Lecture # 3 

Tuesday, October 05, 2010
The European Background to Canadian Development (con’t)

And Canada’s beginnings on the East Coast
Questions:

· Why was it that France and England (and not Spain) came to dominate the early history of North America?

· Why did the Europeans keep coming back to North America?

· Why was it the English and not the French that first settled in Present-day Canada?

· What was like to be a sailor/fisherman during the 16th and 17th centuries?

· What were some of the risks involved in the Cod Fishery?

The European Background to Canadian Development (con’t)

Spanish and the Gold and Silver Paradox
· Gold and Silver is king. 
· Christopher Columbus represented the strength of Spain

· 1794, Alexander Mackenzie makes it across North America

· In the meantime, Columbus brings heaps of Gold back to Spain

· Finding a gold mine in the New World weakened Spain in the long run. (1)

· The gold pouring into Spain, caused massive inflation, the gold ended up in the pockets of competitors – Paradox

· Spanish Armada – 1588

· Causes the decline of the Spanish on the seas

· Not willing to take on the English in Naval combat afterwards

· Spain had been pissed off with England since 1534
· Spain had divorced the roman empire

· Philip II of Spain; starts building the biggest Navy, 120 massive vessels with 55 guns, 350 troops. 

· 42000 troops

· 3 battles between England and Spain 

· Spanish crescent form vs. English tactic of dividing and conquering from both sides

· The Spanish want to bring the England towards the 30000 men waiting

· The English send eight ships on fire into the Crescent 

· Lord Howard is gone, so the English have to take on a third time

· Attack from three fronts, Spanish troops weren’t trained, they only shot one round per hour

· The English troops fire repeatedly. 

· The Spanish Armada is destroyed. 

· England now occupies the seas, and begins to build up their Navy

The Spirit of Capitalism: Nationalism and Economic Growth
· book 

· Leah Greenfeld

· Looking to find out why some Nations are wealthy and others not

· England made it their National priority to become wealthy, wrapped up in Economic growth
· England had the will and the capacity

· Democratic institutions – 1688 parliament 

Bloodless Revolution (1688)

· James II – king of England

· Absolutist – believes in the absolute power of the crown

· Converted to Roman Catholicism 

· Roman Catholic is not favorited by the people

· William and Mary are asked to rule in England, 

· The exception: You have to agree that Parliament will have a shared power over England

· They had the backing of Parliament and the people

· They decided to put in policies that lead to the settling of North America

Mercantilism
· 1550-1800 

· all European nations had a Mercantilist policies 

· designed to 

· promote the self sufficiency of the mother country

· to set up colonies which became markets for manufactured goods and sources of raw materials. 

· resulted in Triangle Trades

Triangle Trades
· England ( (manufactured goods)  British West Indies (Caribbean, Jamaica…) ( (sugar, rum,) New York and New Jersey ( (lumber, fish furs) England
· England (manufactured goods) ((slaves) Africa ((Cotton, tabaco, indigo)Virginia, Georgia, S.C. N.C. ( England
· England (manufactured goods) (NFLD (Cod) ( Spain (Gold) ( England

Giovanni Cabota
· Born in Genoa, Italy in 1449

· At 15 goes aboard a ship

· British are looking for an explorer to go claim new finds

· Sailed under British flag 80/20%

·  Changed his name to John Cabot 

· New Found Land in 1497, 

· Baskets of fish (Cod)

· King not happy because it is not Gold
· And he ran into land and didn’t make it to China

Norumberga 
· fabled city in the New World 1500’s

· streets as wide as London

· plentiful amounts of Gold and Silver

Martin Forbisher (1539-1594)
· Martin Forbisher, believed Norumberga existed 

· Made his first voyage in 1576

· Returns with Rocks with gold in it. 

· Takes investors money and returns for the gold, comes back with 200 tons of rocks with Gold of it

· The crown gets involved, 15 ships and he comes back with a massive load

· Turns out to be Fools Gold

The Beef of the Sea (Cod)
· cod is the natural resource that keeps Europeans coming back to North America

· protein – farmers need it because farming is the dominant labor in England

· Roman Catholic church is telling people to eat fish 166 days of the year

· They are coming from the Grand Banks – off Avalon Peninsula

Wet Curing and Dry Curing(3)

· Wet Curing is the fish preservation method used by the continental powers in (France, Spain, Portugal) 

· These countries had large supplies of salt. 

· Would fish until May never had contact with land

· Header (cuts off head), ( splitter (takes out backbone) ( salter (covers fish in salt)

· Done at sea

· The English do not have large amounts of salt

· Dry Curing causes English to Settle (3)

· They use the sun to preserve fish, 

· They arrive later, and they make wharfs. 

· They anchor, get in row boats, fish all day, and then come back. 

· Header ( splitter( header, puts a little bit of salt on it, then puts it on a plank and lets it dry in the sun.

The Sailing Life (4)

· started in March or April

· Board the ship, and there was a giant stench. 

· Animals we’re on board. 

· No toilets 

· Sleeping quarters did not exist. 

· No room 

· Bottom of the ship there are ballots, rocks. 

· Food was insignificant and not tasty

· Working from dawn to dusk. 

· Rats and mice everywhere 

· 4000 rats were 

· keelhauled 

· 1 in 10 fishermen didn’t come back 

· The risks :

· Loosing your boat in a storm

· Disease 

· Malnutrition

· Investors could loose everything, if the ship went down, if the captain was late getting out, and they were the last ship in , there could be excess supply, and then there would be massive deflation of prices

· Pirates 

Peter Easton (pirate)

· one of the most successful pirates

· retires in 1615, decides to go to the Mediterranean, with 39.5 Billion dollars

· participates in the Spanish Armada at the age of 28

· privator with the British flag, but acts as a Pirate

· 1603 – Elizabeth dies

· becomes a pirate 

· wreaks havoc on French ships

· calls on the English Navy

· he goes to the Grand Banks, and starts picking off the ships around Nova Scotia

· builds up a base in NFLD

· 1613 he goes to Carribean, steals a Spanish gold ship, 

· is trapped near NFLD 

· retires after close call
