Lecture #2: The First Peoples and the European Background to Canadian Development
Question:  

· What were the origins of the first peoples of North America?

· How does the position of native peoples differ from that of modern day scientists?

· Who discovered North America?
· What technological and institutional developments made trans-Atlantic voyage possible?

· Which Nations dominated the quest for new world treasure? 

Native beginning stories (question 1)

Napi

· Blackfoot creation story

· Manitoba and Alberta

· Duck, badger, muskrat bring up mud from the bottom of the ocean. 
Huron 

· great city in the sky resembling villiage

· in the middle there was a celestial tree

· along comes a woman who digs a hole, falls through the hole, saved by a Canadian goose who lands with her on the great turtle island  - North America

Beringia land-merge theory

· Jose d’acosta

· Bering Strait

· About 100 metres between Sibera and Alaska
· During the ice age water would be locked up in glaciers 

· people migrated across land that is not there anymore

Trans Oceanic Migration Theory
· people came across by water

· raft or boat

· current runs in that direction

· explorers seeking a North West Passage 

Vikings (norse)
· 800-1400
· land of deep water fjords, farming and violent clan wars

· Scandinavia 

· 1880 – Norway 

· Archeologists find a ship buried as a tomb, with the goods a person would need for the afterlife. 

· Well preserved

· agriculturally oriented

· chiefs and sometimes there was war

· life of survival, 

· cold climate

· brutal weather

· difficult to stay alive

· family farm basic unit of economic life

· relied heavily on livestock

· sea farers and warriors from Scandinavia 
· the first to travel across the Atlantic

· The Nar – boat with one sail

· Resembles a row boat

· 60% of these boats went down

· no rudder 

Leif Ericson
· discovered Newfoundland 

· had a settlement that only lasted 3 years

· lives in exile with his father Eric the red, in Greenland
· after returning to Scandinavia , Leif Ericson starts to travel 

· year 1000, Leif calls the northern most point of Newfoundland Finland

· after three years, fighting with natives loosing family, 

· he returns to Scandinavia

· 400 years in the dark

Commercial Revolution (4)
· farmers to 1450-1750
· 1750-1850 industrial revolution

· trade increases

· trading all around the globe

· banking institutions emerge

· have the funds, borrow the funds for trading

· first bankers were goldsmiths

· taking a risk on making it rich over seas
· Technological development 

· Ship improvement

· Planking

· Three masts rather than one

· Crows nest 

· Sail material, start using canvas

· Rudder, steering wheel 

· Astrolabe

· Astrolabe 

· Allows you to determine your latitudinal position, position on the north south hemisphere 

· result is that people want to go to the orient

The Far East Trade

· consumers want pepper

· covers up the taste of rotting meat

· trade came from Indonesia 

· takes off around 1488

Christopher Columbus 

· believes that there is a root to the far East by going west

· significant because he discovers North America

· his voyages lead to a continuous European presence

· 1451, grew up in Genoa Italy

· time before school

· weaver apprentice

· watches beautiful ships

· age of 16, Columbus goes aboard a ship as a deck hand

· by the time he is 25 in 1476, and he is sailing off the coast of Portugal

· ship goes down, swims back to Lisbon, that’s where his brother Bartholomue lives 

· map maker

· eight long years, he gets the money from Spanish leaders

· Spanish discover the vast gold mines of America 

· Spain becomes the power of North America 

· A lot of ships were going between Spain and North America 

