CDN History 

Tuesday, September 21, 2010
Canadian History: A historiographical and philosophical discussion

Question: 

· How has the writing of Canadian History changed since the 1920’s?

· Constitutional

· Political history
· Economic history

· Political Biographic 

· How does the “old” history differ from the “new” history?

· What are some of the major themes of Canadian History?

Two views of historians: Poli/Economic History vs. Social History or old vs. new
The “old” history: history from above

George Wrong: 

· Father to CDN history, U of T 

· Examining British History

· Whig interpretation of history:  We are emerging from an imperfect past, in a perfect present, how do you get from the present to the past?” “How did we come into existence?” 

· 1920’s = perfection, he’s looking for the stepping stones between imperfection to perfection
· 1774 – Quebec is formed, 1950’s King George wins 70 000 francophone. He tries to make them English. Then he later makes them French again. 

· Wrong ignores the conflicts, his view is a perfect view. 

Nationalism:

There is a strong sense of Nationalism, (dominant theme) everyone comes together. “On the same team.” Pride in one’s country. 

* continentalism vs. nationalism

· Joseph Howe wants to re-join Britain. 

· Cosmos “I move for the peaceful separation of B.C. from the rest of Canada”

· CDN art breaks from European Art

Harold Adams Innis (1894 – 1952)

· Father of economic history

· Born on farm, sucks at it

· Excels at U of T

· 1914- First World War goes to fight over seas. 

· Hates the war. Honorably discharged in 1917.

· “What made Canada?”
· comes up with Staple Thesis

Staple Thesis: 

· Natural Resources

· Geography

· Cod!

· English settle first because of preservation methods

· The search for fur

· Economic measures

· 1930’s 25 percent unemployment
Donald Creighton:

· 1902-1952

· Reads a lot. U of T - > Oxford

· Becomes a history prof. at U of T

· Blends the political and economic approach
· Writes the Empire of the St. Lawrence

· Puts the people back into the history 

· Second World War :
· Great leaders, Hitler, Stalin, Churchill 

· People define the world

· Donald Creighton writes political biographies

· Historians start looking at great men determining the destiny of the world

· Focus on John. A. MacDonald and his fight to bring us together.

The “new” History: History from below
· 1960’s

· people without power 

· Reflects new composition of universities in the 1960’s. 

· Student body is changing; women emerge into the student body, people from outside central Canada.

· No longer white men. 

· Different subject matter. 

· Women’s history is the new history. 

· Emerges in the 1960’s

· Puts women into our past

· WWI (Robert Borden) 

· Extend the vote to women with family/sons in the armed forces. 

· Emergence of women’s history

· 1990’s 

· Brian Mulroney : behind the scenes deal – 11th hour. 

The Sundering of Canada
· We are falling apart (1995) because this is when the social historians go into a historical war. 

· Blaming the lack of unity on the “old” historians. 

· Separate histories instead of one history. 

Johann von Herder

· Gives us the notion of the volk. 

· This is dealing with how nation states came into existence. 

· A single ethnicity

· One language

· One history

· Canada does not fall into these regulations. 

· Three languages, three ethnicities, a whole bunch of histories. 

Michael Ignatieff (1947 - )
· Writes a lot of books. 

· The Canadian experiment.

· Two histories that live peacefully together 

· The French fighting for survival.

· English perspective the march towards progress.

· Looks at our strength as a nation who does not fall within the volk
