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What is Culture?
Ien Ang: “For most people, ‘culture’ is extraordinary, set apart from daily life. It is either synonymous to art, something elevated and lofty, of refers to ‘other people”….in other words culture is either aesthetics or anthropology….”

Raymond Williams: “Culture is Ordinary” (1958):
· Page 93: key paragraph: “Every human society has (1) its own shape, its own purpose, its own meanings. (2) Every human society expresses these, in institutions, and in arts and learning.” (They might also be produced here)
· “A whole way of life”
· Both traditional and creative

· “high” and “low” culture: Williams’ teashop story
· Class
· “There is a distinct working-class way of life”
· Culture is not “bourgeois” culture
· “mass” culture
· A sense of alienation with the rise of industrialization
· The value of commercial culture; the equation of this culture with the people who consume it: “bad” culture
· Theodor Adorno/Frankfurt School


Williams: “The only defence is in education, which will at least keep certain things alive, and which will also, at east in a minority, develop ways of thinking and feeling which are competent to understand what is happening and to maintain the finest individual values.”

Ang: “’Culture’ in cultural studies relates to the production and negotiation of meaning and value, and this is an ongoing, plural, often conflictive process taking place in all dimensions of social activity, be it at the workplace, in education, the media, in international relations, even in the hairdresser’s salon.”
“’Culture” has become and increasingly intense and multidimensional ‘site of struggle’ in this complex, postmodern world.”

· “Increasing commercialisation, buereaucratisation and corporatisation of universities”
· Research priorities: “partnerships” $$$$$$$
· The obligation of cultural studies, and Humanities research in general to question:
· “It is the function of the humanities to provide an understanding of the world of social experience.”
· Sydney, Australia: research on Arab youth and crime

Case Study: Lorde's Royals
Williams: “Every human society has (1) its own shape, its own purpose, its own meanings. (2) Every human society expresses these, in institutions, and in arts and learning.” (They might also be produced here)
Products of commercial culture not “neutral” or “just entertainment” (although they can serve as a means of escape, which is also political)
Multiple readings: expressions of culture are complex
Understanding a point of view other than your own

Critique of commercial culture?
New York Times review:
Ms. Perry and Ms. Cyrus sing about something teenage girls are presumed to have on their minds: what’s left of self-esteem after a breakup…. Lorde, meanwhile, is singing about class consciousness and conspicuous consumption: the gap between pop-culture fantasies of Cadillacs and diamonds and the reality of being someone who “didn’t come from money.” It’s a thoughtful, calmly insubordinate song; it’s also written by an actual teenager.

Racist?
From Verónica Bayetti Flores (feministing.com):
“While I love a good critique of wealth accumulation and inequity, this song is not one; in fact, it is deeply racist. Because we all know who she’s thinking when we’re talking gold teeth, Cristal and Maybachs. So why shit on black folks? Why shit on rappers? Why aren’t we critiquing wealth by taking hits at golf or polo or Central Park East?”

Lorde:
“I was just sort of reeling off some of the things which are commonly mentioned in hip-hop and the Top 40.”
“I’ve always loved hip-hop, but as a fan of hip-hop, I’ve always had to kind of suspend disbelief because, obviously, I don’t have a Bentley. There’s a distance between that and the life I have with my friends going to parties and getting public transport and doing the things that every other teenager does.”

Ideology
· “Royals” makes the following *ideological* assumptions:
· That “authenticity” means shunning commercial culture
· That participation in commercial culture *means* or *signifies* in the same way for everyone
· When, in fact, Lorde’s view is one that comes from *the dominant culture* and made to seem universal
· That capitalism is a given

Ideology & Hegemony
· Another way of saying this:
· The media and political, economic, educational, religious, and entertainment institutions shape our consciousness. People are told, inspired, coerced, and manipulated to think in certain ways, usually ways that support the economic and political interests of the rich and powerful.
Hegemony
This legitimization of certain ideas is managed through the widespread social adoption of ideas about the way things are, how the world 'really' works and should work. These ideas (often embedded in symbols and cultural practices) orient people's thinking in such a way that they accept the current way of doing things, the current sense of what is 'natural,' and the current understanding of their roles in society. This socialization process, the shaping of our cognitive and affective interpretations of our social world, is called, by Antonio Gramsci, "hegemony"
· hegemony denotes the predominance of one social class over others.
· not only political and economic control, but also the ability of the dominant class to project its own way of seeing the world (ideology) so that those who are subordinated by it accept it as 'common sense' and 'natural'.

Roland Barthes: “The whole of France [you can substitute “world”] is steeped in this anonymous ideology, our press, our films, our theatre, our pulp literature, our rituals, our Justice, our diplomacy, our conversations, our remarks about the weather, a murder trial, a touching wedding, the cooking we dream of, the garments we wear, everything in everyday life is dependent on the representation which the bourgeoisie has and makes us have of the relations between men and the world”

· Barthes: used the term “myth” to refer to the hidden set of rules and conventions through which meanings, which are specific to certain groups, are made to seem universal and given for a whole society
· Semiotics:
· Signifier + Signified = Sign

Neoliberalism
· Predominant economic system of last 40 years
· Market economy; free trade
· Focus on privatization
· Focus on the individual:
· Individual freedoms
· “pull yourself up by the bootstraps”
· “American dream”


Semiotics

 signifier(happy face) + Signified (happiness) = Sign
(Denotative meaning) (Connotaive meaning =Barthes' "myth")
signifier= form, signified= idea/concept.. both are required to produce meaning. The relationship between them sustains representation 

Representation is the production of meaning through language (written, spoke, image, event, gesture, sound, etc)

Encoding and Decoding (S. Hall)
· Codes
· The conventions or practices by which signs are strung together to make meaning
· Cultural producers encode messages and we decode them (reception- not neutral)
· We can decode in different ways
· Dominant- hegemonic reading
· Negotiated position
· Oppositional or Counter- hegemonic reading

Discourse (Michel Foucault)
· shift away from "language" to "discourse"
· a group of statements which provide a language for talking about a particular topic at a particular historical moment. Discourse is about the production of knowledge through language
· WHAT gets talked about, defined?
· HOW is a topic talked about?
· WHO gets to get the parameters for how it's talked about?
· The same disclosure, characteristic of a way of thinking will appear across a range of texts, forms of conduct, in a number of institutions: assume existence independent of particular speaker

Discourse (Foucault)
· Our subjectivity is constructed through discourse(s)
· this shapes our acceptance of unequal power relations
· "Nothing meaningful exists outside of discourse"
· emphasis on the connection between knowledge and power
· power doesn't rest in one place and it shifts
· Examples, medicine, law, sexuality, science

Everyday Life
· Michel de Certeau: The Practice of Everyday Life
· examination of "routine practices" or "the art of doing:
· walking, talking, reading, dwelling, cooking..
· creative resistance to repressive aspects of modern society
· strategies/ tactics

Music and Everyday Life
· Performance and Subjectivity 
· DeNora's categories:
· Mood Change
· Venting
· Mental Concentration
· Remembering/ Constructing the self
· Why do we gravitate to certain kinds of music?

Resistance and Its Difficulties
· What are we trying to resist?
· Corporate Culture

Culture Jamming
· The practice of parodying advertisements and hijacking billboards in order to drastically alter the message (280)
· Culture jams are interceptions--- counter-messages that hack into a corporation's own method of communication to send a message starkly at odds with the one that was intended (281)
· Culture jamming baldly rejects the idea that marketing, because it buys its way into our public spaces, must be passively accepted a one-way information flow (281)

Jean Baudrillard, "Precession of Simulacra"
· We inhabit a hyperreality, a hall of media mirrors in which reality has been lost in an infinity of reflections. We experience events as electronic reproductions of rumoured phenomena many time removes; originals fall short

Umberto Eco:  “semiological guerrilla warfare” 
· “The receiver of the message seems to have a residual freedom:  to read it in a different way…I am proposing an action to urge the audience to control the message in its multiple possibilities of interpretation.  One medium can be employed to communicate a series of opinions on another medium….Restoring a critical dimension to passive reception.” 	
Adbusters
· "We are a global networks of artists, activists, writers, pranksters, students, educators, and entrepreneurs who want to advance the new social activist movement of the information age. Our aim is to topple existing power structures and forge a major shift in the way we live in the 21st century."

Subculture
· In opposition to "mainstream" or "dominant" culture
· subversive
· often based on style

Graffiti Art
· construction of "virtual" alternate identity
· tags
· use of public space (Reclaiming?)
· impermanence
· dialogue
Space and Place
· place is crucial to the understanding of culture; cultural life doesn't take place in a vacuum
· arranging, managing shaping and transforming places in accordance to belief agendas and political values
· those in power make decisions about the use of space
· forces of capitalism important way through which space get constructed/ controlled
· enclaves of privilege; zones of exclusion 

Public and Private
· a public is a space of discourse, which involves a relation among strangers
· public sphere (Jurgen Habermas): a site in which the public (private citizens separate from the state) debates and discusses the issues relevant to its time
· conterpublic sphere(s)

Workspaces
· "Modern Life:" Critique of crushing effects of modern work
· "The Office:" disciplinary structures seemingly less onerous
· blurred lines between work and leisure
· "nurturing" and "validation" of workers as individuals in contemporary workplaces

"Imagined Community"
· "[The Nation] is imagined because the members of even the smallest nation will never know most of their fellow- members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the mind of each lives the image of their communion"-Benedict Anderson

Nature/ Environment 	
· discourse
· Michel Foucault
· Discourse is about the production of knowledge through language
· WHAT gets talked about, defined?
· HOW is a topic talked about?
· WHO gets to get the parameters for how it's talked about?


· John Muir (founder of Sierra Club) 1898:
“The tendency nowadays to wander in wilderness is delightful to see. Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized people are beginning to find out that going to the mountains is going home; that wildness is a necessity….Awakening from the stupefying effects of the vice of over-industry and the deadly apathy of luxury, they are trying as best they can to mix and enrich their own little ongoing with those of nature, and to get rid of rust and disease.”

Wilderness
· As other (in binary opposition to "society" etc.; separateness, difference from human world)
· for use against normal, everyday space- stands apart from this
· posted as a site of escape from society and escape from design
· romanticized: conquering wilderness and being reinvigorated by primitive energy and independence
· counter to control or discipline of society
· site of resistance/opposition in the 1960's, eg.
· Nostalgic: idealized (different for people who work "in nature") solitude, masculine ruggedness 
· associated with privilege 
· glosses over violent dispossession of Indigenous people
· can absolve us from responsibility of living sustainably elsewhere
· wilderness is "managed" (eg. "preservation" from disappearance): tension btw. Idea of untouched nature and management referred to as "open secret"
· What we do "in nature" is also designed ( "relax" "hike" etc)
· imagining nature as heterotopia

Heterotopia( Michel Foucault)
· a heterotopia is a real place which stands outside of know space
· brings together into a single space things that are not usually together
· heterotopias are able to oppose, in the same place, different places (like the zoo or botanical gardens)
· a heterotopia separates us from our usual sense of time, like libraries which are accumulated time or festivals which are transient 
· other examples, prisons, hospitals, cemeteries, gardens
· Foucault also talks about conceptualization of ourselves in terms of inner/outer


Globalization

Wilderness

· Wilderness is “managed” (eg. “preservation” from disappearance): tension btw. Idea of untouched nature and management referred to as “open secret”
· What we do “in nature” is also designed (“relax,” “hike,” etc.)
·  Imagining nature as heterotopia

Heterotopia (Michel Foucault)
 a real place which stands outside of known space
· brings together into a single space things that are not usually together
· heterotopias are able to oppose, in the same place, different places (like the zoo or a botanical garden)
· a heterotopia separates us from our usual sense of time, like libraries which are accumulated time or festivals which are transient 
· other examples: prisons, hospitals, cemeteries, gardens
· Foucault also talks about conceptualization of ourselves in terms of inner/ outer

Nationalism
Imagined Community
“[The Nation] is imagined because the members of even the smallest nation will never know most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image of their communion.” Benedict Anderson

Globalization
· Globalization is a process of interaction and integration among the people, companies, and governments of different nations, a process driven by international trade and investment and aided by information technology. This process has effects on the environment, on culture, on political systems, on economic development and prosperity, and on human physical well-being in societies around the world. 

· small world: communication and transportation technologies 
· cultural imperialism: universalization of Western culture
· cultural exchange 
· cultural hybridity 
· cultural appropriation 
· orientalism 

Global Economics
· free markets
· capital can move across borders
· multinational corporations move around in quest for cheap labour and tax exemptions
· power of state reduced 

Fashion Industry
· one impact of globalization, logic of distance:
“a consumer is so removed from the condition under which a producer labors that they are less likely to have awareness, let alone any motivation to protest.” 
· Bangladesh Factory collapse, 2013: worst in history
· Implicates companies like Wal-mart, H&M, Joe Fresh, Benetton
· 85% of workers in B. women

What do we Do?
· Stop buying clothes made in sweat shops?
· Protest?  How?
· “If consumers stop buying, that is like a boycott and a boycott doesn’t help us. Instead, we want people to write letters to Walmart, talk to their communities and friends about what is happening, raise their voice and protest at the stores with their physical presence. We want US consumers to say, “‘We’re watching you and we demand that you pay attention.’” Kalpona Akter 
· Distinction btw clothing and fashion
· Consumption/identity:  meeting psychological needs
· Fashion that minimizes poverty
· Fashion that helps us flourish
· Time and $$
· Can internet help?

Space, Place, Globalization: Food

You are what and how you eat
· Food is our most basic connection to the earth. It is reflective of how society is organized; how labour is divided; where people live; how much time they take for leisure and food; how they interact with their biological, bare life; and it is broadly indicative of a culture’s priorities. For example, Italians spend 10% of their income on their cellphones, versus 12% on what they eat. 
· 19% of meals in America are eaten in a car.

What are our expectations?
· How much of income goes to food?
· How much time for shopping, prep and consumption of food?
How much do we spend?
[image: money spent on food.jpeg]
What are some of the issues?
· What food is available and to whom?
· Food deserts 
GMOs
· Why?
· Keep disease away
· Longer shelf life
· No seeds, so need to buy more seeds
· Montsanto 
· “New Leaf” Potato:  produces its own insecticide; “Round Up Ready”
· “licensing” for one season only.  
· Intellectual property $$
· We don’t know effects
· Insufficient testing 
· Vanadana Shiva

Unsustainable Agricultural Practices
· chemical fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides
· Soil erosion, ruins its fertility
· Polluted groundwater
· Dairy etc. farms:  methane gas (ozone); water supply contamination; manure degrades quality of soil 
· monoculture 

Shipped Food
· Picked unripe, treated with chemicals that will ripen during shipment
· Compromised nutritional value
· Treated with chemicals to withstand long ship. 

Industrial Food
· Individual meals
· Can eat in car
· Fast food outlets offering “healthy” alternatives
· So processed that food “appears as pure products of culture rather than nature”
· Corn everywhere!
· Factory farms


Identity and Post Feminism 

What is Identity?
· Historically contingent
· What identities define you?
· Essentialist 
· Social constructivist
· Constructed
· Performative
· Unstable
“Identity is defined by and through power”
· What kind of identity is possible?  Why? What agency do we have?
· Individuals are produced by social forces—interpellation (Althusser)
· “It is our performance of our relation to others and to social institutions that continually instantiates us as subjects” 

Identity and Power
· Foucault:
· Power is not possessed by anyone:  it circulates and is unstable
· Power shapes society productively, not repressively
Identity Categories
· Gender, Sexuality, Feminism, class, race, ability
· Intersectionality 
· Problem with leaving discussion on the level of identity categories

Angela McRobbie
· Feminism
· Postfeminism 
· Feminism “taken into account”
· “feminist success”
· critique: Interpellated into meritocracy
· She has economic capacity

Music= Political
Quebec "Values Charter" (Bill b0)
Heterotopia to Auditopia 

Close Listening: Sikh Knowledge "More than Aware": Language, Rhythm, Musical Genealogies

Music= Political
For listeners: music helps construct identities 
"music has transformative power. It does things, changes things, makes things happen. (Denora 48)
used by individuals "to regulate, eleborate, and substantiate themselves as social agents" (Denora 47)
For performers: music is a way to play with, try out, and develop identities [think Beyonce's ghost]
music is a way to reform or reflect on history/ pasts [think beyonce's flawless]
music is a way to participate in broad political discourses [think MJ's "black or white"]
sounds signify and carry meaning [think Hendrix's performance of "star spangled banner"]

The Quebec Charter of Values {Bill b0)
"Charter affirming the values of state secularism and religious neutrality and of equality between women and men, providing a framework for accommodation requests" 
allowed: small religious symbols(cross necklaces, rings etc)
banned: overt and conspicuous symbols (head pieces, head scarves etc)

Battle over Signifiers?
The bill's wording suggests "that certain religious symbols- the islamic veil, for instance- speak to the wearer's inherent disregard for gender equality" 
“If anything, the hijab I wear is a call for equity. To me, it’s a real life manifestation for the definition of women’s liberation, rather than oppression.”

“Modern” sexualities vs. “Premodern” religions
“When I see a veil, the mental image I have is of all the gays who were hung high and low in the public square ... in certain Arab countries. And they invite the children to see it because it’s a show for families.” Michelle Blanc

“When it came Mr. Drainville’s time to question Ms. Blanc, he did not challenge her equation of the hijab with the most violent aspects of radical islam. Instead he asked her to elaborate on how she interprets conspicuous religion symbols … a
‘negative message about your sexual orientation’” (Hamilton Article)

Heterotopia: Other; different..Place(from greek "topos")
- Foucault sees lot of potential here!

Heterotopia, spaces and places that function in non-hegemonic conditions; spaces and places of otherness

Heterotopia (counter-sites, a kind of effectively enacted utopia)
VS
Utopia( sites with no real place..fundamentally unreal places)

"There are four principles of..."
Heterotopia
1. exist in all cultures
2. functions change/shift
3. many "incompatibilities" in a single space
4. often linked with slices in time

“heterotopia is capable of juxtaposing in a single real place several spaces ... that are themselves incompatible”

What makes these spaces heterotopic? (zoo, cemetery,  garden)

Music "because of its uncanny ability to absorb and meld heterogeneous national, cultural, and historical styles and traditions across space and within place" (23) can potentially be heterotopic.
“the audiotopia is a musical space of difference, where contradictions and conflicts do not cancel each other out but coexist and live through each other” (23).

Audiotopia: “sonic spaces of effective utopian longings where several sites normally deemed incompatible are brought
together, not only in the space of a particular piece of music itself, but in the production of social space and the mapping of geographical space that music makes possible as well” (23).

Race and Nation

Response to "Black or White"
· Viewed by c. 500 million people in 27 countries, prime time television
· Fox:  issued an apology.  “We made a mistake”
· Critics:  “self-indulgent,” “betrayal to fans,” “publicity stunt,” “unintelligible” 
· Jackson compelled to issue apology through record company: 
· “It upsets me to think that ‘Black or White’ could influence any child or adult to destructive behavior, either sexual or violent. I’ve always tried to be a good role model and therefore have made these changes to avoid any possibility of adversely affecting any individual’s behavior. I deeply regret any pain or hurt that the final segment of ‘Black or White’ has caused children, their parents, or any other viewers” 

"Who sings the nation?" (Judith Butler and Gayatri Spivak)
· Nation one of the principal ways of defining identity in modern world
· What does “national identity” mean?  What does it mean to belong?
· Collective identity
· What are the terms of belonging? 

National Identity
· Identity predicated on difference: Distinctions between “us” (included) and “them” (excluded)
· Forming a “we”
· Bringing together vast #’s as “people”
· Mythology
· Imagined Community
· Through stories we tell: importance of language
· “national” point of view”
· Democratic ideal v. ideology/regulating power of the state (police, military, legal institutions, educational institutions, etc.)
· Interpellation of citizens
· Invented traditions (Joe Canadian) 

Nation State
· Product of industrial revolution
· Built on exploitation/underdevelopment of other regions
· Colonialism (conquering)
· Economic, knowledge
· Contact with “others” through exploration: effect on national identity
· Orientalism 
· Cultural exchange
· Cultural hybridity
· Cultural appropriation
· Orientalism
· 1) works to mark absolute otherness of Eastern people, thus shoring up integrity/identity of Westerners
· 2) makes the foreign familiar; turning into object of knowledge for west

PostColonialism
· Beginning c. after WWII
· Many countries colonized by Britain, France and other European nations gain independence
· Berlin conference 1884-5:  Europeans created 30 new African states (no African representatives)
· Refers to theory, literature, art etc. produced in aftermath of colonialism
· Concerned with “the persistence of—and resistance to—the legacies of 500 years of colonialsm?
· How have people from colonized societies adapted to, appropriated and transformed the European cultures thrust on them by colonialism? 
· African Thinkers/Writers:
· Franz Fanon
· The Wretched of the Earth (1961)
· Black Skin, White Masks (1952)
· Chinua Achebe
· “Things Fall Apart” (1958)
· Richard Van Camp “Dogrib Midnight Runners” (2009) 
“Canadian multiculturalism is fundamental to our belief that all citizens are equal. Multiculturalism ensures that all citizens can keep their identities, can take pride in their ancestry and have a sense of belonging. Acceptance gives Canadians a feeling of security and self-confidence, making them more open to, and accepting of, diverse cultures. The Canadian experience has shown that multiculturalism encourages racial and ethnic harmony and cross-cultural understanding.”

Generation Screwed 

Who got us here?
· Baby Boomers (Grrr, I’m one!)
· Economic Crash of 2008
· Neoliberalism 
“Canada’s richest 86 people have as much wealth as the poorest 11.4 million” (Toronto Star, April 3, 2014): “Not only do the 86--who make up just 0.0002 per cent of the entire population--control a third of the country’s wealth, says the report from the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, but they have enough money to purchase all of New Brunswick--with billions to spare.” 
2008
· Inflated real estate prices worldwide 
· Purchased with unsecured loans
· Defaults; no more credit; less spending; crash of economy 

How do we get out?
· Occupy movement?
· Other kinds of protest?
· Is it only financial?
· UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
· A move to adaptation

Education
· Government cuts = less faculty and staff, larger class sizes, but generally more administrators!
· Rising cost of tuition and other costs = more student debt
· Finding work after university
· Prospects for “The Good Life” 
· “The university shrugged its shoulders as the ‘hard work equals success’ myth dissolved in front of me. Don’t come to law school if you are poor, was the message. Don’t try to become a lawyer if you are poor…. I was dropping out because I couldn’t afford to continue. Tuition for the year was $15,000 and the government’s cap on student loans for me was $12,000. I was denied a line of credit by five commercial banks because I had a low credit score and no one to co-sign. I had no one to co-sign because my mother made $19,000 last year.” Eric C. Girard 
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