Canadian History Lecture #9

Tuesday, November 23, 2010

The Road to Confederation cont. 1840-1867
Questions:
· what impact did the Americn Civil War have on the drive for the unification of the British North American Colonies?

· What was the response to the idea of confederation in NS, NB, PEI and NFLD?

· Who was John A. Macdonald?
· Was he the man that “made us”?

· Why was Canada so hard to govern in the 1860’s & 1870’s?

American Civil War (1861-65)(1)
· clash of cultures and the issue of slavery

· differing economies

· North: industrious, manufacturing states (Rich)

· South: slave bases commodity states

· Summer was really fuckin’ hot. 

· Events:
Trent Affair 
· Nov.8 1864
· Trent is a ship that delivers mail, stopped by northern ships in neutral waters

· Two diplomats from the confederate states are on board

· They were on their way to Britain to lobby for diplomatic recognition of the southern states

· They are blocked by the North

· They find a fast ship to bypass the blockade

· They violated the international law in Caribbean

· This increased the tension between Britain and the northern US

· Canada wants to control their own militia should it become the battle ground of a war between North US and Britain 
St. Alban’s Raid
· 25 miles from the Canadian border

· Bennet Young is captured, so he runs to Canada

· He forms the idea of attacked the North from two sides

· He gets southern calvary, and they set up a base. 

· Then they attack St. Alban, take 208 000$ from the bank, run back to Canada

· Northern states blame Canada

· This causes Canada to consider confederation because they need to be able to defend their own borders
These are all tied together because they are afraid of a war between Britain and US, Canada as battle ground

Political Deadlock in the Canada’s and the Rise of the Great Coalition 
· French against English
· 3 changes in administration and 4 elections over 3 years 18640-1867

· “we need to be able to pass legislation”

· They propose a federal union, to fix the deadlock

· The Great Coalition is very concerned about the political deadlock that is going on, they unite to solve this one issue. 

· They support the federal union
Charlottetown Conference (1864)
· Significant because it is the first stepping stone on the road to Confederation

· Sept. 1 1864

· Dominant political figures from PEI, NB, NS, NFLD, and the Canada’s

· They bring 3000 bottles of champagne 

· Sir John A, and George Brown are not greeted by people because of circus

· They were divided along regional lines

John. A. Macdonald

Mothers of Confederation
· wives of the mothers of confederation

· They were successful in creating a culture of trust and harmony. 

· The women were arranging the luncheons, and organizing events

· They were creating a comfortable environment

· Charlottetown conference ends with the men wanting to meet again 
Quebec Conference (1864)
· the second stepping stone to confederation

· gave us the 72 resolutions 

· it was the framework of confederation

· need for a federal union

· talked about the division of powers, federal vs. provincial

· “any power that is not specifically given to the provinces, is guaranteed for the federal government”
Samuel Tilley (2)
· Pro-confederate

· Anti-drinking view

· Favored by NB people

· Gets elected in the 1850’s

· Confronted by the issue of confederations

· Sells it by three reasons

· Going to make us richer
· Free trade between the regions

· we will be protected, there will be a national army defending our borders

· we will have a railroad that will connect us to other reasons, end of isolation

A.J. Smith 
· against confederation in NB

· he follows up all of Tilley’s arguments

· railroad is never going to happen

· we will become poorer, there manufacturers are richer and larger and will flood our markets with cheaper products

· We will have to assume a portion of central Canada’s debt. 

· Our portion will be larger because our debt is less
· he turns out to be a horrible politician

· before the vote on confederation comes around, his politics has fallen 


Joseph Howe
· driving force behind anti-confederists 

· he is loyalist 

P.E.I.’s opposition to confederation 

Election of 1867

Anges Macdonald

Nova Scotia Repeal Movement 

Thomas D’Arcy McGee 

Metis Resistence 1869-1870

Manitoba Act (1870)

B.C.’s Entry into Confederation (1871)

P.E.I. entry into Confederation (1873)

