
GUIDELINES – TERM PAPER - POL2101D
 
The goal of the essay is to provide a clear, concise response (argument) to the research question that is backed by rational consideration of the evidence. 

Your response (argument) should be summarized in a sentence or two - the thesis statement. The thesis statement should appear in the first paragraph of your essay. 

You can assume an educated reader. Do not spend more than a few paragraphs providing background information. Focus on providing information that advances your argument.  

While the balance of the paper will defend your argument, you should also acknowledge the counter-argument and seek to demonstrate that your argument is superior.

The essay should be 8 to 10 pages (plus bibliography and title page), double-spaced, 12 pt Times New Roman font with standard margins. Remember to include a title page with your name, your student number, the date, the course number, my name and your TA’s name. 

You should use the APA reference style. To learn more about this style of referencing, you can consult the following document:

http://www.sass.uottawa.ca/writing/kit/reference-apa.php

A minimum of 4 academic sources must be cited in your paper.

Questions

1- Alberta and Saskatchewan, while neighbors, have had very distinct historical trajectories. While Saskatchewan was the birthplace of the CCF (later NDP) and adopted the first universal health care program in Canada, conservative political parties have mostly governed Alberta and scholars have presented its political culture has significantly more conservative than the rest of the country. How can we explain the historical differences between the two provinces? Is the political culture of the two provinces still very different today?
 
2- Some scholars have argued that the Canadian federation is much less centralized than the American federation? Is this the case? If so, why is the Canadian federation more decentralized? If not, why is it more centralized? Make sure to provide clear evidence about both federations to sustain your argument. 
 
3- The representation of women in the Canadian House of Commons is not only low in comparison to other OECD countries, it is also much lower than in the Canadian senate. What explains the lower representation of women in the Canadian House of Commons?

4- Contrary to countries like Great Britain and Australia, Canada’s left political party, the NDP, never managed to become one of the two dominant political parties. What explains the lack of success of the NDP at the federal level until the 2011 election? 
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