3 February

Components of Labeling Theory
1. Socialization theory (C. Cooley)
· Key Ideas :
· We learn definitions of ourselves
· In close interaction 
· Especially with significant others
· The importance of imagination
· We imagine how others see and judge our appearance (actions)
· Personality
· To the extent we internalize definitions of self they become a component part of reflective action
· The pragmatic self (G.H. Mead)
· We tend to do what works, and give up doing what does not work

2. E. Lemert
Primary deviance:
· Deviance remains primary as long as it is ignored or rationalized away by others
Secondary deviance:
· Employs a deviant concept of self as a basis of action
· Of special importance for the development of secondary deviance is “crisis”
· Including severe societal reactions that challenges the person’s concept of self
· Typically there is a progressive reciprocal reaction between the behavior and reaction
Primary deviance » Penalties » Further primary deviance » stranger penalties » Further deviation » Crisis » Secondary deviance

3. H. Becker
Labeling:
a. Makes the person the subject of investigation
b. Serves to organize the reactions of others to the person in an organized (systematic) way
· As a result it makes it more likely that the person will come to think of themselves as a deviant
c. Examples of the effects of labeling
T. Scheff (Being Mentally Ill)
- The study:
	Examined a sample (196) of independent psychiatric ratings of candidates recommended for involuntary incarceration
· Found high levels of clinical uncertainty
Examined the court records
· In 196 consecutive cases the individuals were committed
· Court hearings lasted an average of 1.6 minutes
· The individuals tended to be from “marginal social backgrounds”

Factors that affect the labeling of mental illness:
· Defines mental illness as a catch-all for a variety of behavior which violate the rules of everyday social interaction
· Factors directly related to the rule breaking:
· The degree
· The amount

· Factors independent of the rules breaking:
· Visibility
· Power of the rule breaking
· Social distance between the deviant and control agents
· Tolerance level of the community
· Availability of alternative non deviant roles

D.L. Rosenhan (“On Being Sane in Insane Places”)
Method:
· Covert participation
Evidence:
· Case histories were unintentionally distorted to fit with the label
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Note taking was reported as 
