CRM1300 – Reading: Grossman Ch. 1
· Criminal Justice in Canada has a complex system of checks and balances
· Judges guided by the principle of proportionality – ensure that the severity of the sentence imposed reflects the seriousness of the crime
Models of Criminal Justice
· Crime Control: this model stresses the importance of controlling crime and favours providing criminal justice professionals with considerable powers for responding to crime
· Concerned about protecting rights of the accused and following correct legal procedure
· Due Process: this model limits the powers of the criminal justice system to prosecute accused persons
· If the state is not subjected to some limits, society may become intolerable because people will be subject to constant surveillance and police interventions
· Due process advocates want power limitation on the state to protect the individual rights of people and to ensure that their rights are not compromised
· Onus is on the state to prove that the accused is guilty in the due process model, accused does not have to testify to prove their innocence
· Crime control model suggests that the accused should testify to prove their innocence, as it is the only way to get the truth
· Due process provides innocents with strong defence against false accusations
Public Opinion and Criminal Justice
· Many see the system as over-lenient and biased towards the offender, but this is often false
· Media also portrays the legal system as having lost confidence, but surveys conducted in 2002 say that there was a 13-14 point difference in favour of the satisfaction of the justice system in these surveys
· Systems like the health care and education system are directed towards one goal: improving the well-being of the individual, whereas the legal system has multiple parties that it has to accommodate  
· Justice system is primarily to promote public safety and impose appropriate punishments, not to help victims
· Prosecution and judges must act in favour of the public opinion, which leads to higher approval ratings in military personnel, doctors and nurses over lawyers and judges
Confidence in Branches of Criminal Justice 
· The public has different levels of confidence when asked about specific branches of the legal system
· More citizens believe that the police are doing a good job as opposed to judges, who have the lowest rating
Explaining Variations in Confidence Levels
· The public is more sympathetic towards crime control than due process
· Equally intolerant of obstacles to prosecuting defendants 
· Judicial system can make two types of “classification” errors
· Can convict innocent people
· Can acquit guilty parties
· Convicting innocent parties considered much worse than acquitting the guilty
· More people favour a system that gives police and prosecutors significant powers rather than a system that follows safeguards to maintain due process
· Judges follow the due process model more closely, which is why they may garner less support
· Members of the public are less sympathetic and familiar with the elements of justice, which equals lower support for the prosecution and courts
· Public confidence is higher with the police because of the fact that they are more publically seen as opposed to lawyers and judges, who are hidden from the public most of the time
Punishment and Prevention
· Canadians support prevention of crime over punishment of crime, which is opposite of what the media portrays
Public Knowledge of Criminal Justice
· Public Perception of Crime Trends
· Public believes that the crime rate is always going up, regardless of the actual statistics
· Public also believes that a majority of crimes are violent crimes, where in reality they are a small percentage of crimes
· Sentencing
· A majority of Canadians believe that sentences are too lenient where they also believe that increasing the severity of sentences will deter crime
· Such a small percentage are actually sentenced that it would not reduce crime very much
· Case attrition: cases drop out of the criminal justice system
· Use of Incarceration as a Sanction
· Statistically, Canada has higher incarceration rates than those in most countries
· Most of the public believes that the incarceration rates are lower than most countries
· Corrections
· Much of the public opinion on the incarceration life believes it is an easy one, most of the public unaware of the high assault, homicide and suicide rates
· The public also believes that putting inmates into a more hostile, harsh environment would deter them from reoffending, however, it would have very little or no effect on the rate of reoffending
· Parole Grant Rates
· Most of the public believes that too many inmates are offered parole, but less than half the applications for parole are approved
· Must convince the parole board that release would help the rehabilitation process
· Success Rates of Parolees
· Public tends to believe that parolees often commit offences after parole, but in reality, the failure rate of parolees is quite low
· Cost of  Incarceration versus Supervision in the Community
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Much of the public believes that it is relatively cheap to house an inmate in a penitentiary, but in reality, it costs over $80,000 (4x what the avg. Canadian thinks) to house an inmate at a penitentiary for a year
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