What are the conventions of classical romance? Why should we be critical of them when considering everyday life?

The conventions of classical romance:

subject matter - heterosexual based

A form of idealizing love

narrative pattern: linear, towards love or loss with setbacks.

Character types: young couples, opposites, FOIL (third person)

plot: a quest, which includes setbacks; fulfillment is life changing.

We should be critical of conventions of classical romance because romance has changed over the years and it is highly idealized with many expectations and romance is relative to place, time and culture. Example: muary.

There is more freedom on who you may marry

may be bisexual or homosexual

In the modern world, people often get married at a mature age but romantic relations tend to begin at a young age

there is more gender equality, women have many more rights within marriage than they had in the past

money plays a big part in marriage

sex is a big part of marriage

Ulrich Beck compares contemporary romantic love to religion, arguing that our everyday

experience of romantic love is similar to religion. How is love like a religion? How is it

different?

“the normal chaos of love” - ulrich beck

How love is like a religion:

Both hold out the promise of perfect happiness

both offer a way of escaping from “the daily grind”:

In religion – all energy is directed towards another infinite reality understood as the Higher Power.

In love – lovers are passionate and inspired by their feelings they find themselves in a new world, like a realm of its own.

Different:

Religion says there is a life after death

Love says there is a life before death

love is not planned from above or from cultural traditions or ceremonies; it grows from below, from sexual drives and deep personal wishes.

Difference between love and religion is that in love no one has to become a member, and no one needs to be converted.

Religions that lack firm teachings usually vanish whereas love is a religion without churches or priests and it will definitely continue because sexual needs are now freed of social disapproval.

Love is independent and cannot be organized, its a kind of rebellion to counteract the intangible existence we find ourselves in

Religion's horizon- General. this world and the next, time and eternity, the living and the dead, celebrated as untouched by time

Love's horizon – Specific. A small world of two people, exclusive, selfish, lays stress on being unique.

