Canadian History Lecture #5

Tuesday, October 19, 2010

The Conquest and its aftermath 1759-1791

Questions: 
· What was the conquest and why was it significant?

· How did the British initially plan to rule Quebec after the conquest?

· How did British policy towards the French in North America change during the period 1763-1764?

· Why did Nova Scotia remain neutral during the American Revolution?

· Who were the loyalists and les Anglais?

Battle of the Plains of Abraham and the Conquest of Quebec (1)
· ultimately leads to the conquest of Quebec City – spells the beginning of the end for French rule in North America

· backdrop of the 7 years war (1756-1763)

· French vs. English

· English 

· Led by James Wolfe

· September 4 British ships coming in

· 5000 men coming in wanting to attack Quebec city, proves difficult

· September 12th, puts his men in row boats, try to sneak in at night via St. Lawrence river, and climb the cliffs and land on the plains of Abraham

· Wolfe knows that there are a lot of French troops… he tells his troops to spread out and make it look like there are more of them. 5am. 

The Marquis de Montcalm (1712-1759)
· distinguished military history

· leads the French to the defeat in the Battle of Plains of Abraham
· Criticized by Historians for rushing into action. 

· When he sees the British forces he gathers his. 

· His soldiers are reserves, not trained like the English 

· He could have stayed safe inside the Quebec walls

· Wolfe tells the British to put 2 bullets into their guns

· They fire and take out a whole bunch of French

· Then Wolfe sends in his cavalry in. 

· This guy is buried in a wooden box, not casket, and in a canon hole. 

· Wolfe dies also after hearing of British victory

· The battle lasted 15 minutes

Royal Proclamation of 1763
· Montreal falls in 1760

· 7 years war ends with ramification of the treaty of Paris

· British win War over New France

· this is Britain’s initial attempt to govern the French (2)

· They plan to assimilate them

· Make them British

· Values, way of life, religion

· Catholics cannot run for public office

· French civil law is replaced with English common law 

· The French language will not be used in government offices or institutions. 

· King George hoped that it would make them English

Marie and Marc Soubliere (3)
· worked beside her husband on a farm in Quebec

· barley, wheat and flax

· Marc is a reservist, goes to Quebec and sees battle

· They continue to practice their religion, talk French, live their lives like they did before

· 2000 francophone leave New France
Quebec Act (1774)
· marks a departure in British policy away from assimilation and to accommodation 

· designed to keep the French on the side of the British during the war of Independence south of the border

· 3 things to accommodate

· allows Catholics to run for public office

· English common law is replaced by French civil law

· French language allowed in public place, legislation, government offices

· it keeps the French happy, and loyal to the crown

American Revolution (1775-83)
· no taxation without representation

· you cannot directly tax “us” unless we have representatives in the British parliament 

· Charles Townsend finance minister placed all the taxes on the colonies

· Boston Tea Party

· Many Americans immigrated to NS

“Missing Decade Thesis” (4)
· it explains why NS remained neutral during the War of Independence 

· developed by Gordan Stuart, and George Rawlyk 

· there is a missing decade

· the immigrants come during 1775-17765

· south of the border people are getting worked up, in NS they are not involved in the drama

· They miss the decade of revolutionary redirect. 

· They are listening to preachers with different attitudes
Henry Alline (1748-1784)
· he tells Nova Scotians that their allegiance is not the British, or Americans it is to God

· came from Newport Rhode Island – moved to Bay of Fundy
· decides when he is 20 he will spread the word of God

· gift of gab

· telling people to put down their guns, be good Christians – his message

Loyalists
· British sympathizers who live in America

· Came from all sorts of different backgrounds

· All that matters is being dedicated to the Crown
· Thomas Randolph Cooper 
· Upper class white man who continues to be loyal to George III

· Living in New Jersey, wealthy merchant, a businessman

· He didn’t like the thought of a revolution, he might loose business 

· Says to his neighbors he doesn’t want war

· Patriots show up at his door one night, torture him 

· Tar, feathers, sign that says “loyalist bastard” 

· packs up and moves his family to Canada 
· Josephine Freeman
· A black slave, 
· Represents the diversity of the backgrounds of loyalists
· Comes to Canada – her husband fights in the war

· Comes to Canada expecting liberty and equality 

· Her husband and son fight for the loyalists

· Josephine gets sent to NS without family. 

· Husband shows up later

· They were given shitty land 

· They move to Halifax nine years later 

· Husband dies after workplace riot
· William and Rose Elliot
· They represent the loyalists that settled west of the Ottawa river

· Nicer farmland- people moved there for that purpose

John Molson (1763-1836) (5)
· Les Anglais – those English speaking individuals who settled in Quebec

· Molson Breweries

· Came to clear the void for those French merchants who left Quebec

· Moved when he was 18 

· 1 of 4 children, oldest

· Middle class income. 

· Orphaned 

· Quebec offers golden opportunity 

· 2 months to arrive – goes directly to Montreal 

· starts a brewery just outside Montreal 

· British thirst for beer. 

· Heavy malt beer
Constitutional Act (1791)
Division of Quebec
· divides Quebec into Upper and Lower Quebec

· gives us our first economic development strategy

Crown Reserves 
· don’t have title

· 1 in 7 pices of land are crown land

System of Governance (1791)
· loyal she began loyal she stays

· top down exclusive system 
· legislative council 
· Who gets elected? Only the people at the very bottom
John Graves Simcoe (1752-1806)

Tory Party

Family Compact

