Canadian History Lecture #7

Tuesday, November 2, 2010

Questions
When did Canada’s parties first emerge? 
1791-1840
What factors led to the rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada in 1837-38?
political system is exclusive:
-Chateau Clique in Upper Canada, Family Compact in Lower Canada
-small group creating laws and policies to benefit themselves at the expense of others
Who was John Lambton and what was his (and the British governments) solution to the political unrest in the Canadas?
Also known as Lord Durham or Radical Jack
Solution in Durham’s report:
Need for a responsible government; the system is broken; the people that make the laws are doing it at the expense of the people. Need to be responsible to the people.
Grind down the French; they are a hopeless, culture-less people and are the root cause of the rebellions. Must Anglicize them!

Reform Movement in Upper Canada
-emerges in early 1800s in response to the policies of the Family Compact
-two wings: Radical wing: American-style republic, and moderate wing: led by Robert Baldwin, want evolutionary change rather than revolutionary

William Lyon Mackenzie
-leader of the Radical reform movement and rebellions in Upper Canada
-born in Scotland 1795
-writes for local newspaper at 15
-leaves Scotland broke, seeking opportunity in the colonies in Canada in 1825 at the age of 25
-decides to settle in Niagara, immediately gets caught up in local politics and wants to get his voice out
-starts The Colonial Advocate in 1824; reform newspaper bashing the Family Compact
-disguised as Natives, Family Compact supporters vandalize his newspaper’s office, police support the Family Compact, frustrated by injustice
-starts printing papers about the injustice, making more people realize

Planting the Province
-resonates with farmers; Ontario is a farming community at the time
-talks about the early evolution of the Ontario economy; covers period 1791-1850
-written in 1993 by Douglas McAlla
-4 out of 5 individuals engaged in farming
-2% of population nowadays 

The Economy of Canada in 1830
-The Case of the Staple Trap: Newfoundland. exporting fish, no diversification; staple-based economy
-The Case of the Agricultural Missing Link: Maritimes
-The Case of the Agricultural Trap: Québec (Lower Canada); institutions of feudalism, the people working the land don’t own it, no motivation to work extra hours
-diversified economy in Ontario; agriculture, financing, manufacturing
-The West: The Case of Innisian Growth; staple theory of Canadian development; the one area where the theory applies; get a staple product and then diversification; flour, beer manufacturers emerging out of a staple-based economy (before wheat)

Heather Watson
-married to Richard Watson; successful farming family representative of families in Upper Canada during the 1830s
-seven children; takes care of farm while husband is selling surplus grain at the market
-cooks, cleans, teaches children 
-brewing beer
-goes to vote, husband and family is shamed, 

Chateau Clique
-Lower Canadian equivalent of the Family Compact
-small group of Tories, English-speaking, elite merchants
-John Molson, James McGill,

Parti Canadien & Louis-Joseph Papineau
-reform movement led by Louis-Joseph Papineau
-one of Lower Canada’s first political parties, in response to Tory policies
-made up of primarily French-speaking, middle class professionals
-advocate for more powers for Legislative Assembly (lower house, elected not appointed)
-comes into existence in 1806
-Louis-Joseph Papineau leads rebellions in 1837 in Lower Canada
-elected in 1807, 1815 Speaker of the House

92 Resolutions
-list of grievances against the Chateau Clique
-there’s been no political unrest, good British subjects, we’re playing by the rules of the game, we’re loyal to the British Crown
-BUT the systems broken, the Chateau Clique has too much power in the Lower Canadian system
-AND here’s how you’re going to fix it: Bring us a responsibly government; elected representatives
-written by the Parti Canadien and Papineau
-no response for 3 years, Brits accept 9 of resolutions, causing frustration

Rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada
-break out in Upper and Lower Canada beginning in November of 1837
-9 battles in total in Lower Canada, total of 325 people were killed in rebellions in Upper and Lower, 27 British troops, the rest rebels
-battles primarily in Lower Canada, Mackenzie calls everyone to Montgomery Tavern encouraging everyone to march down Yonge Street, 1000, see 20 British troops, drunken men run after confusion

-Lord Durham sent over to come up with a solution
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