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The Sociological Imagination

What is Sociology?
· HM 51… call number at morriset
· Ever-changing field. 
· From Latin Socius (social, being with others) and the Greek Logos (word, reason, science): The scientific study of society. 
· The systematic study of society and human interactions. 

What do Sociologists do?
· Teach
· Write books
· Looking at the population:
· *Notice social patterns: things happen differently to people depending on social classifications. 
· *Investigate and challenge commonly held assumptions. Like to debunk false beliefs and perceptions. 

- Sociology enables to better understand the world we live in
- Helps us better understand ourselves and others
- Makes you a better person, a better intellectual. 
- Sociology introduces us to a distinct point of view called the sociological imagination.

Sociological Imagination  (C. Right Mills)
· The ability to see the relationship between personal experiences and the larger society
· In order to understand of our own life chances, we need to become aware of the surroundings, and the location of sociology in history. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Enables us to understand how seemingly personal troubles (depression) are actually related to larger social events and trends (market crash..), making them public issues.  
· If you’re the only Canadian out of a job, it is a personal problem, if there are thousands of Canadians out of a job it becomes a social problem.

Coffee: A Purely Private Matter?
· Implies a cultural setting
· Socially significant
· Socially Acceptable
· Socially available
· Implies extensive social division of labor and complex social organization

· Social patterns are guiding even your most personal behaviors. 

Why some people should stay away from sociology
· Questioning our taken-for-granted assumptions can be troubling to some people. 
· Things are not what they seem
· Social reality has many layers of meaning
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