LECTURE 2: EVOLUTION
January 21

· Outcome variance causes different solutions to arise from the same problems
· In a low variance condition, everyone has the same affect from the same problem
· In a high variance condition, affects are highly variable
· Key assumptions:
· Behavior = psychological mechanism + input
· Evolved psychological mechanism coded in brain
· Evolved psychological mechanisms can be described as information processing devices
· People are really good at matching babies with their parents
· Newborn infants usually look more like the father than the mother
· When people are shown a newborn infant, more compliments are generally given about how the baby looks like the father although there is no real difference
· 2: Thought Experiment: Looking for Love
· Men seem to value physical traits the most
· For women, quality of the person, potential resources that the partner might have access to, etc. are important in looking for mates
· 3: Romance in the Friend Zone
· Men were more likely to report that they were attracted to their so-called friend
	
	Men
	Women

	Are you attracted to your friend?
	Yes
	No

	Is your friend attracted to YOU?
	Yes
	No

	Would you date a friend?
	Yes
	No



· What are the costs of a potential romantic relationship?
· Men and women have different pathways for metabolic demands of reproduction as men just have to produce sperm while women have to go through pregnancy
· Males do not have to invest much; they can simply leave after fertilization
· Genetic cuckoldry: a female is giving birth and she is 100% sure she is the mother. How can the male be 100% sure that he is the father?
· Genetic variance is much higher in reproduction for males
· If you are a female, you are probably more likely to leave the same number of offspring no matter where you go
· In a male, depending on whether you are a low-ranking or high-ranking male, you can have a lot of offspring or just a few
· Likelihood of agreeing to have sex with someone you find attractive as a function of time known:
· This data demonstrates that males are more likely to agree to have sex with females that they only recently met. As time increases they become more likely to agree (females need more time to get to know the mate)
· Natural Selection, risk-taking, and homicide:
· Men choose a higher mean value meaning they are more likely to take risks
· Most murders are committed by men and all are committed by men who are young (early 20’s). 
· What factors promote competitive risk-taking?
· People who are most likely to commit homicide are people who have very little to lose (i.e. low financial status, they have the most to gain by engaging in lethal competition)
· Someone who is unemployed and low access to resources, you are more likely to commit homicide
· Gini index: a calculation that measures total household income. The higher the Gini index, the greater inequality 
· There are greater homicide rates in US as compared to Canada. The greater the income inequality in a province, the higher the rates of homicide
· When people do not have access to emergency care, they have a low life expectancy and therefore higher homicide rates
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you have a high life expectancy, homicide rates are low 
