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Questions:

1. What issues were dividing Canadians during the period 1867-77?

2. How did Macdonald manage to keep the young nation together?

3. What were Canadians drinking, that is, what was their alcoholic drink of choice?


Heavy liquor: Brandy, rum, whiskey. 

4. How did the issue of booze work its way into the politics of the period?

Metis Resistance 1869 - 1870

-Red River Resistance

-religious, linguistic, regional lines

-French vs. English, Central Canada vs. West

-West in the hands of the HBC, but with the signing of the BNA Act, about to have the biggest land transport in history, Rupert’s Land going to become part of Canada

-in preparation, Macdonald sends out surveys, arrive in Winnipeg where the Metis are

-descendants of First Nations and Europeans, primarily French-speaking, Roman Catholic, living west

-get anxious at the sight of the surveyors, realize there will be a large influx of people who don’t speak french and aren’t Roman Catholic coming

-Louis Riel living in Red River, goes up to the surveyors, stands on their chains and stares down the government officials; celebrated in Metis society for standing up to the gov’t

-Riel starts to worry, beginning of something we won’t be able to control

-decides to set up a provisional government to negotiate with the gov’t of Canada to protect French rights, Roman Catholic religion

-December 1869, Riel takes over Fort Garry and sets up a provisional gov’t and starts to write out a number of demands: protection of religion, language and land

-Macdonald starts sending out negotiators, communication taking place, looks like laws for protection will take place

-some English Protestants don’t agree with Riel and see him as a bandit

-they decide to ride to Fort Garry, Riel sees them coming so sends out his troops and captures them

-realizes they’re not a big threat, so let’s them go and they return and are captured and jailed again

-obnoxious and loud individuals getting under Riel’s skin (specifically Thomas Scott) despite conversations going on with Canadian gov’t

-finally snaps, March of 1870 he executes Scott

-before this point he had the moral high ground, ransom is now put on his head, runs to the U.S. for 15 years, then eventually returns

-with him gone, Macdonald decides to bring them in as the province of Manitoba

-outcome: The Manitoba Act 1870: brings Manitoba into Confederation as the 5th province

-under the act, all minority rights are guaranteed; guarantees protection of French language, Roman Catholicism and the Metis land right

B.C.’s Entry into Confederation (1871)

-joined because had nowhere else to go; British through and through

-can’t remain British because Britain doesn’t want them; can become part of Confederation or become a part of the U.S.; Americans had come up to mine

-decide to join Confederation after Macdonald promises a railroad to link central Canada and B.C.

****************

Pacific Scandal 

-first scandal in Canadian political history and brings down the government in power

-Macdonald looking for builders of railroad

-CPR (Hugh Allen) and Intercolonial Rail are two contenders for big contract paid for by federal government

-1872 election, Macdonald has to get re-elected 

-Macdonald asks Allen for money for his campaign and gives him $360,000, based on this, Allen will get the railway contract, Macdonald is re-elected

-1872, MP finds telegram from Macdonald to Allen saying ‘give me $10,000’ ; evidence of contract

-party members break of Macdonald

Alexander Mackenzie (1822-1892)

-first Liberal PM, no John A. Macdonald; different ideology and political style; ideological and moralist

-believes he can make people better, sober, upstanding individuals

-believes in free trade, civil rights, moral

-first active in politics in 1850s

-first elected in 1860s

-wins seat in 1867 election in House of Commons

-George Brown doesn’t win seat as leader of Liberal Party, Mackenzie takes leader

-wins majority government

Drinking in the 1800s

-issue dividing the nation

-drinking hard liquor: Brandy, rum, whiskey

-5 gallons per person, per year

-water contaminated, domestically-produced, tea and coffee imported and expensive, mostly for elite, soft drinks only coming into existence at the end of the 1800s

Temperance vs. Prohibition

(more of a theme than a term)

-up until about 1850, moderation (drink responsibly and a little) and moral suasion (convince individuals to embrace temperance)

-prohibition wants all booze gone and for the state to create legislation against it

Reverend Joseph Christmas

-leader of temperance movement in Canada (specifically Montreal) during 1830s

-physically small, but powerful person

-preaching a spiritual millennium; the end is coming and if you want to live in hell, stop sinning (don’t lie, cheat, or drink)  

-6 outbreaks of cholera makes people think the ending is coming

John Carling (1828-1911)

-advocate of a ‘wet’ society, wants booze to flow freely in Canadian society

-father was a brewer, started Carling Brewery in London, Ontario

-takes over with his brother in 1849 and expands brewery in 1850s, done by 1858 as the temperance movements are afloat, talking about shutting down brewery because they see brewers as corrupters of society

-invested all the money in it, so John goes into politics to try and gain power so he can vote against prohibition when the time comes

-gets nervous in his abilities, roll out barrels of beer and win over population, voted into office

-becomes a powerful minister in John A. Macdonald’s cabinet, always whispering in his ear

-only legislation passed to make Canada drier is under Mackenzie

Joe Beef (1835 - 1889)

-owner of the tavern or canteen in Montreal

-Wets in society, wants continuation of alcohol in society

-against the idea of government regulation of alcohol

-Charles McKinnon

-opens canteen in 1860s in Montreal; clientele are primarily working-class individuals

-government doesn’t have safety nets at this time 

-his canteen was where those who were poor could go to stay for cheap prices, class barriers and ethnicity are broken down

-serving the function that the social welfare state would serve later on

-hated by many, loved by so many more, caring individual

-if patrons were too drunk he’d send out bartenders to walk around Montreal making sure there wasn’t someone who fell into a snowbank and put them in a bed

Dominion Alliance for the suppression of the Liquor Traffic

Scott Act 1878

Depression of 1873

National Policy Speech of 1876

The Liberal View of the National Policy

