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The Theoretical Ideas of Du Bois 

A) Theoretical Orientation 
1] Theory and Society 
–Du Bois never mentioned an overcalling theory of society 
–Du Bois worked was quite difference from the work of Marx, Durkheim, and Weber 
Du Bois much more interested in developing theory that focused on specific issues and problems in society and because of that his work was similar to the work of Simmel
 2] Theory and Research 
–not interested in deduction [ not interested in taking theoretical ideas and testing them against imperial observations] 
–was interested in induction – begin with theoretical observations then make theoretical ideas 
3] Theory and Practice 
–Du Bois did not distinguish between theory and practice – he wasn’t interested in theory 
Du Bois was interested in developing Sociological Theory as a way of advancing political practice – thought that theoretical ideas make it possible to understand social reality and once we understand social reality was can move toward social change 
4] Theory and Interests 
–connected theory to his interests in racial inequality, race relations, and social change
early in his career he thought that theory derived from research could destroy the ignorance on which racism was built - would alter the beliefs and attitudes 
economic interests shaped class and race relations 
view that theory had to provide the bases for more drastic political action – had to provide the bases for the revolution 

B] Empirical Studies 
1] The Philadelphia Negro: A social Study 
ethnography – form of field research – involves providing descriptions of people and culture
-he interviewed blacks in 2,500 households in Philadelphia 
the aim of the study was to try to develop theoretical ideas that countered existing theoretical ideas about the circumstances surrounding blacks in the united states 
2] Existing Theoretical Ideas 
tried to challenge theoretical ideas of white social theorist and white social historians 
these ideas suggested that there was something wrong with blacks… argument was : that the unfortunate economic position of blacks was explained in terms of the supposed inferiority of blacks –that inferiority justified segregation 
was argued that freed slaves lacked the skills, the experience, and the intelligence to make wise choices and to take advantage of the new economic opportunities that freedom brought 
3] Du Bois’ Study
a] Empirical Data 
-Du Bois found that blacks in Philadelphia had steadily improved their lives after they were given emancipation in the late 1700s 
-upon being freed they started churches, classes, and small businesses … they also entered the trades and even the professions 
Du Bois did find evidence of various problems experiences by blacks [for example – run down housing, high crime, illiteracy, unemployment, excessive alcohol use, broken homes, etc]
Du Bois found that these kinds of problems were only a relatively small number of blacks who experienced these problems 
b] Causal Factors [THREE LISTED BELOW]
-Du Bois argued that the problems experiences by some blacks stemmed from the organization of society rather than racial inferiority 
[1] Causal Factor : LEGACY OF SLAVERY
legacy of slavery limited the opportunities of many black immigrants from the south 
north was industrialized [factory work – black immigrants were not prepared for work in the industrialized north]

[2] Competition for Jobs 
competitions between blacks and whites for jobs in the north- limited job opportunities for blacks 
blacks had to seek alternative means of employment – started as servants or maids [ pretty similar to slavery still ] 
[3] Racial Discrimination 
Du Bois contested the claim that racial discrimination was essentially the reaction of whites to the poverty, unemployment, and crime  they saw amongst blacks 
Du Bois argued: that racial discrimination was in large part the actual cause of a lot of these problems . blacks were in these situaitons because of the racial discrimination 000 pushed into poverty and crime… 

THE THREE CAUSAL FACTORS ARE SOCIAL FORCES – having to do with the structure of society – they led to a feeling of hopelessness among some blacks 
C] Class Distinctions 
Grade 1 – blacks who were earning enough to live well.
Grade 2 – Made up of the working class – living in comfortable conditions 
grade 3 - the poor who struggled to make an honest
grade 4 - living – made up of the lower class of criminals
· Du Bois found that there was a grade 1 and grade 2 
D] Social Change 
-Du Bois argues that there needed to be social change – called for blacks to protest against prejudice injustice and miss treatment 
- called from blacks to make greater effort to bettering themselves and better educate their selves and their children 
Accrd. To Du Bois – whites needed to recognized how their treated of blacks lead to these conditions 
4] Reaction to the Book 
– received largely positive reviews 
–scholars praised how social and economic conditions  and racial discrimination affected the social circumstances of blacks 
C] Autobiographical Memoirs 
[1] The Souls of Black Folk
[2] Key Concepts 
[The Veil] (concept) suggested that blacks and whites could see each other while also being separated 
[Double Consciousness] (concept) – being both black and American – blacks have two souls . being black and being American 
how did he see overcoming double consciousness - could be overcome by merging the black world and the American world – while maintaining the strengths of both – this actually foreshadowed morn ideas about multiculturalism 

D] Later Work 
themes connected to the idea of Karl Marx 
Themes in Du Bois Work 
[1] .... GLOBAL EXPLOITATION 
global exploitation of blacks through colonialism {practice of acquiring control over another country , occupying the country with settlers and thirdly exploiting the country economically ]
Britain and France - engaged in colonialism around the world 
british and french colonies established in africa 
marx’s influence comes through very clearly in Du Bois work
Du bois agreed that capitals exploit workers for profit [ Marx ] – Du Bois went a step further nd argued that whites exploit blacks for profit 

[2] Class and Race
marx thought that the working class would eventually come to see its interest in over throwing the working class ..
Du Bois argued that working class white people would be more inclined to align with the interests of the white people in the capitalist class 
 

Sociology - 0030004 63 0m

A heortct orentation
1 Theory and Socey
00 s never mentanes s ovrcling theary fsocty
ou i worked s s derence from he werk of Mo,
DU Bos much more st n deveeping thory it
focused anspecic suesand roiems n socty o0
oecaue o tht i vork s Sar  th work of S
+ 21 Thaory ana Researeh
rot st nGeducn (o tarested i aking
rcretcn e and tsting e st I
avseratons]
s e n nducion - begn wih hesrsal
31 ey and proce
et nersted n ory
50 B ws etested i ceveloping Socelogicl Treory 2.5
Idess make 1 possie 1o understand sl raity and ance
e undarstond s ety s can move towrd 31
) Theary and ncrests
ol i i arr o thgn it thcey dertved rom
Dult - wadaerthe el and ates
e hat ey hd o prvid th e for more st
Dot sctan 12 o rovida o bases for the revouten




