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LAWS 4303 A - Drugs, the User and the State Summer 2013
Kourosh Farrokhzad

Lecture 2 ( class starts/ lecture 1 was an intro class no lecture given)

Economic determinist cannot boil everything down to economic equality 

Kissinger and Nixon 

Shift the focus away from systems (marxist) system economics, adding the individual applying a post-modern social movements move away (ex: FLQ)

Macro level doesn’t look at the individual micro


Article pg. 127.

	Its the individual accepting that these systems exist 
	
	Society’s need = soil, seeds, labour, eduction by family- family provides skills to 	produce
	Tools = technology 
· community has to have an ideology have to buy into it

All of this is designed for the purpose of production the idea is to constantly produce why huge fetish for reproduction/laboring/ ?

Extortion = company earning a lot of money and paying employees a fraction of the price 
Marxist believe there is the super elit that uses the state to control us = state is repressive 

Minimum wage is for the system = enough to keep you alive and engage in the economy 

It depends on what people are willing to accept have to accept idoloy 
That the state is here for our benefit 
Creates political legal, ideology 
	Creates economy 


Rrepssive  State apparatus vs

Police, Courts, Prisons, Army Govt, Admin 					



Ideological 
education, dicisipline hearty, skill set, strata -> natural,normal canada mosaic vertical mosaic
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Lecture 3 

Recap construction of state 

·  Super structure - ideology feed into legal system if you have poor nation will look 		different if have rich nation
· State is oppressing us through labour for tiny super elite ( could be corporations or bourgeoisie)   
· Most influential are the ones who set outside the system is the corporations; influence government, policies, lobbyist, lobbyist must now tell who they are due to laws under obama administrations and Harper. 
· Not elected through democratic means we don’t have democracy; illusion to make us feel that their is democracy 
· System is extracting its systemic not individual extracting or labour for us to feed into illusionist industry 
· Conduits for the super elite Obama president of the USA and Harper PM Canada 
· Family values is the heart 
· Do not go out in the street and protest 

·  Political System
· Ideological apparatus of political system b/c all political parties work in the system and accept the system there is not different part of NWPO going to enact anti terrorist act may be slightly different cant oppose the system of constraction cant over throw system 
· Fidel Castro sill can’t deny system 
· Political system to give us the feeling of choice our votes are useless. Go in and slush ballot 

·  Communication 
· Manufacture and consent - Noam Chomsky bad the Media 
· Totalitarian culture in a free society - mass media exist in order for us to have opinions, manufacture our consent 
· Kind of news you get are what works for the elite 
· When its important to manufacture outrage they will do it 
· Just bombard you with the same image 
· No matter if you pick the Global male vs other new outlet stories are picked and chose
· n for us.
· We believe that we our free unlike control states like iran we can get what ever news we want 
· Weapons of mass destruction? Lie 
· Mass media hates Unions; make people lazy, only 35 hrs a week 
· Trade unions are part of brainwashing 
· Respecting the law that is actually oppressing us b/c accepting the tools of of negotiations 
· Collective bargaining rights 
· Cultural Icons: celebrities and athletes 
· We celebrate inequalities thats what helps reproduce the system idolize wealth, competition and success 
· Culture is not just sports 
· Googles tax avoidance is called capitalism says chairman eric shcmidt 
· Why is apple buying back shares 
· American Dream = class mobility have to subscribe to the structures / work hard core of it is labour the higher you work the higher you succeed 
· Subscribe to the sick person ideology 

· The prize itself is an illusion our dream is couched in its existence 

Dangerous vs Safe Drugs 
	How do we see drugs as dangerous 
	3 political assumptions (1) some drugs are dangerous vs some are safe why a political assumption: go on to compare drugs some are legal and some illegal deemed by the law political how we see drugs (2) some are drugs therapeutic some are not 
3) drugs should be handled by specialist  

Moral movement = mormons 
Asian - Immigration , Asians working railroad and smoking opiate came in w/ drug addiction, performing the most dangerous job 

Asian look different, different religion, people parliament believed in forced sterilization of the disabled, problem w/ addiction, addiction chinese have different what Cdns. Have with the asians more looked at as a characteristics 
	Start hearing reports 
	White women found in chinese optimum dens 
Advocate that asian should not be settling in vancouver end of parade smashing windows 
Trash stores in china town which are owned by asians
	What happens 
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Lecture 4 

After grate depression unload devastating things of capitalism on the developing world. (1953) Iran OPIC 


· Orgins of prohibition opium in Cdn. There was a few things happening
· Asian immigrants settling in Cdn cities especially in vancouver b/c closer to china and railroads 
· They brought into Cdn habit of opium use 
· Target of a lot of racism 
· Parade happens and Asian store fronts are vandalized 
· Minister of Labour Mckenzie King 
· Long running PM managed to balance interest of french and english 
· World War 2 bad experience 
· Sent to give reparations to Asian business to figure out whats going on in the labour frame work 
· Interviewing different communities b/c white women found in opium dens 
· Never wanted opium in country b/c it was due to the british empire bring in the drug 
· We don’t want opium anymore we left China to Cdn for a better life worse part of the asian community ( drug addicts) 
· How do we get rid of people you don’t like? Deportation? Criminalized behavior of opium and any person who does it will be deported b/c they are the only ones who are here on flimsy grounds 
· There was an International movement for opium to expand markets of opium consumption in 1900 to criminalize drug 
· First country was Australia that banded substance the very countries that promoted drug turned around and started criminalizing it. 
· Cdn Mckenzie King get accolades for saying first district to band Opium 
· Americans follow suite 1930’s band marijuana b/c of Latinos 
· This is due to racial attitude and “power” 
· Satisfied moral reformist ( get what they want get what they want banded a sinful behavior is banded) 
· Satisfy people in the labour world b/c job is protected 
· Professional class satisfied b/c China town developed 
· Just an expedient thing to do satisfying members of asian community b/c don’t want to see opiums in community 
· Wasn’t being banned due to danger b/c an efficient way to get pop’ out of country 
· Their were some groups against legislation: Industrialist b/c getting rid of hardworking community 1908, 1909 and 1911 revised (p.s. 70) list 18 offences with trafficking 
· When 1920 revised again by agitation 
· Lawyers upset at b/c Courts take away right of appeal b/c it would grant instant deportation 

Moral panic 1908 women caught in Asian opium dens 
Mods 1950s 
	People are subject to periods of moral panic person(s) presented in stereotypical fashion by mass media

Murphy 
	The great drug menace photo of asian man with long nails steam coming out of ears 
	Worried about White female addicts 
	Drug use opposed serious issue against white race
	Accused doing the drug behind closed doors 
	Drug behavior as 

R. V. Khan [2004]/ R.V. Curry [2005]
	Looking at trend of arresting individuals 
	What purpose to identify races ( if aboriginal subjected to different sentencing0 

Kersten article police “doing their job?”
	Over policing in certain areas where minorities are 
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Lecture 5 

Race Space and the Law 
	How racial categories are constructed through racial legislation 
	If drug prohibition was about science wouldn't be linked to so much issues of race 

Vancouver/British Columbia/ Rural Areas 

Aboriginal population 1900s goes into morality movement 
· Treaties been entered into 
· Had reservations  
· All reservations were dry 
· They were not allowed to consume alcohol w/ the exception: renounce their status loose ability to be on reservation and settle in the cities 
· Theme is drugs as a form of control, most aboriginals do not do this 
· Problem w/ mixed race indians half breeds 
· Rabid Proof Fence 
· Assimilate not integrate 
· Taking children and adopting them to european families 
· Policy justified b/c they believed to need to protect aboriginal people from themselves, moral justification can’t materialist approach from the government. 	 
· White european men w/ aboriginal women 
· If your blood was diluted a (mixed race) loose status no rights, good for government would assimilate believed first nation women would marry white man and leave the reservation DID NOT HAPPEN. A policy to eliminate race.
· Fatherless kids occurred that looked european not all of them looked mixed race looked completely white no status legally live on reservation but shouldn’t be there.
· They can purchase alcohol b/c they have no status 
· Mixed race kids identify life w/ reservation being home 
· Purchase alcohol and bootleg it and carry it the reservation for consumption 
· Early examples of prohibition in the Canada 
· Sending out sherifs to patrol inside reserves no impact doing this consumption still continues due to complex socio economic issues 


Legacy of failed policy 

Opium act 1908 revised until 1920’s cocaine added, marijuana(1930s) solution for unwanted for mexican immigration 
First nations 

Article begins in 1986 


Nixon originally coined the term with “War on Drugs” 1960’s 
	hippies marijuana and LSD these parties were in party of piece love and war opposed 	to his war on Vietnam the draft 
	Ratcheted up penalties on being caught w/ drugs dismantles the hippie movement 
	Hippies now considered ‘pot heads’ no longer piece love and no war 

War on Drugs continued by Regains evils of drugs and Nancy regain just say no 
	Cocaine enters 
	Crack new drug in town 
	Real disturbing media about consequences of drug
	Users: blacks, hispanics, lower income drug being done in inner cities 
	Attracts poor b/c it cheap 
	Was a ploy of making America good again 
	Passes legislation quickly 
	Certain stories of women who are crack addicts and pregnant at the same time 
	Regain more riled up wanted to stop Cocaine, Crack, Heroin and Marijuana (b/c   	makes people lazy)
	Stop drugs on a moral basis 
	Is he successful? No Failure Criminalized a big segment of population, increase state 	cost 
	War on drugs still continuing some changes are happening not on state level, some macro developments
	Major power grab by Regain; policies change the face of American political scene 
	If you were caught crack was more penalties than cocaine b/c its more dangerous 
	Trying to eliminate rehabilitation program 
	They go in as users become indebted to people in prison become more tied into the 	criminal system come out skilled criminal 
	Regain will look like a hero by ratcheting up sentences more prisons needed p. 102 Prison capacity complex. Prisons from profit economic stimulus 
	Minute your caught going to jail 
	Bill C10 in Cdn no cooperation is going to have empty cells 
	Year after year these private prisons must show a profit to share holders 
	Starting in new york sate 
	Racical desperation in prison systems 6/10 of african american males will be in jail

	Private vs public prisons 
	 
	Programs to keep guys productive doing tech support for del working in industry 
	Leftist agenda develop skills you can get a job after you serve your time but has a criminal record 
	Lower end jobs 
	Why would Del hire a ex con b/c they can go to the prisons and get it for a faction of the price 
	Diminish life chances 

Mike Harass changed the welfare 
	Welfare handout on money do not want to improve life chances 
	Call it workfare 
	Skills an issue 
	Do not want to hire welfare cases don’t want workfare or welfare recipients problem 	w/ industry. Business do not want to sign up 

Life after jail 
	You’re older harder to get a job, addiction still going on 
	Marriage breakdown 
	Life in a cycle 
	Go back to drugs never really left drugs rely on it again for reasons from before 
	Revolving door 
	California 3 strikes law for simple drug possession as long as its a felony 
	Family breakdown 
	Gangs became more famous after war on drugs 
	Encouraging this activity ( gangs) indirectly 

HIV/AIDS
	1990 
	Aids were rapid in prison 
	Major problem going after crack addicts 
	Who use intervenes p.109 
	Denying medical care and programs seems like genocide on minorities 
	Now they can’t deny medical treatment 
	Convicted felons lose the right to vote 
	P.113 disenfranchised of voters 
	Algore and george bush 
	Election stolen by drug prohibition act made by republican party 14 years ago 
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Lecture 7 

	Colorado decriminalized marijuana
	Marijuana will be taxed 25%
Adults can grow up to six plants 
Morality and Regulation on Drugs is not always in synced   
Harm reduction stance is not 

Chemical addiction and habitual addiction 
	Habitual addiction - 

Will only help the middle class whites `	 
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Lecture 9 

Most users support habit from trafficking 
They include weed as a usage of bodily harm 
Residential area using property from a 3rd party going after renters ( health and safety) 
Low income people usual are renters 
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Lecture 11 

The problem with decriminalizing is organize crime 
Organize crime 
Challenge think time 
Prohibition rise of Capone they legalized alcohol

Organize crime only goes away if legalizing 

Is the problem production or demand only if 
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Lecture 12 

Anarchist voluntary community 
	Not essential a bad thing challenges the government rules.


· Had presentation to complete so no lecture
· 2 Lectures missing due to professor having an emergency 

