Cupid and Psyche (T 596 – 615)

· Unique combination of myth and fairy tale
· In fairy tales they tend to be generic figures who resolve their problems through the use of magic and trickery
· The characters in myth tend to have unique names, personalities, and talents
· Neumann divides the story into five parts: the introduction, the marriage of death, the act, the four tasks, and the happy ending (the wanderings have been added by this book)

The Introduction
· Psyche was born from a king and a queen, with two other sisters, both of whom were regarded as homely, while she was the most beautiful girl anyone had ever seen
· Her beauty contends with Venus’ beauty; it was said that “Venus had had a Second Birth”
· Venus was ignored because of the beauty of this girl
· Venus vows that Psyche will one day die for taking all her attention away from her
· Venus wants Cupid, her son, to go make Psyche fall in love with someone gross

The Marriage of Death
· Although she was looked on by all, no one had asked her for her hand in marriage
· Her father wished that a marriage would come for his daughter; he sensed the gods were involved with her not getting married
· Apollo tells the father she must be married to an ugly snake, and to bring to atop a mountain
· As she was waiting sadly for her fate, a wind came and swept her into a meadow
· She fell asleep, then woke up at peace, and saw a palace built by a divine power
· Her hand maids spoke to her and told her to go to sleep
· Someone climbed into bed, had sex with her, then left, but she doesn’t see who (made her his bride)
· Cupid tells Psyche that her sisters think she is dead but will come looking for her, and she is not to answer when they call out
· Cupid feels bad that she’s sad so he lets her see her sisters and give them tons of gold and jewels, but he says that she can’t let the sisters know anything about her husband’s identity
· Psyche finally sees her sisters and they’re so happy to see her; she invites them in
· The sisters are jealous of all that she has; they ask about her husband and she just says he’s young and very handsome
· The sisters are jealous and they are mad that although they are eldest she gets everything
· They decide to not tell anyone they’ve seen Psyche, and they want to go back to see her again
· The sisters question Psyche more about her husband; Psyche forgot what she said before and made up a different husband, then quickly gets her sisters to leave
· The sisters figure out that either Psyche is lying, or she doesn’t know what her husband looks like (then he must be a god)
· Her sisters tell her she is marriage to a monster who will eat her once she is very pregnant
· Psyche admits she’s never seen her husband’s face
· The sisters tell Psyche she must do this: hide a razor on her side of the bed, with a lamp behind some curtains. When her husband is asleep she must sneak out of bed and shine the light on her husband and then slice his head off
· She prepared for this deed to happen, and waited for her husband to fall asleep
· She snuck out of bed and grabbed all the stuff

The Act
· When she raised the lamp she saw a beautiful creature (Cupid) and fell to her knees from shock
· Psyche looked at her arrows and pricked herself with one; she desired even more for Cupid
· Psyche spills a bit of wax on him by accident, and Cupid wakes up realizing what she’s done

The Wanderings
· Cupid soared out of sight, and Psyche threw herself into a river, which took her to land
· Pan finds her and tells her to pray to Cupid and show that she will listen and be a good wife
· A bird came and told Psyche her son was in her bedroom complaining of a burn, and that he has been in the mountains with Psyche
· Venus wants Mercury to broadcast that she is looking for Psyche

The Realm of Venus
· Once of Venus’ servants, Habit, found Psyche
· Venus says that Psyche’s child will be a bastard if she allows it to be born

The Four Tasks
· Venus beats Psyche
· Venus mixes up a bunch of different seeds, then tells her to sort them back out by dusk
· An ant felt really bad for her so him and his ants friends were like hey we’ll do this for you 
· Venus came back and doesn’t believe that she did it, but that she made Cupid do it
· Venus’ second task for her is to cross the bank and get golden fleece from the evil sheep across the bank
· Psyche plans to just kills herself, but a plant talks her out of it
· The plant tells her to wait until the sheep have stopped going wild and then shake this tree and there will be wool on it
· The third task is Psyche has to go get black water from on top of a very high mountain that she must climb
· When Psyche gets to the top she finds out there are dragons by the water she needs
· Jupiter sends a bird to help her, and the bird filled the bottle for her
· Psyche’s final task is to bring a box to Proserpine (goddess of the underworld) and ask for a bit of her beauty for Venus
· Psych plans to throw herself off a tower, but it starts talking to her, and tells her to go to Taenarus to find how to get to hell
· She must take barley bread soaked in honey wine in each hand, and two bits of money in her mouth
· She must give an old man one piece of the money, but he must take it out of her mouth himself
· A fierce dog will be there, and to pass she must give it one of the soaked breads
· Once she finds Proserpine, she will be offered a nice meal, but instead she must sit on the ground and ask for a scrap of brown bread
· Then, once she has given you what you wanted, distract the dog again with bread, and give the ferry man the other money
· Do not open the box! So of course she does and then dies

The Happy Ending
· Cupid went to go find Psyche, and woke her up by pricking her with one of his arrows
· Cupid tells her to go bring the box to his mother to complete the task
· Cupid goes and pleads to Jupiter, who agrees to help him as long as Cupid helps him when he sees someone he likes
· Jupiter tells Venus to back off
· He gives Psyche a drink of ambrosia to become immortal
· [bookmark: _GoBack]They finally got married and had a child together named  Joy
