Laws 

Class seven
Kafka

· biological sketch

· middle-class, Jewish, born in Prague in 1883

· trained as a lawyer, where he met Max Brod

· began writing in addition to his employment

· developed tuberculosis in his early 30s

· died near Vienna in 1924 at age 40

· asked Brod to destroy all of his manuscripts; Brod deifed his wishes

· the trial 

· Kafka began writing it in 1914

· Unfinished at the time of his death

· Edited published by Brod in german in 1925 (one year after Kafka’s death) as “der process”

· Translated into English in 1935

· Dispute over chapter arrangement

· Whats the story about? THEMES

· Critique of bureaucracy 

· Ex., titorelli’s “ostensible acquittal” 

· Critique of insider knowledge

· Ex., the great lawyers

· Debunking the myth of order and reason

· As such, the trial is a critique of liberalism as much as it is a critique of totalitarianism

· While Kafka’s tale articulates a poignant critique of the inaccessibility of the law, we are not all equally vulnerable to its mysteries. 

For Foucalt, sovereign power is?

· central in early modern period (1400s-1600s)

· concerned with punishment of offences against the sovereign

· focused on public displays of punishment that 1)deter others and 2) demonstrate the power of the sovereign 

· for Foucault, disciplinary power:

· emerges in the seventeeth century (1600s) with the rise of the modern state (and science)

· is concerned with reforming individuals (rather than merely killing them)

· begins to introduce institutional measures concerned with civility that encourages us to govern selves. 

· Disciplinary power gives rise to biopolitical power, where power becomes associated with management of populations through expert knowledge 

· Therefore, for Foucault, power does not simply come from on high. Rather, it is dispersed in the world and orients our lives in ways we allow it to. 

First Nations representation on Ontario Juries: report of the independent review conducted by the Hourable Frank Lacobucci (fed 2013)

· systemic issues that prevent FN participation

· conflict between first nations and euro-canadian approaches to criminal justice

· systemic racism, including instances of mistreatment of first nations inmates in prison, general disrespect by police, and discriminatory public reaction to FN complaints. 

· The almost universally-held view of FN individuals that the justice system is alien or foreign

· Inadequate legal representation of FNs individuals, particularly in the north, resulting in virtually automatic guilty pleas. 
