Housing 


Introduction
Known as rich country 
1-5 Canadian households are unable to find affordable and healthy home 
In 1980 the average of 11 out of 100 Newhouse in Canada were affordable 
In 2007 the average slipped to 1-100 Newhouse in Canada were affordable 
In 21 century the gab between owner & tenants have grown wider. 
The problem is in federal, provincial and territories government for cutting funds and programs for new social housing and cancel program. 
In 1998 the federal government commercialized the Canada mortgage and housing corporation (CMHC)  
    
(CMHC) generates profits of 100 of millions$, but housing developers report that high cost of the premium is blocking development of new affordable units 

Government stop housing policies and programs and hoping for private market would pick up the slack.  However, private have already started to abandon affordable rental housing in the early 1970s. Clearly, there is no big profit to be made for low-moderate- and middle-income household. 


· The rate of affordable houses are extremely low in some part of Canada 
leading to a net loss of affordable homes at time when population and the need of affordable housing are growing.

· The existing housing stock is aging and much of it poorly maintained. Plus, a it of the unites are have low qualities, including appalling conditions in almost half of aboriginal communities. 


· Support and services for people who need special assistance to access and maintain housing for people in needs is fragmented of non-existent force many people to be homeless or overcrowded in shelters. 


· 3-4 families are living in houses that designed for one family, swilling the rank of” hidden homelessness”.


Government faced political pressure from mayors and community to restore funding for housing programs and in response to that they signed the affordable housing framework agreement at a national summit in Quebec City. 


NATIONAL HOUSING CRISIS 
The affordable housing crisis is hidden behind the relative comfort 

Owner’s households in Canada have income that is on average about double the income of renters. Canada’s renter households have median incomes are half of the income of owners. Owner’s income has increased since the recession of the early 1990s. But renter’s incomes have been the same without any change.  Low income makes it really hard for renters to move to ownerships. One third of the Canadian are renters and for them affordable houses crisis and homelessness disaster is overwhelming reality.   

The wealth gab between owners and renters is growing and that makes it harder for renters to move into ownership. Also, government hasn’t provided any new social housing programs for low and moderate-income renters since 1993. 

 Canada relies on the private sector to provide housing, but renters can find suitable housing in housing market those prices driven by income and wealth of homeowners.  Assistance programs must better address the growing income inequality between owners and renters and few renters have enough income to pay the rent levels. Increased supply- the construction of new rental housing is the only answer to the vacancy rate. To sum up, there is growing social needs for affordable housing among renters.   
 the housing crisis grow big that big bank start to notice like TD bank and they released study mentioning  that 
1. One in five household in Canada is still unable to afford acceptable shelter. 
2. The lack of affordable housing is problem and is steadily gaining recognition in Canada.  
3. Correlation exists between neighborhood with poor quality housing and lower health outcomes

Growing Homelessness disaster.

Housing crisis is more visible in Canada than before. Homelessness is growing regardless of shelters. A survey of eight Ontario communities found that 1.5 million stays in homelessness shelters, but the number of people staying on street is much more. Toronto the largest city in Canada has the biggest number of homelessness. Recently, the Toronto reported the highest number in homeless among children and one third of them under the age of four. Also, the city is reporting a number of seniors in city homeless shelters.

One measure of the serious state of the homelessness disaster in Toronto is the crowded shelters and every available bed, mattress is filled.

Top solution for homelessness is more supply of affordable housing and better income. 
A study by Toronto disaster relief documents shelter overcrowding, poor food quality, lack of hygiene, theft and stealing, disease.

FIRST NATION PEOPLE 
They are making a large number of those who experience homelessness or living in substandard housing. One third of reserves housing stocks require major repair or replacement. Also, in cites and town people face discrimination. Aboriginal household are 3 times more likely to be poor than non- aboriginal households. The aboriginal women have lower average earnings, unemployment than other women. Have a shorter life expectancy than other women. 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN

3 million women live in poverty in Canada. Single women-led families are among the poorest in the country. Also, housing crisis and homelessness disaster puts children at risk of bad neighborhood and violence. 

THE PRIVATE SECTOR   
 Low income households still don’t have enough money to pay the rents required by private development to make a reasonable return on investment after covering the high costs of developing and managing housing.
In the most part of the country, even if new high-end rental housing in created, the vacancies created down the rental spectrum by filtering will result in massive rent increases across the board due to lax or non-existent rent-regulation law.  
Recent trends in the rental markets show increasing opportunities at the high end. The rental market is flooded with expensive rental units to build even more units that would remain vacant. 

THE SWINGING PENDULUM 

Canada has a record of successful delivering a national social housing program that funds affordable social housing program that funds affordable social housing units from 1940 -1993.

In recent years, the federal government has posted annual surpluses of more $10 billion. The two reasons for the large surplus 

1-spending cuts over the past decades, including cuts to housing programs. 

2- increased revenues in recent years from an upturn in the economy. 


During 1990, the federal government has: 

1-Calcelled all spending on desperately needed new social housing. 
2- cut spending from existing housing programs 
3- transferred its responsibility for administration of housing programs to provinces and territories.
4-locked itself into downtown spiral of decreasing spending. 

In 2007 united nation released an assessment of Canada failures to meet its international housing obligation. 

The federal government took some positive steps due to the local and international pressure

· In 1999 the national homelessness strategy established.
· 2001 the federal government signed the affordable housing framework agreement with every province and territory to provide $! Billion over 5 years. 

However, 
  

1. Most provinces are not paying their matching share. 

2. Even if the framework agreement was fully funded, the total number of unites. Would be well short of the amount required to meet the massive and growing need for affordable rental housing. 

Figure 
Federal, provincial, territorial spending on housing 1989 -2008 
Federal spent more money on housing than provincial.  

One percent solution  
Adding 1 % would create an envelope to fund a comprehensive, national housing strategy. The enhanced funding envelope with existing housing spending, would allow the federal government to adopt a comprehensive national housing with these key elements. 
1. Supply 
2. Affordability 
3. Support 
4. Rehabilitation 
5. Emergency relief 
The first 4 elements, aimed at ensuring that everyone has access to good quality affordable housing. 
The 5 elements is relief, aimed at providing a basic level of comfort for those are on the street and assistance them to get secure homes. 
However, the federal and Provencal government failed to meet their commitment they made in 2001. 

Conclusion 

the affordable housing crisis and homelessness disaster have led to an emerging patchwork of responses from senior level of government. Housing advocates are trying to break this pattern with 1% solution.  
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