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Supreme court decision this Friday at 9 am:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Attorney General of Canada v. Downtown Eastside Sex Workers United Against Violence Society et al. (B.C.) (33981)
· Issue: who has standing – and therefore entitled to bring forward charter challenge cases to the judiciary for consideration 

Women’s socio-economic location:
· Income
· Earn 71.5% of male wage
· 41% of women in non-standard labour arrangments
· Poverty
· 19% of canadiian women live in poverty
· Labour force location
· 70% of women in teaching, health, cherical, sales and services

Neither determined nor free:
· Socio-economic location:
· Economic resources, labour location, Gender roles and expectations, social status, social expectations, political power, beauty imperative…
· Constraints (and privilages):
· Economic, social, personal, political + ideological (knowledge )
· Conditions (of possibility)
· What is doable 

Resistance:
· Definition:
· The tactics, strategies and practices persons employ to assert agency and contest the conditions and/or implications of their position
· Theoretical roots:
· Foucault’s power as a relationally-realized negotiated dynamic
· Study of:
· Peoples struggles to further their interest and exercise agency within the context of the oppression and lack of choice that characterizes their situations
· Resistance take form of:
· Individual/collective
· Passive/violent
· Everyday/exceptional -> Not shaving leg
· Limits of resistance:
· Not all acts resistance (intent, meaning, subjectivity)
· Capacity to resist shaped by gender however not all women are equally positioned
Appreciate that:
1. Violence that is not just interpersonal
2. Violence is determined by factors other then just gender

Intersections and layers:
· Intersectionality: how diverse biological, social and cultural categories including gender, race, class, ability, sexual orientation, and other axes interact and contribute to systematic social inequity
· Oppressions within society - such as racism, sexism, homophobia and religion – do not act independently of one another. These forms of oppression are mutually constitutive
· Intersecting oppressions create and maintain systems of privilege and disadvantage that play out at the micro and macro levels

Privilege… the invisible knapsack (from White privilege checklist)
· As a white person…
· I can do well in a challenging situation without being called a credit to my race
· If a traffic cop pulls me over or if my tax return is audited, I can be sure I haven’t been singled out because of my race
· I can take a job with an affirmative action employer without having my co-workers on the job suspect that I got it because of my race
Privilege of being heterosexual…

Sexual orientation:
· Homophobia
· Heterosexism
· Social and family exclusion
· Marginalization
· Bullying
· Invisibility
· Suicide
· Denial of jobs
· …

Class location:
· Structure
· Economic marginality
· Labour site danger
· Culture
· Perception
· Cultural capital and implications for justice
· Violence of the street

Violence is mediated by social location
· Vulnerability to violence
· Forms of violence (self-inflicted, Interpersonal, institutional, state…)
· Strategies and tactics available to resist
· Access to resources to mitigate

Aboriginal women:
· History:
· Colonism
· Residential schools
· Disruption of roles
· Socio-economic location:
· Community Well-being Index:
· Housing
· Income
· Labour market activity
· Education
· Health
· Racism
· Resistance

First nations Canadians
Community well being index
· Housing
· Income (poverty)
· Labour force activity
· Education
· Health
· Equity by 2041 (maybe)

Racism – Plays out in:
· Public harassment
· Stereotypes
· Social indifference
· Police non-engagement
· Lack of political will
· “refusing to keep track of the numbers of our sisters and daughters who have been murdered gone or missing is just another way of ignoring this tragedy”
· Gwenda Yuzipappi whose of 19 year old daughter went missing in 2005 and was found murdered in 2008

Resistance:
· identity politics
· Challenging stereotypes
· Through writing and creativity and reclaiming

Finding Dawn:
· What is it about Numbers?
· Why does the narrator begins and ends the film with the question “what is it about numbers?” Was she successful in moving beyond the numbers?
· Stereotypes that aboriginal Women face
· What role do systems, laws and institutions play in the construction of stereotypes? How do stereotypes become believable?
· The faculty of Canada as a colour blind society. What divisions are presented in the film? Are the divisions based upon stereotypes?
· Resistance and constraint
· How do Aboriginal women resist in the video? How do systemic restraints…
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