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Lecture 2:

· What is Criminology?
· Interdisciplinary w/ origins in 
· Applied medico-legal science,
· Psychiatry, 
· Scientifically oriented psychology, 
· Nineteenth-century social reform movements.

Defining CRIMINOLOGY

· The study of crime (its causes, or etiology; different types of crime; its relationship to deviance). 
· The study of those who commit crime.
The study of the response to crime


· ORIGINS 
· Cesare Lombroso: Said that criminals had physical characteristics that distinguished them (shape of head, cheekbones) – born criminals

· 1879 Paul Topinard
· French Anthropologist
· Used the term “criminologie”

· 1885 Raffaele Garofalo
· Italian law professor
· Student of Lombrosso
· Coined term “criminologia”
· Both used the term in reference to the study of punishment and the treatment of criminals
· Started the Classical School of Criminological thought

· Criminology (Academic)
more theoretically informed and empirical study of the meaning of crime and its causes
· Criminal Justice (Administrative)
more focused on the study of the administrative responses to the study of crime


What is crime? 
· The meaning of crime is not given, or inherent, but rather achieved
· Acts are not intrinsically criminal, they are understood as criminal when we apply the term “crime” to certain acts
· Ex: Killing during wartime vs. killing during peace time (only one is understood as a crime)
· 
LEGAL DEFINITION: 
  Most commonly used definition is that crime is an infraction of the criminal law:
· Within the criminal law, a crime is conduct (or an act of omission) which, when it results in certain consequences, may lead to prosecution and punishment in a criminal court. 
· This is referred to as legal formalism

SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIONIST DEFINITION: 
· Crime is conduct that violates cultural norms (expected standards of conduct)
· ‘crime’ is a label applied, under particular circumstances and power relations, to certain acts (or omissions), suggesting that crime is something that is the product of culturally bounded social interaction. 
· Social constructionism- the idea that crime, like other social phenomena is the outcome or product of interaction and negotiation between people living in complex social groups.

CONSENSUS VIEW: 
· Posits that in general, people agree about which behaviours should  be viewed as crimes and be prohibited by criminal law
· Assumes that the definition of crime is a function of society’s beliefs and moral views, and that it is applied uniformly to all members of society

CONFLICT VIEW: 
· Society is made up of diverse groups who are in a constant state of conflict
· Criminal law is created to protect the haves and suppress the have-nots
· Definition of crime is controlled by those in positions of power
· All laws have political undertones

INTERACTIONIST VIEW: 
· Assumes that people determine an action’s meaning by evaluating others’ reactions to it, and re-evaluate their behaviour accordingly
· Definition of crime reflects the preferences of those people who impose their definitions of right and wrong on the rest of society
· Crimes are prohibited by law because society has defined them that way, not because they are inherently morally bad
· Rational understanding “meaning making” 

Moral entrepreneurs – powerful groups or people who attempt to control society and law to promote their personal values


Canadian Criminal Law 

· Crime is understood as more serious vs less serious
·  Major offences in Canada are indictable offences
· Minor offences in Canada are summary offences
Hybrid offences- can be treated as either indictable or summary depending on how they’re committed.

HISTORY – of Criminalization 
· Canada’s first Criminal Code in 1892 (based on the English Draft Code of 1879)
· Discriminated Indigenous ppl
· Indian Act -1876
· Not able to defend indigenous ppl
· Increased criminalization of them 
· Residential schools 
· History of criminalization one of unequal power relations and colonialism

Crime and Deviance 

Deviance: 
· Deviant behaviour is that which differs from the norm but which is not classified as criminal
· Not all deviant acts are criminal
· And, not all criminal acts are deviant
· Deviance is much more inclusive
· Crime depends on a political process that permits the use of police, courts and prisons
· All societies develop normative systems that include:
Prescriptions: formal rules laid down by society
Expectations: what we anticipate people will do 
· Norms therefore include both the formal and informal rules and expectations of society

· Setting/ Context: 
Where an act takes place will also shape whether or not it’s understood as criminal or merely deviant

· Sanctions: 
· When norms are violated we sanction, or punish people
· Sanctions are not always legal in nature
· Sanctions are not applied every time a rule is broken
· Some who clearly violate prescriptions are not sanctioned at all  
· Sanctions vary in intensity depending on the offender 

HETEROGENITY OF CRIME: 
· Such a wide variety of behaviours are criminalized that it is impossible to find an intrinsic and shared characteristic
· The only things that the wide range of crimes share is the feeling or belief that they should be avoided

Crime/ Politics:
· A bipartisan consensus on issues to do with policing, crime and punishment used to exist - This means that once there was little difference in the general approach to law and order by the major political parties (Liberals and Conservatives).
End of the bipartisan consensus
· Penal populism. The 1979 general election was the first in modern times in which ‘law and order’ was a central plank. It was also the last in which a government pinned faith in the apparently simple equation that spending more on criminal justice would help reduce crime. 
· Thoughts that turned against criminal justice 

Criminalization and Punishment:

· Criminalization brings with it punishment, but like crime punishment varies based on the seriousness of an offence
· We can’t define a crime by the penalty we  assign it.
Punishment is as variable as crime and as subject to political, historical, cultural and economic influences as definitions of crime are
· Punishment varies but not because there’s something intrinsically different about different types of crimes 
· Punishment varies because of how we understand the nature of
The criminalized behaviour and the actors involved in a crime…
Victims
Officers of law
Offenders

Harm Principal: 
· Individual liberty is justifiably limited to prevent one from causing harm to others
Paternalism Principal: 
· “Daddy knows best”
· Justifiably limited to prevent one from causing harm to self 
· 	Offender and victim cannot be distinguished
· 	Consent to potential harm

Legal Moralism:
· Individual liberty is justifiably limited if the person acts immorally
· Promote development of a ‘better person’
· Offender and victim cannot be distinguished

Offence Principal:
· Individual liberty is justifiably limited to prevent offense to others
· Offensive = ?
· Focus on consent

LECTURE 3 – Crime and Punishment 

JOSH’S PART
LECTURE 4 – Counting Crime

· Two key methods for measuring and tracking trends in crime:

· Unified Crime Reports (UCR)- Data collected by law enforcement agencies regarding crimes reported by the public or which come to the attention of the authorities (police reported data) (‘official statistics’)
Collected by police, reported and substantiated by them 
Since 1962 Police report crime data annually through the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Survey
Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (CCJS)-unit within Statistics Canada responsible for national data on crime, courts and corrections
· Measures the rate of crime expressed as a rate per 100,000 population
 Standardized survey that police forces fill out - reported to and substantiated by police services 
Analyzes and released annual reports 
Giving national data on crime, courts and corrections 

2 TYPES of UCR REPORTS:
· Aggregate: 
# Of reported and actual offences
Gives a rate of crime  
Being able to compare 
Crime rate stat calculation – Homicide rate is 2, total number of crime, divided by total population and multiply by 100,000
- Doesn’t tell differenced between severity, no weighting of offences 
Doesn’t give an accurate telling of how dangerous society is 
Thefts under 5000, mischief make up about 40% of crime in Canada 
This has an impact on how much crime we actually think there is 

· Incident Based: 
More detail on specifics of criminal incidents that occur 
Characteristics of criminals/victims, relationship 
· Distribution of Reported Crime: Property crime (61%), Violent crime (21%), Other (18%)

Critiques of UCR’s – 
· Cannot tell us much about the overall crime rate 
· Covers limited range of crimes (doesn’t include white-collar & other more serious)
· Not compulsory – doesn’t cover whole country 
· Variation between police departments on how they collect and record particular crime

· ‘General Social Survey’ (GSS) on Victimization- Surveying a sample of the population over a specific time span (self-reported data) re: eight crime types 
In place to fill the gaps & assess crimes that go unreported
Self reported data, sampling of populations
Targets certain crimes 
Main objective is to collect data on the experiences of Canadians with criminal victimization. 
Conducted every five years 
Collects information on eight crime types over the previous 12 months in 3 categories: 

1. Violent Victimization
Sexual Assault
Robbery
Physical Assault
2. Theft of Personal Property
3. Household Victimization
Break and Enter
Motor vehicle/parts theft
Theft of household property
Vandalism

CRIME SEVERITY INDEX (CSI)
· A new tool for measuring police-reported crime in Canada introduced by Canadian Gov. 2009
· Tracks changes in the severity of crime, not just volume.
· Designed to measure change in the overall seriousness of crime from one year to the next, as well as relative differences in the seriousness of crime across the country
· Wanting to give us a better picture of the reality/severity of crimes
· Is the police reported crime in one city more or less serious than another 
· Gives more statistical weight to more severe crimes 
· Higher proportion of less serious crime in the territories 
· Further west = more severe 

Statistics:

· Dark Figure’ of crime
·  Unknown collection of crimes (we assume happen, but no one reports) 
· A term used by criminologists and sociologists to describe the amount of crime which is unreported or unknown. This form of crime does not appear in criminal statistics. Criminologists have used a method known as a victimization survey to try to decrease the amount of undiscovered crime.

Attrition process (or ‘Crime funnel’)
· Process by which only a proportion of crimes committed eventually find their way into the criminal justice process and into the criminal courts.
Reasons: Non-reporting, non-recording, failure to identify a suspect and insufficient evidence, people may not have noticed the crime was committed; there may be no victim (mutual consent: drug transaction/prostitution) 

Dave Chapelle – ‘Man Rape’
· Stigma effects people coming forward 
· Variables that prevent us from truly knowing crime 
· Being a man who was sexually assaulted (they will not come forward) 
· Fear that its going to bring their sexuality into question, that they will look weak, fear of “gay” stigma 
· “8 men have come forward…. That must mean that it happened about 1000 times”
· Crime stats are going to base on what is and has been a crime 

REASONS FOR NOT REPORTINMG CRIME:
· Victim considers it too trivial
· Victim feels police won’t be able to do anything
· Victim feels police will not be willing to do anything about it. Believe that:
	-Police won’t be interested
	-Police won’t believe them
	-Police too busy 
· Too embarrassed, or revealing compromises them in some way
· Victim too scared to report
· Victim would rather deal with it another way  
· Also depends on the services that are available for victims
· Quebec has higher levels of people who report it because of better compensation and resources 
· Not trusting of the police, or think that they would be bias in some way (race)
· 2009 Victimization survey states that the 2 main reasons were that the crime was “not important enough” or that it was assumes “police wouldn’t do anything about it 
· Some crimes are reported more than others – when you know that you will be compensated or it is worth claiming 
· When social attitudes change, reporting/charging practices change 

Recording Crime: 
· Not all crimes reported get recorded (Police use discretion – warnings) 
· As society changes sometimes police have no tolerance policies     

Self Report Studies
· Supposed to get a better picture of “Dark figure of crime”
· Ask individuals about their personal experiences with committing crimes over the past 12 months
· Like victim surveys they address a gap left by official statistics
· No official state sponsored studies

Operational definition: Deciding what should and shouldn’t be included in definitions central to survey

Statistical Governance: When a particular statistical indicator is used as evidence of institutional success
· Ex: police success judged on the basis of their ability to reduce crime rate
· May result in manipulation and misrepresentation of statistical indicators

LECTURE 5: Crime and Media


Crime in the Media: 
· Crime accounts for up to 70% of news coverage
· Crime dramas account for a significant portion of prime-time television
· Violent crime is overrepresented
· Risk of victimization is overestimated – in particular for those who are white, female, and high social status
· Individualistic model

MEDIA EFFECTS:

Fear of Crime in Media: The effect of crime reporting by the media is almost inevitably to increase fear 
· Media presents simplified narratives
· Public receives distorted impressed of the reality
· Certain groups are demonized (middle aged men)
· Emphasis on violent and unusual crimes 
· Law-abiding citizens portrayed as potential victims (young women, old people)
· Focus is on ratings, entertainment
· Heavy users of TV (more than 4 hours a day) closely associated with the development of higher levels of fear of crime
· Voyeurism, reactions, and “quick fixes” are therefore preferred to careful consideration, generating thorough understanding, and envisioning social change

Police and Media: 
· Symbiotic relationship
Police use media to disseminate information
Media uses police to file stories, fill airtime
· Representation of policing
Many news sources are uncritical in order to maintain working relationships with police (and to maintain access to information)
Many contemporary fictional representations show police as morally complex; range from altruistic to corrupt

News values and Newsworthiness: ** (Explain some) 
· Threshold - the bigger impact the story has, the more people it affects, the more extreme the effect or the more money or resources it involves, the better its chances of hitting the news stands.
· Predictability – If a story is unpredictable it is more interesting - If an event is out of the ordinary it will be more likely to make it into the news than an everyday occurrence would. 
· Simplification – elimination of “shades of grey”  stories that are easily understood are preferred over those that are multidimensional 
· Individualism - 
· Risk – Risk oriented themes 
· Sex – Sex sells, exploitation or not – it is fact and people are sexually inclined beings meaning that sex and sexual representation is of great value to the media (revealing the forbidden)
· Celebrity or high-status person – Celebs, politicians, and VIP in highly ranked positions are considered prominent, people tend to live vicariously through them and be obsessed with the development of their livfes making it more worthy of news coverage  
· Proximity – spatial proximity and the relevance to ones geographical area /cultural proximity and the relevance of the story to a particular audience 
· Violence or conflict – Conflict in its many forms (emotional/physical) has long held the interest of society, it’s said to be human nature 
· Visual spectacle and graphic imagery - 
· Children – the attachment of children to a story makes people more inclined to pay attention 
· Conservative ideology and political diversion – 

Criminological Effects of the Media: 
· Desensitizing the viewer
· Glamourizing offending
· Undermining credibility of the criminal justice system
· Imitation or increased knowledge of techniques
· The copycat effect:  the potential for media coverage to lead to copycat crimes

The Hypodermic Model:
· Media messages are passed directly from the medium to the viewer/consumer 
· “Injection” analogy
· Viewers are injected with the appropriate views, morals, and messages constructed by the mass media
· Based on behavioural sciences

Cultivation Theory
· Focuses on the long-term effects of television viewing
· Assumes that:
· Television is a unique form of mass media
· Television has an impact on the way in which we perceive and relate to others
· The overall effects of television are limited
· Fear of victimization/crime and exposure to television are positively correlated
· Heavier viewing leads to an overestimation of the number of individuals involved with law enforcement
· Heavier viewing leads to a general mistrust of people

Reception Theory:
· Production 
· Encoding
· Circulation
· Use (distribution or consumption)
· Decoding/interpretation
· Reproduction
Three potential positions following reception 
· Takes into account differences in interpretation
· Person creating media a set of social values in a particular way so that the people with those value will perceive it

1. Dominant/hegemonic: you accept dominant social beliefs you pick up the nmessage as intended (dominant)
2. Negotiated: acknowledge that the message is generally true but there could be discrepancies
3. Oppositional: you often get the opposite message intended by the creator 
· Based on Marxist theories

The Illusion of Choice: 
· 6 corporations control 90% of American media
· Media power concentration in the hands of few, getting the same messages coming from the same minds with the same intentions 

CSI Effect:
· The portrayal of forensic science on television shows is argued to lead to an increased demand for forensic evidence in criminal trials
· Misinterpretation of investigative techniques
· Biased knowledge of the accuracy or usefulness of forensic evidence and/or technology
· Techniques for concealing evidence
· Increase in registration in forensic science 

Media Effects: Criticisms 
· Measures short-term effects rather than anything long-term
· Problematic definition of violence
· Lack of follow-up studies
· Attributes effects solely or primarily to media viewership
· Conclusions are generally bland and cautious
· We have agency: we have the ability to reject the messages portrayed 

Moral Panic: 
A condition, episode, person or group of persons emerges to be defined as a threat to societal values and interests; its nature is presented in a stylized and stereotypical fashion by the mass media. 

Characteristics of Moral Panic 
· Concern
- Increase in attention to a particular group/issue
· Hostility
- Folk devils are defined; pitted against society
· Consensus
- Some level of agreement across society
· Disproportionality
- Reactions are out of proportion to the threat 
· Volatility 
· Moral panics are short-lived


Criticisms of Moral Panic Theory
· Can overexaggerate the extent of the “panic”
Generally focuses on claims made in media by moral entrepreneurs
· Difficulty in measuring “proportionate responses”
· Broad definition of “moral”

Mean World Syndrome: 
· Belief that the world is more dangerous than it is in reality
· This belief is attributed to media 
· Associated with cultivation theory
· View of the “real world” aligns with common media images and themes

“Infotainment”:
· Media, generally television, that blurs the boundaries between news and entertainment
Format of the show adds legitimacy to their claims about the extent of the social problem
· Relies on spectacle, emotional reaction
· TCAP relies on a partnership with law enforcement for legitimacy
Symbiotic relationship with law enforcement

Hidden Cameras and Authenticity: 
· Hidden-camera shows claim to present an authentic view of the situation
· Those involved are unaware of the cameras, and thus react as they naturally would
· i.e., there’s no “playing to the camera”
· Ignores the editing and visual manipulation that occurs


