Broadcast History - Radio
1950 – Radio had to reinvent itself
Rise of the DJ
· Simple economics (commercial reality)
· Radio’s audience/market share/ad revenues down
· Stations/networks must cut down cost
· Variety = stars, writers, orchestras, theatres
· Drama = stars, writers
· DJ = just a man with a record and an engineer
· UK – Christopher Stone had pioneered the format in the 1920s on the fledgling BBC
· US Armed Forces Radio – to keep morals up during overseas wars. 
Radio needed something new
· Give audience something they can’t get on*
Black Rhythm & Blues 
· US TV extremely segregated (into the 1980s)
· 1950s radio also highly segregated
· Myth of universal culture
· White stations played non-threatening music
· Doris Day, Frank Sinatra, Perry Como or Kate Smith
· Black stations played “race” music or black music
· a.k.a. R&B, soul and rock’n’roll 
· Mick Jagger / Beatles early fans
Enter ‘Rock and Roll’
· Cleveland’s Alan Freed one of the first DJs in ‘white’ America to play ‘race music’
· Called it ‘rock and roll’
· Discovered (driven) by teens
· Radio found its new format
Meet ‘Top  40’ Radio
· Todd Storz
· Radio Entrepreneur
· People listen to the same jukebox song over and over
· What if you program a radio station that way?
· ‘Top 40’ – only most popular songs in rotation
Rock n Roll & Top 40
· Commercial need
· Demand from teenagers (boomers)
· Creative explosion 
· Elvis (R & B)
· Later – British Invasion
· Motown
· California Sound
· Started altering the influences of young ones; started to become more edgy
·  By the late 1950s, hundreds of stations go to top 40 rock ‘n’ roll formats
· Big US DJs in NYC were Cousin Brucie, Murray the K, and Alan Freed (who moved from Cleveland) – New Stars
· In Canada, CHUM Radio in Toronto led the pack.
Payola Scandal
· DJs received illegal payments from record companies to play certain songs (kickbacks)
· ‘secret commissions’ in Canada
· In the US, the FCC investigated last 50s / early 60s
· Scandal
· Freed’s career crippled. Died broken, poor.
· Payola goes underground OR record labels buy stations
· Radio Disney
Music Radio in Canada
· US music floods over the border
· CRTC mandates minimum Canadian content (CanCon) in 1972
· Government policies in play
· Canadian radio stations had to play at least 30% CanCon to keep licenses
· Now 35%
· Builds Canadian recording industry and stars
British Rock Radio
· BBC’s monopoly challenged by continental European stations like Radio Luxembourg
· Beaming English language shows into UK from 1938
· Sponsor-driven
· US style
· 1950s and 1960s adopted the US DJ format
· A vast following amongst British teenagers
· Played UK top 40 more than BBC
Pirate Radio
· 1964 – 1967
· Beware of Boomer nostalgia
· Unlicensed broadcasters on ships and oil rigs just outside of the UK territorial waters
· Pop and rock and roll DJ shows to UK
· First – Radio Caroline in 1964
· Most successful – Radio London 
· US investors, US and Canadian DJs
John Peel – Pirate
· UK born
· US with Dad who sold cotton
· In US part-time DJ and Beatle expert
· Joins Radio London 1964
· Perfumed Garden
· *
BBC Reacts
· 1967 – UK makes it illegal to do business with radio pirates
· Sponsors couldn’t buy ads
· Stations shut down
· BBC responds to public demand and adopts the pirate format ( mostly – it was the BBC)
· BBC hired the Pirates
· John Peel at BBC 1967 – 2004
· Reggae, punk, industrial, hip hop 
UK slow to go Top 40 – Needle Time
· British musicians Union objected to records on air
· Protect income of their members
· In 1967, BBC restricted to 37 and ½ hours per week of ‘prerecorded gramophone music’
· Other music had to be performed live in-studio
· ‘Needle time’ (named for the needle of a record player)*
Radio Today
· Little ‘variety’ in classic sense 
· Music
· Sports
· Talk (AM)
· Niche programming
· Radio Disney
· Religious
· Jazz
· Urban

TV Variety 
Television Variety
· April 17 19927 Inventor John Logie Baird demonstrates his system for broadcasting televisual images
· ATT hires comic A. Dolan for the transmission from wireless station in Whippany, NJ
· A short act of monologue and song
· Dolan’s first name lost to history
· First variety act on TV
The Baird Broadcast
· Broadcast seen by handful of technicians
· Crude
· Dolan only visible in outline
· 30 lines of resolution 
BBC Experimental TV 1930
· 30-line low definition 
· Hobbyists were the ‘viewers’
· No commercial tvs yet
· 1936 – launch of ‘high definition’ 240 line system with*
BBC 1930s Format
· Introduction by high-ranking official 
· A cinema newsreel
· A light entertainment show
· Comedy, music, dancing, and juggling
· Variety = ‘light entertainment’
· UK TV service stopped by WWII late 1939
· Resumes 1945
Early US Television 
· 1929 RCA (NBC) experimental W2XBS
· 1931 DuMont experimental station NYC W2XWV
· By 1938 NBC station still “experimental
· The UK was beating them in this medium
· Only a few thousand TVs in NYC
· Rich, early*
· 
1939 – World Fair, NYC
· Regular 340 – line US TV service begins
· President Frank D. Roosevelt*
Post WWII
· Britian struggles to rebuild after the blitz*
Hour Glass (NBC) Feb ’47 - May 1949)
· First important post WWII TV show
· Format based on radio Chase & Sanborn Hour
· Initally airs only in NYC
· Goes to the entire NBC TV net
· *
· Most ambitious and expensive TV program ever produced up to that time
· $200,000 over nine/ten months
· Hour Glass first to feature established stars
· Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy
· Singer Peggy Lee
· Comic*
· First show to create its own TV star
· Hostess Helen Parrish first TV celeb
· Mix of musical numbers, sketches, dance, filmed travelogues and short dramtic pieces
· Producer = J. Walter Thompson Advertising Agency
· Sponsor = standard Brands
· In 1946 TV reaches only a few thousand people
· Standard Brands and JWT test to see if TV sell their products
· 2 and a half minute coffee commercial does not fly*
Hour Glass producers discovered:
· Pacing for TV different than radio or movies
· Audiences like permanent host
· Lesson from radio, really
· TV is visual medium but
· Star talent means more than fancy sets
· *
Hour Glass Cancelled
· Fights between JWT and Standard
· Fights between JWT and NBC
· Some uptick in Standard sales but…Standard unconvinced of TV ad potential 
· Standard cancelled the show
TV becomes a mass media
· Texaco Star Theatre (later The Milton Berle show)

