The Creation of the divinities
The earth was not a globe, it was a flat circle (floating), on a body of water(oceanus/okeanos) 
Geocentric concept instead of heliocentric concept(earth is center)
Heaven (deitis) The dome that covers earth, the sky, it is not just up floating on the top of the sky, we have a mountain in the sky (mount Olympus) 
Earth (humans and deities) temple, worship, interaction with humans
Underworld 
a) Hades(name of the place and also the god/king of the underworld)
b) Tartaros (for sinners and dark forces) sinners committed sins against the gods, they are tormented
Map: North and South border inhabitants have more contact with god (paradise land) 
Hyperboreans (white) 
Ethiopeans (faces burnt because of the sun)
· They have the best life, no sickness, no old age, when theyre bored they just jump off the cliff
Hesiod (around 700BC) poems: 
· Theogony (cosmogony/the birth and descendants of gods)
Not very artistic, but its an account, story
· Works and Days
He was very disappointed in his brother, who basically stole his inheritance
Hesiod wanted to teach him the right way of behaving
He refers to different stories of creation to teach him
Hesiod’s Theogony (The call to the muses)
· Vase, with a muse on it 
· There are 9 muses
· Each of them protects an art
· They also inspire 

She gives to the poet memory, the ability to recite well, and to perform
Spirit, to breath (she is a spirit)
· The mother of the muses is memory 
· Staff (all speaker and orators etc held them while speaking)
· Laurel associated with wisdom


The first elements
· Chaos was born first
· Gaia (earth)
· Tartaros (dark place, roots of the earth, underworld)
· Eros (love, the force of attraction, creation)
· Chaos (a chasm, a yawning abyss, an opening, you pronounce it to represent what it is said, mouth opening)
Earth (gaia, ge): the source of all knowledge, life, and death
· Female goddess
· She was imagined that she had all the wisdom
· Because she knew about life and death, she had powers
· SYMBOLS: snake and tree (the cycle of life, fertility, regeneration, knowledge)
**the snake became the symbol of temptation (eventually)
Offspring of earth without a consort, she creates three divine elements
· Earth -> sky (ouranos) + mountains (ore) + sea (pontus)
She decides to take one of these creations, and mate with him 
Offpring of earth and sky
· Earth + Sky = 3 Hecatonceires, 3 cyclopes, 12 Titans (oldest Okeanus, youngest Kronos)
· 3 hecatoncheires (100 hands creatures, Kottos, Gyes, Brianes)
· 3 cyclopes (the divine smiths. Names: Thunder, Lighting, Brightness- they construct the weapons for the gods)
· Confusion: Cyclopes in theogony, and Cyclopes in odyssey (ignore the odyssey version for now)
The story of castration
· Ouranos kept the newborn children in Gaia’s body (they are born, they just remain in gaias body)
· After giving birth to 18 children, she needs to devise a plan to let her children free
· She searches in her body and she finds the hardest material she can find 
· Adamant: somebody hard (Diamond) and she created a sickle
· She said to her children, heres a sickle, castrate your father, no one wanted to do it except for Kronos
· Kronos took the genitals, and threw them behind him 
· Ouranos then ceased to exist, we don’t hear of him in the myths anymore
***When something divine falls, there is creation 
The Blood from Uranus falls into the earth and springs:
Furies, Giants, and Melian Nymphs
· The Furies (Erinyes)
Something mad, ferocious, crazy 
Ferocious female spirits 
Their role is to avenge the wrong, especially those shed kindred blood
Act as guilt, they are your guilty conscious, they follow you around and make your life miserable
Theyre like old females, hags, terrifying, very hard to appease
**The tragedy of Eumenides, the furies torment orestes .. etc
· The giants (the sons of ge/gaia)
Theyre really big
They sprung out of the ground, however their names and their myths relate them to forces of the depth of the ground and movement of the ground (earthquake, eruptions, volcanoes etc)
· The Nymphs (not many stories about nymphs)
The spirit of death
From the Genitals within the sea 
· Aphrodite 
She who arose from sea foam 
Goddess of sexual desire, the goddess of beauty, love, marriage etc 
**a central theme in greek myth: the destructiveness of sexual attraction
Eros/Eris (the forces that bring things together/apart, opposites attract)
In Homer, Aphrodite is the daughter of Zeus 
Two stories for her, sometimes they intertwine
Some common motifs
· Creation from a divine part.. when it touches the earth/water: Fertility
Nothing falls in vain 
Whether its blood, tears, skin, etc 
You touch earth: creation
· Looking Taboo: it is prohibited to see a divinity or a divine action 
Human eyes cannot and shouldnt able tolerate a performance of divine action, so you must divert your eyes (example, Kronos threw his father’s genitals behind him)
Something bad will happen
UNLESS: the deity or divinity is permitting the person to see the act
**compare with the biblical story (Lot and the destruction of Sodom)
· The motif of the separation of the earth from the sky
Usually the earth is portrayed as a female, because shes a big womb who creates
As the divine elements separate, a more ordered cosmos comes into being 
Succession of Power
Ouranos and Gaia
      |
Kronos and Rhea (Titans)
      |
Zeus and Hera (The Olympians)

The Story Of Child Swallowing
· Earths prophesy: kronos will be overpowered by a son. 
· Kronos swallows his children as soon as they were born, just like his mother had happened to him
Kronos and Rhea, their children
Hestia, Demeter, Hera, Hades, Poseidon, Zeus (girls were born first)
· All of them swallowed except zeus
· Rhea’s trick, she visits mother earth and asks for advice, rhea secretly gives birth to Zeus in Crete
· Rhea takes a rock and dresses it in baby clothes and gives it to kronos, and he swallows it
Similar structure of the 2 myths in theogony (slides)
Zeus 
· Birth and Childhood in Crete 
· Mount dicti and the dictian cave where zeus was born 
· Zeus was entrusted to the nymphs
· The goat Amalthea (provided him milk and honey) 
· The horn of plenty (cornucopia)
· The aegies and Capricorn 
· Wanted to play with the goat, but snaps the horn by accident
· He creates a magic horn to praise the goat (the horn of the goat amalthea)
· The other thing he did to honor the goat, he places it up in the sky
· Aegis (the skin of the goat, means safety and abundance) and he created a cape, cannot be pierced by arrows 
· Athena wears the aegis



Birth and Childhood in crete 
· Zeus and the Kouretes (young men, demigods mostly)
· Reflection of an initiation ritual and cult in a crete
· Rituals are group bonding
· The young person would become a very functional useable member of society
· Very common to take boys of a certain age, take them to a remote place and train tehm 
· In initiation stage, apart from the training and fighting, they have rituals to create the filling of community, under the protection of a god 
Zeus Has Grown up
· When zeus grows up, dethrones his father
· Zeus gives Kronos and emetic potion and he releases his swallowed children
· From the opposite order (Rock, Poseidon, Hades, Hera, Demeter, Hestia)
· Zeus is now the leader of the universe
The succession of power type of myth 
Motifs: 
· The fear of losing power by a son (through a prophecy)
Unsuccessful attempts to bypass the prophecy by getting rid of the baby 
The son (an outcast) will obtain revenge as an adult and establish power

His father was not the only one he had to fight, titans, giants, typhoeus, metis, Prometheus, revolt of gods of olympus
**his power is always on the edge, must protect himself
Titans: The Titanomachy (battle of the titans)
· Titans vs Zeus and allies (Olympians and gods and goddesses, Cyclopes, hekatoncheires, the oceanid styx and her children – zeus freed the Cyclopes and heka so they help him)
· Battle takes place in Greece, mount Olympus (Olympians) and mount orthrys (Titans)
· Titans were vanquished, hurled beneath the earth
Styx (daughter of okeanos) Styx’s children (Victory {nike}, Zeal {zelos}, Power {kratos}, Force {Bia})
· The oath of the gods 
· Underwater lake, or river under the earth
· The power of water
· The place where god take oaths 
· When the divinity makes that oath, it cannot be taken back 
· If the god breaks the oath then something beyond terrible happens 
The Gigantomachy 
· Olympians against the giants 
· The role of herakles (hercules)
· When mother earth gets mad at zeus, she sends the giants
**the gods cannot win if there is a human involved and they are not on the same side
Sleep is the twin brother of death
The gigantomachy from the Great Altar of Pergamon (example in politics)
· The giants or the titans signify barbarians, and the Olympians are good 
· In Athens when you have the battle of the giants against the gods what it signifies is the battle of the greeks versus the Persians
Zeus against Typhoeus
· Earth and tartarus = typhoeus/typhoon 
· Typhoeus was defeated with all sorts of tricks
· Subtiranean winds
Zeus and Metis (the same as Kronos, prophecy of son being more powerful)
· Metis, an oceanid (the daughter of Okeanos)
· Metis: wisdom, cunningness
· The “succession of power” type of myth”:
Prophecy of metis
zeus’s fear of being overpowed
bypassing the prophecy by swallowing metis 
And this time he is successful!
· Athena is born from his head, from the womb of Metis 
· He gave birth to her, and somehow he stopped the prophecy 
· He ate Metis, he ate wisdom basically
· He also gave birth through his knee, to Dionysos
Similar structure of the 2 myths in Theogony (see slides)
Zeus marries: Metis (wise), Themis (justice) Mnemosyne (memory) Eurynome (graces)
Children: Athena, Seasons & Fates, Muses, Graces (Same order as wives)
Zeus represents the leader of a more orderly universe, where natural forces are settled and where light, justice, and wisdom prevail 
Zeus: Jupiter/Love in latin, he represents The Sky Father, The Ruler

Powers on Nature
· The Storm God (Zeus) 
A supreme ski god associated with weather phenomena, especially rain
-humidity: the vital element of life
Zeus’s titles: The cloud gatherer, the lord of lightning, the lord of rain 
SYMBOLS: thunderbolt and the eagle, symbols of regal and punitive power
His signs and messages (eagle)
Powerful and strike from afar in great speed (eagle)
Powers on human society:
· Protector of the family 
(father, protector, savior)
· Guardian of law and order, giver of authority and justice 
(the counselor, the law giver, the oath protector) 
· Protector of guests and suppliants: A special relationship between the host and the guest. Hospitality is a sacred bond
· XENIA (Xenios, Zeus)
The descendants of Night
· Nemesis: the goddess of retribution, the punisher of hubris
She punishes improper behaviour 
· Hesperides: they are in the dark, the nymphs of the west
They guard a sacred tree, theres a dragon too (but will talk about later)
· The fates (Moerae) 
Portrayed as 3 weavers 
Represents thinking and planning
Clotho (Spinner)
Lachesis ( The allocator)
Atropos (irreversible)
**
You are born, the spinster begins the thread, the allocator will decide how thick and how long, atropos will snip the thread
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