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SCS 2150 D&E
Practice Exam
Open Book Exam

Part 1: Please answer the 7 following questions

1 - Suppose a young researcher is interested in child abuse as a research subject. After a first reflection (literature review, discussing with colleagues), he comes to formulate an initial research question: 
" Is child abuse more common in families that have experienced a divorce?   " 

Can we say that his question is precise, valid and relevant from a methodological point of view? (Briefly explain your answer).

 
2 – Explain what is triangulation in a flexible strategy research. Explain why is it important. 
 
3 - A researcher who wants to measure the degree of satisfaction of visitors to a museum decides to create a self-administered questionnaire that generates a composite index with questions using a Likert scale (unforced choices). Explain briefly what are the advantages and limitations of this technique. 


4 – Transform these open questions into methodologically valid closed questions:

 
a) Do you think that women have less opportunity than men to get the education for top jobs? 

b) How do you feel about the idea of divorce? 

c) Overall what is your satisfaction level of the room service in our hotel? 

  
5 – Explain briefly what are the advantage and disadvantage of a mix-design study
 
6- A sample MUST necessarily be large to be representative. True or False? (Briefly explain your answer)

7- Explain briefly the logic behind the use of a null-hypothesis in an experiment using a random sample
PART 2: Please answer 3 of the 6 following questions

7 Explain briefly how you should examine the external validity of a multiple case study (with no random sampling).
 
8 - As part of a research project funded by the Government of Canada, A research team wants to describe the participation of Canadian soldiers in the fighting’s that took place during the Second World War. They want to meet as many Veterans as possible. They also want to obtain a set of « rich » data that describe how these people have lived through these events. What tool (only 1 tool) seems appropriate to conduct this research? (Justify your answer briefly)

9 - As part of an ethnographic research, a researcher fails to write daily his fieldnotes. What can be the consequences of this omission in terms of validity and reliability?

 
10 – You always need to get the informed consent of people you wish to study BEFORE you start collecting the DATA and WHATEVER the TOOL your using. (T/F) Explain briefly your answer
 
11 - As part of a research that aims at measuring the effectiveness of a new social rehabilitation program for young juvenile offenders (under 15 years old), a researcher decides to use observation as a technique for data collection. Identify the 2 most important ethical considerations associated with this research.

12- It is always relevant to use a causal hypothesis in your research sub-questions (T/F)?. Explain briefly your answer
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