Key Concepts and Ideas
Three Estates
· 1st Estate- Clergy, 10-15% of land, upper clergy had lots of power and tax free land, responsibilities included: Registration of births, deaths and marriages. Collection of the tithe, censorship of books, serving as moral police, operating schools hospitals and giving relief to the poor
· 2nd Estate- Nobility, of the sword and of the robe, exempt from taxes, collected rent, 350 000 people and owned 30% of the land. Ran the country, as well as many industry’s such as banking shipping and manufacturing
· 3rd Estate- Everyone else included Bourgeoisie, artisans, merchants and peasants. Bourgeoisie controlled some money but had no status; owned 30-40% of land, 20% was owned by the peasants, 25 million people including 21 million peasants.   Peasants paid taxes to the church landlords and to the nobility, wages did not increase but rent and taxes soared
Mortmain
· Land held by the church 
· All land was held tax free, major privilege of the first estate
Tithe
· A tax given to the first estate
· It constituted a tenth of one’s income and was one of the major privileges of the clergy
Corvee
· Corvée is unfree labour, often unpaid, that is required of people of lower social standing and imposed on them by the state or by a superior (such as an aristocrat or noble)
· Was a privilege of the second estate and a major grievance of the third estate
Enlightened Despotism
· The ideals and spirit of the Enlightenment even spread to certain absolutist rules and politicians who wanted to make their governments more effective, to strengthen their economies, and to enhance their military power
· Philosophes believed a benevolent absolutist could improve society 
· Fredrick the Great of Prussia, Joseph II of Austria, Catherine the Great of Russia 
· Charles III of Spain, Jose I of Portugal
· The model of enlightened despotism was Frederick the Great of Prussia, who ruled from 1740-1786

The Philosophes
· If the main mission of the Enlightenment was to increase human happiness and progress by the application of reason, the dozens of authors of the Encyclopedie – known as the philosophes – saw it as their duty to carry out their mission
· The philosophes used reason or intellect to fight against dogma, superstition, injustice, prejudice, and oppression
· The Philosophes were thinkers who believed in the general values of the enlightenment and sought to carry them out
Denis Diderot	
· Proclaimed in the encyclopedia that it was desirable to show all the advances in human knowledge
· Believed knowledge was needed to undo evil
· Believed that the true philosophy was dispassionate in the search for truth but motivated by a desire to improve humanity
· Believed that reason is to a philosopher what grace is to a Christian 
Voltaire
· Most famous philosophe
· Most eloquent and prolific writer of his age
· Took a critical and witty stance on a variety of issues
· Contrasted France and England, praised English liberty
· Challenged Catholic church, this was resented by the French – they burned his books
· He moved to Switzerland 
· Major work was the age of Louis XIV, Proclaimed it one of the four great ages of humankind
· He attacked existing institutions (often organized around the church, which he viewed as corruptive and tolerant), but he feared giving too much power to the unenlightened masses
Isaac Newton
· Major contributor to the scientific revolution a generation before the enlightenment
· Enlightenment philosophers chose Galileo, Boyle, and Newton as the guides and guarantors of their applications of the singular concept of Nature and Natural Law to every physical and social field of the day. 
· It was Newton's conception of the Universe based upon Natural and rationally understandable laws that became one of the seeds for Enlightenment ideology. Locke and Voltaire applied concepts of Natural Law to political systems advocating intrinsic rights
· 
The Encyclopedia
· The text that best exemplifies and embodies this outlook is the French Encyclopedie, ou dictionnaire raisonne des sciences, des arts et des métiers, published in Paris between 1751 and 1772 in 28 volumes. Further supplemental volumes were published up to the French Revolution in 1789.
· “The aim of an Encyclopedia is to bring together the knowledge scattered over the surface of the earth, to present its overall structure to our contemporaries and to hand it on to those who will come after us, so that our children, by becoming more knowledgeable, will become more virtuous and happier; and so that we shall not die without earning the gratitude of the human race.” –Denis Diderot, 1755

The Scientific Method
· Enlightenment thinkers placed particular emphasis on empirical knowledge and what they described as the scientific method: that is, knowledge verifiable by reference to experiment, experience or first-hand information
· This method, established during the Scientific Revolution, was applied by Enlightenment thinkers to remedy social issues, problems, and concerns
• It may be argued that the philosophes, and the Enlightenment men and women generally, were children of the Renaissance
• For them, an interest in botany or chemistry might sit happily alongside intellectual enquiry into politics, art, literature, and economics
• Medicine in particular benefitted from this new mindset, as many advances were made during this era – not least of which was inoculation against smallpox
A.R.J Turgot
· Believed that the moderns were in advance of the ancients
· Believed that nature is governed by recurring laws that form a cyclical pattern, allowing things to remain the same
· Attacked war and self interest
· Claimed that over time, manners are softened and the human mind becomes more enlightened
· He believed people were progressing because of the new genius gained in the enlightenment




Adam Smith
· Wrote the most influential economic work in which to encourage free trade and competition
· Believed the economy should be self-regulated based on supply and demand
· Believed a division of labour would result in greater efficiency and free trade would force industries and states to operate only where they could compete
· A moral philosopher and believed in natural liberty
· Believed that the states job was to protect society, administer war, and administer justice
Jean-Jacques Rousseau
· Was an even more popular writer than Voltaire
· Had a very distinctive view of the world
· Wrote the Social Contract
· Believed that man was born free, but society has put him in chains
· Believed people entered a social contract among themselves where they gave up liberty for security
· Believed individuals needed civil society
· Believed that community was more than the sum of individuals and had its own identity
· Believed that liberty was doing ones duty, rather than fulfilling individual desires
· Believed in direct democracy and attacked private property
· Also brought in sentiments towards feelings instead of just towards reason – new idea in enlightenment
· His views became the basis for the romantic movement of the next generation

Pierre Bayle
· Wrote historical and critical dictionaries
· Applied the methods of rationalism and empirical science to historical material
· Nothing was accepted as real or true unless it was substantiated by evidence
· Made no distinction between sacred and secular
· Saw himself as making a breakthrough towards a new kind of history – with a skeptical attitude towards authority and religion

Charles de Montesquieu
· He is famous for his articulation of the theory of separation of powers,
· Wrote the spirit of the laws where he advocated against tyranny and outlined how to keep government in check by separating powers
Marquis de Condorcet
· French philosopher, mathematician and political scientist
· Unlike many of his contemporaries, he advocated a liberal economy, free and equal public education, constitutionalism, and equal rights for women and people of all races.
· His ideas and writings were said to embody the ideals of the Age of Enlightenment and rationalism, and remain influential to this day. 
The Salon
· Despite the fact that all philosophes were men, the Enlightenment provided opportunities for women to play an important role
· They organized salons – a gathering of thinkers, artists and writers – designed to provide vehicle for debate and discussion
The Salonnierres
· Women who hosted Salons
· These salonnierres admitted participants based on their accomplishments, not social status 
· Her role as hostess was to direct conversation and to control the male participants
· The Enlightenment thus produced a shift in gender roles: ‘female’ sensibility now balanced ‘masculine’ reason
Marie-Therese Geoffrin
· The most important of these salonnierres was Marie-Therese Geoffrin
· Ran two different salons – one on Mondays for artists and another on Wednesdays for the men of letters
Neoclassicism
· The dominant culture was rooted in the classics; art was consciously imitative and neoclassical. Europe in the 18th century tended to reject the middle ages as ‘barbarous’
· In the visual arts, neoclassicism predated the Enlightenment. The style of artists like Nicolas Poussin – encouraged by the Sun King himself, Louis XIV – drew upon classical mythology and biblical tales for inspiration. 
· Geometrical harmony, symmetry, clarity and order distinguished Poussin’s work: ‘My nature forces me toward the orderly’, he once remarked
· Neoclassicism made a comeback in 1760 after the rococo fad
Rococo
· A modification of style occurred after Louis XIV died in 1715. This new style was called Rococo, and it was popular till about 1760
· Rococo stressed movement, fragility, delicacy, and asymmetry. This contrasted with the stability, order, weightiness and symmetry of neoclassical pieces
· It appealed to the senses rather than the mind
Mozart & Franz Joseph Haydn
· Musically, composers also sought to incorporate the values of Classicism in their works: order, harmony, stability and symmetry. This is born the term “classical music”
· Neoclassicism evolved into music with these two composers developing concertos 
Fredrick the Great
· Allowed reforms in Prussia but did not change societal structure
· Frederick used the war of Austrian succession to expand Prussia
· Was a poet, composer and philosopher
· He was a dedicated worker and helped propel Prussia into having more power while instituting enlightened reforms. 
· He created a single law code, centralized power, uniform law code, religious tolerance

Joseph the 2nd
· Holy Roman Emperor an ruler of the Hapsburg Dominions
· Secularize the state and reduced church power
· Failed foreign policy and expansion
· Edict of tolerance-religious freedom
· Abolished serfdom and went against feudal lords and societal ways
War of Austrian Succession
· Frederick used it to expand Prussia
· France, Spain and Great Britain all lost huge portions of land
· Poland was partitioned between Austria, Russia and Prussia
Catherine the Great
· Catherine disposed of her husband and took the Russian throne and started to enlighten and westernize Russia
· She reversed her reform of serfdom and gave nobles absolute control over serfs after Pugachev uprising
· Partitioned Poland with the help of Austria and Prussia
The Seven years’ war
· The most important war of the 18th century and essentially the first world war
· It affected almost every European power as well as all of their colonies
· It took place in Europe, North America, Central America, India and Africa
· The War effected the American Colonies as taxes were increased to pay for the war and a proclamation line was drawn forbidding westward expansion
· Great Britain, Prussia and Portugal were on one side
· France, Austria, Russia, Spain on the other side
· Results: Treaty of Paris 1763, Great Britain gets Bengal, Canada and Florida, France gives Louisiana to Spain
· Maria Theresa tried to regain Silesia from Prussia but failed 
· England won due to its navy and colonies
· The victory caused problems with England incorporating French colonists into its empire
The Pugachev Rebellion
· After Catherine seized the throne, Pugachev led a rebellion against her
· The rebellion was put down but it forced Catherine to reassess and reverse her reforms
Louis XV
· Louis XV was 5 when he took the throne so Louis the Bourbon was the regent
· Nobility gained a lot of power, won victories on taxes, the king could now not make taxes without nobles consent 
· Louis XV tried to reverse this and restore absolutism 
· He disbanded the parlement of Paris which Louis XVI reinstated and the country drifted towards a crises
Louis XVI
· Weak monarch who wanted to please everyone
· Since he tried to please everyone he had no real leadership quality
· This weak monarchy contributed to the French revolution
· He poorly handled the meeting of the estates general and the national assembly
· When he tried to run away from France the revolutionaries declared France a republic and had him executed
Pilgrims
· Puritans, who wanted to purify the church, settled in Massachusetts because of religious persecution
· The most radical puritans were the Pilgrims; they saw themselves like wanderers in exile and Gods chosen people.
· They believed if people were not living sin free the community would suffer, believed god knew who would receive salvation
The Mayflower
· The Pilgrims first crossed the Atlantic on the mayflower and founded a colony in 1620 at Plymouth 
· Aboard the ship they signed the mayflower compact which was the first written form of government in America
New Jerusalem
· The pilgrims wanted to create gods kingdom on earth
· Colonisation was attractive to people with a strong work ethic determined to develop the new world
13 Colonies
· The original 13 colonies that declared independence and became the first 13 states
· They were Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, Rhode island, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, New jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia 
King George III	
· Known as the mad king
· Had no consideration for the colonies and was considered a tyrant by Americans
Peace of Paris 1763
· Formally Ended the seven years’ war for Great Britain France Spain and Portugal
· Great Britain got Canada and large chunk of north America as well as Florida from Spain
· Spain got Louisiana territory from France 
Proclamation act 1763
· The Proclamation act was passed by King George III after Great Britain victory in Seven Years War
· It forbade settlers from settling past the Appalachians and general westward expansion
· Colonists were not pleased as they fought the Seven Years War in order to expand
Mercantilism
· An economic policy pertaining to colonies
· It focuses on colonies being markets for manufactured goods and a source of raw materials
· Colonies would be exploited by the mother country and not allowed to produce manufactured goods or trade between each other
Sugar act of 1764
· A tax on sugar from the west indies
Declaratory Act 1766
· A law declaring that England had the right to make laws for the colonies
Townshend act of 1767
· A tax on paper, paint, lead, glass and tea
· All essentials for the colonists
Tea act of 1773
· Britain thought it was doing colonists a favor by reducing the price of East India company tea
· Colonists believed it gave the company a monopoly and threatened free trade
· They did not want to be forced to use British goods
Boston Tea Party
· Protestors dressed up as natives and blockaded the harbour so ships couldn’t get in our out
· They then dumped a 10 000 pounds worth of tea into the harbour 
· This was to protest the 4 aforementioned acts specifically the tea act and the tea tax within the Townshend act
· It was organized by the wealthiest man in Boston, John Hancock 
Intolerable Acts of 1774
· GB responded harshly with the intolerable acts to punish Massachusetts
· 4 laws were passed that closed Boston harbour, stripped power from legislatures, increased Quebec boundary to Ohio river and forced colonists to feed and billet soldiers
1st continental congress
· All but one colony attended 
· They passed a resolution saying Britain had no right to make laws for colonies
· It called for a boycott of British goods and when the west indies followed suit British imports were down 97%
2nd continental congress
· In April 1775 the British marched on concord and war broke out before the congress met
· The congress had to manage the war and guide colonists to independence 
· July 4th 1776 colonists approve the declaration of independence
· Major influence from Rousseau and Locke
· It was written by T.J, famous second sentence “we hold these truths to be self-evident…”
British East India Company
· The tea act gave them a monopoly on tea
· This angered the colonies as they thought it threatened free trade and limited their freedom to choose other tea products
Thomas Jefferson
· Wrote the declaration of independence was a believer in republican values
· Was the third president and first democratic-republican president 
· Was a slave owner 
John Hancock
· Was the wealthiest man in Boston
· Organized the Boston tea party
· Was the first person to sign the declaration of independence 
Declaration of Independence  
· Was the declaration that the colonies were separate from Britain 
· GB rejected it and fought for 7 years to keep the colonies
Peace of Paris 1783	
· Britain recognized American independence
· France got Tobago
· Spain got Florida
· Huge defeat for Great Britain 
· France went broke after helping America and led to criticism of the ancien regime 
Thomas Paine
· Wrote common sense, perfectly expressed the feelings of the commoners
· It was absurd for an island to rule a continent.
· America was not a "British nation"; but was composed of influences and peoples from all of Europe.
· Even if Britain were the "mother country" of America, that made her actions all the more horrendous, for no mother would harm her children so brutally.
· Being a part of Britain would drag America into unnecessary wars and restrict commerce
· Britain ruled the colonies for her own benefit, and did not consider the best interests of the colonists in governing them.

Common sense – Thomas Paine
· The most widespread publication in the colonies at the time, everyone was reading it
· Explained in detail why America should become independent 
· Argued for democracy, religious freedom, commercial freedom etc.
· Used rhetoric and linguistic skills in a work of propaganda 
Ancien Regime
· Means ancient regime in French
· Was the social and political system before the revolution
· It was formed by the three estates and was famous for its inequality and lack of liberty
Marie Antoinette
· An Austrian born princess who was the last queen of France
· She was hated by the masses for being too extravagant while not producing an heir
· She was rumoured to have said let them eat cake
· While women of Paris were starving a rumour went around that Marie was hoarding bread so an angry mob stormed Versailles and tried to kill her
· She was beheaded a few months after Louis XVI
The Bastille
· A symbol of the Ancien regime
· It was an old prison where kings and ministers had imprisoned people at will
· Brick by brick an angry mob tore it apart on July 14th 1789
Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen
· Was part of the first French constitution after the revolution
· 1. All men were born free with equal rights
· 2. All citizens have the right to partake in electing representatives
· 3. Every person shall be free to speak, write or print his opinions provided he does not abuse this privilege
· This document was regarded as a charter of democracy 
Jacobins:
· A palace where politicians met to discuss, argue and interact with one another around the topic of politics
· The most prominent political clubs of the French Revolution 
· Jacobin Clubs sprung up throughout Paris and the provinces in August of 1789
· By 1791, there were 900 Jacobin clubs in France associated with the main club in Paris.
· "Members were usually the elite of their local societies, but they also included artisans and tradesmen” - Spielvogel,
· Jacobin clubs served as debating societies where politically minded Frenchmen aired their views and discussed current political issues
·  Many members of Jacobin clubs were also deputies and used the meetings to organize forces and plan tactics
· The most notorious deputy connected with the Jacobin club is Robespierre.
· Marat was also aligned with the Jacobin club, and this association caused his death
· Charlotte Corday, his murderer, targeted Marat because she thought that he represented the worst of the Jacobin movement (Dowd, 115).
· The club supported and participated in some of the most shocking events of The Revolution
·  Members of Jacobin clubs were among the mob invaded the Tuileries on August, 10, 1792. 
· They also supported the execution of Louis XVI. 
· During the Terror, local Jacobin clubs turned the provinces into nightmares of fear and destruction as members took it upon themselves to be agents of the Terror, and sent thousands to the guillotine (Dowd, 129). 
· The clubs were also strictly anticlerical, and during the Terror some clubs wages a crusade against the church, imprisoning priests and looting churches (129).
Jean- Paul Marat
· French politician, physician, and journalist, a leader of the radical Montagnard faction during the French Revolution. 
· He was assassinated in his bath by Charlotte Corday, a young Girondin conservative.
Jeanne Roland 
· Directed her husband’s political career during the French Revolution 
· Influenced the policies of the moderate Girondin faction of bourgeois revolutionaries.
· Guillotined 
Girondin 
· Were the representatives of the big bourgeoisie in the Convention of 1792-94, the Parliament set up to replace the monarchy. 
· The Girondists were “the party of order,” indecisive between democratic measures and compromise with the Royalists.
Montagne 
· representing the most consistent democrats based among the petit-bourgeoisie and the poor. 
· Georges-Jacques Danton leader
Maximillien Robespierre
· To guide the revolution through crisis the committee of public safety was created from the radical Jacobin club
· One of the three members was Robespierre and his charisma helped make the committee rule France
· He maintained his position through terror and the guillotine
· After the wars were won people were tired of the terror and sent him to the guillotine 
· Defended right to democratic gov’t but in practice supported drastic measures that restricted civilian liberties
Reign of Terror
· The rule of the committee was known as the reign of terror due to there bloody suppression of people who didn’t agree with them
· Thousands were executed and a new calendar was created
· A moderate government succeeded the committee 
Civil Constitution of the Clergy 
· To reduce the number of bishops from 135 to 83
· To have each district under the pastoral care of a bishop correspond to a département (the basic territorial administrative unit established by the Assembly)
· To have enfranchised citizens elect bishops and parish priests
· To have the state pay the clergy’s wages
· Impounded church property
· Associated legislation required a loyalty oath of clergy willing to submit to its provisions
· Offended the French king and contributed to his decision to attempt to flee France.
· Secularism 
Napoleonic Civil Code (1804)
· Forbade privileges based on birth, allowed freedom of religion, and specified that government jobs go to the most qualified
· Highlighted principles of Enlightenment and Revolution
· Insistence on male domination
Haitian Revolution
· In the late 18th century Saint Domingue had a population of 30 000 whites, 28 000 free blacks and 465 000 slaves
· There was a big population of free blacks who owned a third of coffee plantations and a quarter of all slaves
· Free blacks launched a revolt when the government refused to give them citizenship
· Slaves were getting restless and revolted as well with the help of Spaniards and royalists
· France ended slavery and kept the colony but in 1804 when Napoleon tried to reinstate slavery they revolted again and gained independence.
· Toussaint L’Ouverture was the leader of the revolution, in 1793 he was leader of the slave armies
· Within two years he made himself governor, he invaded Hispaniola and abolished slavery there 
· In 1802 Napoleon was furious and invaded, Toussaint surrendered with the expectation of the French not reinstating slavery and that he wouldn’t be a prisoner
· The French reinstated slavery and imprisoned him anyway
Caribbean Slave Revolts
· The French revolution and its ideals inspired slave revolts
· Changes in culture from purely African to African-Caribbean also fueled a desire for freedom and a new life
· Haiti was the only successful revolt and was based on the ideas of the French 

	Questions to Consider	
What advances were made in medicine during the enlightenment?
For the philosophes, an interest in botany or chemistry might sit happily alongside intellectual enquiry into politics, art, literature, and economics. Medicine in particular benefitted from this new mindset, as many advances were made during this era – not least of which was inoculation against smallpox
What Values and Ideals are prevalent throughout the enlightenment?
1. Human Autonomy:
 Humans develop through the use of reason
 Church dogma was rejected
 The relationship between the people and the state changed: if people are free to use reason and to think what they want, how much power should the stat have over people’s lives?
2. The Importance of Reason:
 Freedom means being able to think rationally for yourself
 Reason will lead us to truth
 Through reason, we can solve all the mysteries of the universe and develop solutions to social problems
3. Enlightenment is Universal:
 All humans possess the ability to be enlightened
 Humans are therefore equal by nature, part of a ‘universal community’ and sharing a universal nature
4. Progress
 Humanity is progressing from immaturity, superstition, and slavery to maturity, reason, and freedom
 Human history is therefore the story of progress

5. Secularism
 Religion and politics should be separated
 States should not have official religions
 People should be free to worship as they choose as a private matter
6. Economics is Central to Politics
 A people’s well-being depends on the social organization of production and distribution
 Free and open economies, guided by an ‘invisible hand’, produce the right amount and variety of goods
7. The Ideal of Popular Government
 People are capable of ruling themselves
 The aristocracy is not the only class worthy of ruling over people; the middle class also has a role to play
 Support for popular government would eventually give rise to support for democracy
What kind of influence did the enlightenment have on European politics in the 18th century?
The ideals and spirit of the Enlightenment even spread to certain absolutist rules and politicians who wanted to make their governments more effective, to strengthen their economies, and to enhance their military power. Philosophes believed a benevolent absolutist could improve society. Fredrick the Great of Prussia, Joseph II of Austria, Catherine the Great of Russia were all enlightened despots with various successes and failures. Fredrick the great was famous for being a poet, composer and philosopher. He created a single law code, centralized power, created a uniform law code, instituted religious tolerance as well as other reforms. Joseph the 2nd was less successful; he is famous for secularizing the state, religious freedom and abolishing serfdom. Catherine the great is famous for westernizing Russia and using the ideals of the enlightenment to make Russia a European power. 
Identify some Major differences between the North and South of the United States?
Northern Colonies were primarily settled in the name of religious freedom.  The southern colonies were settled in order to make money off of cash crops. Southern colonists were more relaxed about religious rules and freedoms and were economically motivated. Northern colonies had major fishing industries and had several cities and urban area, the southern colonies were entirely dependent on farming this made it much more practical to own slaves in the south and they did not feel as strongly about the rights of men as the northerners did. 
What were the effects of the Seven Years War? Within Europe? Within the colonies?
The Seven Years War was arguably the most important war of the 18th century with all the major European powers fighting across Europe, Africa, India and the Americas. England won due to its navy and its colonies in America. The War affected the American Colonies as taxes were increased to pay for the war and a proclamation line was drawn forbidding westward expansion. The victory also caused problems as the British had trouble incorporating French colonists in Quebec into their empire a problem that still persists today. Great Britain and Prussia were on one side with the help of Portugal. France Austria and Russia were on the other side with the help of Spain. Maria Theresa of Austria had tried to regain Silesia from Prussia but Fredrick the great defended it. The war resulted in the Treaty of Paris 1763, Great Britain got Bengal, Canada from France and Florida from Spain, France gave up Louisiana to Spain resulting in the loss of all French possessions on the continent. Prewar boundaries reinstated in Europe.
What is meant by ‘taxation without representation’?
The colonists had no say in British parliament and were not heard in the British democracy. England continued to make laws without their consent and did not give the legislatures enough power. However parliament kept passing new taxes for the colonists and they were being gauged compared to the British citizens. The colonists felt it was unfair to be so heavily taxed without any say in the matter and this was the primary grievance that led to the American Revolution.
Highlight the Major differences and Similarities between the French and American Revolutions.
Primarily American Causes
· Trade restrictions and stricter enforcement of existing laws threatened the free trade in the colonies. The east India Company had a huge monopoly and the colonists were forced to use their products through British policies. 
· Taxation without representation, unfair taxes with no say in parliament.
· There was no benefit to being a Colony; this was best exemplified by the arguments of Thomas Paine in common sense.
Primarily French causes
· Weakness of Louis XVI as an indecisive monarch who could not fix Frances difficulties helped turn many people against the monarchy. 
· The estates system within the ancient regime and the inequalities people had to face. The bourgeois felt blocked by the aristocracy while the common people felt exploited.
· Unfair taxes with the clergy and nobility paying next to nothing despite having the most money.
· Philosophical conflict within he ruling class led to divisions and an ineptitude of problem solving. This furthered the issues of debt, taxation and spending as the system prevented dealing with the problem.
Similarities- 
· the writings of Rousseau and other philosophes inspired freedom in both America and France.
· Economic exploitation of the colonists by England was similar to the exploitation of the third estate
· The people of France were oppressed by their government and not represented properly, similar to the situation of the colonies.
How did the Revolutions in America and France influence developments in other countries that had hoped to follow suit?
The declaration of rights of man and citizen which stated that all men were free and equal had a huge impact on Haiti as the free blacks wanted full equality and the slaves wanted freedom. The developments of the revolution also created unrest in Haiti and wealthy whites saw it as an opportunity for independence and full control of the island. White Haitian royalists wanted to distance themselves from the French revolution and sided themselves with the free black revolutionaries.



