Canadian History Lecture #6

Tuesday, October 26, 2010
The Road to Rebellion 1791-1837

Questions:

· When did Canada’s political parties first emerge?

· What influence did American and British Politics have on our early politics/party formation

· Who was John Graves Simcoe and why was he significant?

· What factors led to the rebellions of 1837-1838?

Tory Party
· 1760-1820

· first party to emerge

· platform:

· defend the status quo – conservative

· Power in the hands of the wealthy

· they support the landed gentry (landlords) 

· they support the church (Anglican) and the king – moral backbone of society
Whig Party
· emerge in response to the Tories ideologies

· give inspiration to the moderate reformers

· Robert Baldwin

· Platform:

· Progressive – like change 

· Egalitarian – believe in rags to riches; want people to be able to move up the economic ladder
· Power should be in the hands of the people

· New Classes in power – the merchant elite; they become wealthy on the backbones of the industrial revolution

· They support Prince of Regent  
Republican Party

· started by Thomas Jefferson 
· platform

· power should be in the hands of the people 

· weak central government (national) – power in the hands of the states

· believe in States’ rights 

· protecting the farmer – he is the backbone of American society

· Pro-French

Alexander Hamilton (1775-1804) and the Federalist Party
· Principle advisor to Washington

· Grew up during the War 

· Worked on the docks – in charge of the office at 17 – turned it around

· Brilliant with numbers

· Goes to Columbia University

· Wants war and romance, wants to prove himself

· Charming

· Fights in the war, moves up the ranks

· Moves on to meet Washington – becomes his chief advisor

· Federalist Party platform

· Power in the hands of the elite – wealthy

· Strong Central Government 

· Limits on States’ rights

· Laws that benefit business – commercially 

· Pro- English
John Graves Simcoe (1752-1806)
· first liutenent governor 
· bring Tory principles to Canada

· appoint people to the legislative council and the executive council that support his views

· Born in England

· Dad died of pneumonia 

· Raised by mother who sends him to the best schools

· Wants a commission in the army – influence or purchase

· 18 years old in 1870 – fights for Queen’s Rangers

· returns to England – war hero 

· Mother wants him to marry well 

· South of England Widow – mom’s plan

· Marry’s into property – runs for office

· Off to Westminster 

· Strong central government – wants a patriots position

· Wants the job that takes him to the Canada’s 

· Simcoe day – August 

· Lake Simcoe

· Wants to create a little England
· Detests slavery 

· 1793 – passes act against slavery 

· because of a slave who was supposed to be sold

· didn’t want to go

· owner forces her to go
Act Against Slavery (1793)
· no new slaves to be brought into Upper Canada

· If a slave is born into slavery – they can only serve for 25 years

· If you own slaves – they are freed after nine years

Family Compact

· small group of individuals who hold the reigns of power up until the rebellions

· they are the people that occupy the seats in the legislative council and the executive council

· passing policies that benefit them not the people – they all know each other 

· same values – all see through the Tory vision
Welland Canal

Bank of Upper Canada 
· example of a policy put through by the family compact that is designed to benefit them and not well taken by the people 

· it makes loans only to people that it likes

· Farmers required loans – short term business loans – 90 day max. 

· Benefits the businesses, entrepreneurs

· Pissed off Farmers
Crown Clergy Reserves

· one in seven pieces of land which are saved for the Anglican Church 

· other churches are not well represented 
Reform Movement in Upper Canada

William Lyon Mackenzie (1795-1861)

Chateau Clique

John Molson

Parti Canadien

Louis-Joseph Papineau (1786-1871)

By-election of 1832

92 resolutions 

Rebellions in Lower Canada and Upper Canada (1837-1838)

