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In my paper I am going to be researching whether there truly is a genuine right to have children in today’s world, and about the Importance of moral and ethical decision making on the behalf of the would be parents, for the greater good of themselves, the future family they would be building, and the community in which they are settled in. Today many questions arise on whether all individuals have an equal right to bear a child. These questions arise from instances of child abuse, and neglect which have been plaguing the world for centuries. 
Laws and rights are written rules that specify what actions are and are not tolerated by    an individual in a society or a family. While the codes of ethics are there in order to encourage the person to portray specific personal and moral standards, or virtues such as fairness, integrity, and honesty.  In some cases this also applies to soon to be parents as well. Since the offspring they are bringing into the world deserves to be well nurtured, cared for, and educated in order to be a well-functioning member in society. Some may argue that not all people deserve or have the right to become parents. That is because of recent and past instances of child neglect and abuse.  A person in ethical terms is known as a moral agent which is a being that is capable of knowing the difference between right and wrong and is capable of making choices. Moral agents can choose to do what is morally right or morally wrong. Whatever choices they make moral agents are responsible and accountable for their actions. “The article cites an example of a 20-year-old mother who “admitted to failing to provide protection and medical care” for her 19-month old daughter, who had suffered abuse at the hands of her father. The judge sentenced the mother to 10 years’ probation, and ordered her not to have children during that time.”[footnoteRef:1] An ethical theory that can be put forward is the justice and fairness approach, since this approach can help explain how parents are to be disciplined if they break any of the laws while raising their children. “Justice means giving each person what he or she deserves or, in more traditional terms, giving each person his or her due”[footnoteRef:2], and “fairness often has been used with regard to an ability to judge without reference to one's feelings or interests; fairness has also been used to refer to the ability to make judgments that are not overly general but that are concrete and specific to a particular case”[footnoteRef:3]. Let’s take a similar example were “a father of nine children who had failed to pay any child support; a judge ordered the man “not to father any more children until he could show the court he was capable of supporting the ones he had.”[footnoteRef:4] Bringing a child into the world requires the parent’s dedication and full support. Since a person cannot just keep bringing more children into the world if he/ she cannot afford to raise the child. Because it would only be fair to the child as a person to be brought up in a caring, educative, and nurturing environment. So that the children grow up to be well functioning members of society. [1:  http://blogs.wsj.com/juggle/2008/09/25/does-everyone-have-the-right-to-have-a-baby/
]  [2:  http://www.scu.edu/ethics/publications/iie/v7n1/thinking.html
]  [3:  http://www.scu.edu/ethics/publications/iie/v7n1/thinking.html
]  [4:  http://blogs.wsj.com/juggle/2008/09/25/does-everyone-have-the-right-to-have-a-baby/
] 

People, who argue for the right to have a child, consider the fact that “Humans have always seemed to have an innate desire to reproduce. Not only do they have the physiological apparatus and natural drive for sexual intimacy, men and women have generally had a natural, God-given desire to bear and nurture children.”[footnoteRef:5] Which means that every person no matter what their financial or parental capacities are, has the right to be a parent? After all who are we to judge the financial, and parental capabilities of other people, who knows what these people may be trying to do in order to better their lives. After all as people we tend to mainly judge our surroundings by what we see and perceive, and this might unfortunately lead to certain biases towards other individuals.  Therefore “the Canadian Medical Association is of the opinion that the right to have children is indeed a socially guaranteed right that finds its basis in the fact of social membership itself.  This entails that as a participating member of society a person has the full right to decide whether he/she is fit to have a child. This is why the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that “men and women of full age, without any limitations to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and found a family.”[footnoteRef:6] This does not deny the fact that the people that commit criminal acts of neglect or abuse towards their children, should and must be brought to justice, all in fairness to the child’s right to a good life.  After all we as humans cannot judge beforehand how certain individuals are going to act while raising their children, so without a doubt all people have the right to have children, but the child they bring forward into this world must be well nurtured. If the parent commits any offences towards the child the parent should be prosecuted, and held accountable for his/her actions.  [5:  http://cbhd.org/content/right-have-child-are-there-ethical-limitations
]  [6:  http://www.econcordia.com/courses/biomedical_ethics/lesson9_sm/060.aspx ] 

To conclude “If there is a right to have children, and if that right is derivable from the fact of social existence and the expectations that normally are legitimated by such existence, then such a right is neither absolute nor unconditioned.  It is conditioned by the competing rights of others.”[footnoteRef:7] This proves that the effort of creating an international Legal right to have children is not possible, since that would mean placing international societal norms which as we know is not possible since normative ethics are non-existent because of the different perspectives and standards found throughout the globe. This in turn leads ethical philosophers to face problems and difficulties while trying to establish universal ethics. After doing this research I can conclude that since no right is absolute we would have to complement both perspectives in an effort to try and place preventative measures which could be something like parental courses where soon to be parents can learn important facts that can eventually help them raise a child who can grow up to be a well-functioning member of society.    [7:  http://www.econcordia.com/courses/biomedical_ethics/lesson9_sm/040.aspx
] 
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