Roberts and Grossman Chapter 4: News Media and the Criminal Justice System

a. The public view of crime is distortedpeople believe that crime rates are going up, that most crime is violent, that sentencing is lenient, etc.
b. In reality, most murderers are convicted, and most receive a life sentence
c. Most victims of violent crime are in the lower social classes
d. If the media reflects the world today, it uses a funhouse mirrorit focuses on violent crime more so than other types
2. Elements of Newsworthiness
a. Characteristics of the Offence
i. To be worthy of coverage, a crime must meet a threshold of devienceviolent crimes are most likely to do so
ii. Not all violent crimes are equalmurder is more likely to attract news
iii. Offences of sexual nature also get much coverage despite being rare
iv.  In Canada, murder is often seen on news, despite being less than 1% of violent crime
v. “New crimes” such as drug offences, child sexual offences, carjacking, and marijuana growing are also often found on the news
b. Characteristics of the Offender
i. Crime stats show that most offenders are young, low-income males, while news reports emphasize crimes by older, more affluent men
ii. Crimes committed by women also receive disproportionate coverage
iii. Media overemphasize very young offenders as well
iv. Celebrity crimes are also overemphasized 
c. Characteristics of the Victim
i. Media are more likely to report stranger-on-stranger crimes, even though most crimes involve people that know each other
ii. This is to make offenders seem like “predatory outsiders”
iii. In reality, less than 10% of female homicide victims are killed by strangers
iv. Gang violence also receives much attention, even though most violent crime is not committed by gangs
v. Media try to focus on victims that are more “innocent”
d. Characteristics of the Sentence
i. Relatively research on media reporting of sentences
ii. Media typically report rare sentencesones that are unusually lenient
iii. There was a study that people are more likely to consider a sentence lenient if they read the news article about a trial, than if they read the judge’s court documents and reasons for decision
3. Factors affecting determinations of Newsworthiness
i. Why do the media value these elements?
b. News Values
i. Important news valuenews that is new, rare, and unusual
ii. Therefore, everyday property crime is not considered news, except possibly in small towns
iii. Property crime will not receive news coverage unless its unusual, like the theft of famous painting from a Paris art gallery
iv. This is why female violent offenders are also focussed onbecause they’re rare
v. People want to hear about more unusual things
c. Organizational structure
i. Journalists work in a high-pressure environmentmust learn about a case and write a story in one day
ii. Problemjournalists are not always experienced with the criminal justice system
iii. Because journalists often receive information from police and official sources, they will often write stories that will make the officials look better
iv. Officials play a big role in what the media will cover
d. Impact of the Media
i. The media coverage of crimes gives the public a more punitive outlook on crime
ii. Media highlights lenient sentencespeople believe there is a connection between high crime rates and lenient sentences
iii. This causes decreased public respect for the courts
e. Conclusion
i. All in all, media distorts public views on crime
ii. If judges made more of an appearance in the media, perhaps they could make coverage less biased
iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]It’s up to people to filter through media coverage
