distributed equally 
· Every citizen should have the right to an equal say. 
What is democracy? 
· Rule (Kratos) by the many (demos)
· Collective self-rule 
· Government of, for and by the people! 
· Historically unpopular view. People have viewed democracy as unfavorable. 
· Democracy is too large and takes forever to make a decision. 

Origins of Democracy 
· Ancient Athens 508-322 BC 
· Decisions made by majority vote in an assembly of all citizens. 
· Open Debate and subsidized participation. 
· As long as you are a citizen they made sure that everyone would be able to vote and they would pay to make sure that you are compensated. 
· The Anthinaians wanted 
Features of Athenian Democracy: 
· Direct. You had to be forced to understand the matters and made you vote. 
· Exclusionary. Aristotle could not take part in the voting. They didn’t let women to vote.
· Intolerant, they didn’t think women were smart enough to take part in the debate. They also didn’t let foreigners to vote. 
· Culturally Homogeneous: 
How Democratic was Athenian Democracy? 
· More democratic than ours. You could go from farmer and then become the head of a treasurer. 
· Less democratic than ours. 
· You cannot discriminate against certain people unless the state says so. 
Key Features of Modern Representative Democracy 
· Universal Rights to Vote and Stand for Office.  
· Elected representatives make decisions elections are free frequent and fair. 
· Elections are free, frequent and fair
· Freedom of speech; independent media
· Freedom of association 
· Independent Judges 


Participation in Representative democracies 
· Is more participation Desirable? 
· Is direct democracy possible in large Nation-states? 

Plato against Democracy: 
· Democracy is Rule by the Many 
· The many are selfish, ignorant, and unpredictable. 
· The many are unqualified to rule. They are not educated enough and do not understand the world enough. During Plato’s time 

The Craft Analogy 
· Consider Jobs requiring lots of skill 
· Pilots, architects, medical doctors
· Health of the body and the state 
Philosophers should Rule 
· Philosophy= Love of Wisdom 
· Political decisions-Makers should have judgement, skill and knowledge. 
· Ruling is a skill attainable only by the few. Very people are able to rule over the nation. 
Philosopher Rulers: 
· Philosophical Training: Acquiring knowledge of the Human Good 
· Philosophers don’t want power. You don’t want a leader who makes tough decisions and not ones that take advantage of the power 
· But they realize that the alternative is unacceptable.  If the philosophers do not take charge of the state then it will fall apart. 
Are there political Experts 
· Is there so, how does a ruler know what is the peoples interests? 
· Even so, how does a ruler know what is in the peoples interests? 
· Ask the people what they want. 
Benevolent Dictatorship
· Should any group be given absolute power? 
· Problem of trust.  Can you trust them not to over use their power? 
Plato against corruption: 
· Educate rulers to be concerned for the common Good 
· Rulers possess no private property. 
· Rulers are denied family ties. This prevents any emotion connection and it prevent any biases within the country. 
· Are there likely to be many volunteers? 
Why Democracy?
Intrinsic Reasons
Instrumental Reasons: Things that provide for better possibilities 

Two Types of Reason Valuing Democracy 
· Intrinsic Reasons 
· Instrumental Reasons 

First Intrinsic Reason: Self Rule
· Democracy Embodies a commitment to freedom or self-rule
· Democracy= Individuals ruling themselves 
· Autonomy= Giving laws to oneself 

Jean-Jacques Roussea 
We can be coerced and free 

· Coercion: we are forced to comply with Laws 
· Freedom: In a democracy, Laws are self-imposed
· So, coercion is compatible with freedom. 
Government and Legislation: 
· Rousseau opposes democratic Government because he thinks executive power should be held by the few. 
· Rousseau supports democratic legislation because he thinks that people should make their own laws. 
Objection: Democracy is not a form of Freedom 
· Those on the losing side are subject to laws they do not give themselves.
· Majority Rule means the minority are not self-ruling. Therefore those in the minority are not free 
Reply to Objection 
· Democracy provides more autonomy than any other decision procedure. 
· Democracy gives every citizen the opportunity to participate in law making.  This does not mean that you will be able to affect it directly
Second Intrinsic Reason: Equality 
· Democracy embodies a commitment to treating all as moral equals 
· Democracy= equal entitlement to participate.
· Politics for a society of equals. 
Against Subordination and Exclusion: 
· No natural subordination 
· Inclusion of all Adults equally in reaching collective decisions 
· Need education and resources to participate effectively. 
Rousseau’s General Will 
· Citizens Motivate by the impartial concern for the public good
· You should ask yourself: What’s best for the community? 
First instrumental Reason: Better Decisions 
· Democracy Produces Better results than its alternatives. The more information that we have the better sense we get and the better outcomes we get. 
· No Gamine in a democracy with a free press
· The Democratic peace hypothesis
· Democratic societies do not go to war against other democratic societies 
Accountability and Interest Protection: 
· Dictators need not take the peoples interests into account. 
· Accountability to citizen’s constraints democratic leaders. 
· Problem: Necessary but unpopular policies won’t be adopted. 
Two Models of Democratic input
· What goes into the process shapes what comes out 
· Market model: Deliberation, discussion, cooperative Debate.
Market Model of Democracy: 1 
· Parties offer a menu of options 
· Citizens choose what they prefer: they vote for decision makers. 
· Equal Influence= equal voting power 

Market Model of Democracy: 2 
Elections are competitions in which parties market themselves to citizens. 
Result: Impoverished Debate and citizen Incompetence 
Schumpeter: Citizens choose Experts. 

Forum Model of Democracy 
· Emphasizes Deliberation: you have the possibility of being politically involved and are engaged. 
Equal Influence= Equal opportunity to participate in discussion 
· Equal invlufve+ qual opportunit for participate in discussion 
· Voting reflects want after they have been changed by reasoning 

Our Democracy is not a forum 
· Powerful private interests dominate our discussions. 
· Political Market in which money Generate unequal influence 
· Formal political equality combines with large economic inequalities. 

Second Instrumental Reason: Better Citizens
· Forum Model Only
· Active Citizen Engagement
· Develop Citizens Skill in making judgements.  
Why Better Citizens? 
· Participation is an education in itself.  
· Incentive to seek widespread support for one’s views 
· Less selfish, more cooperative, better informed. 
	
