Sexual Assault - October 2nd 2013

Vaw in the news 
R.1.S.E. app
React, Intervene, Support and educate
· This mobile application will empower bystanders to identify, step-in and help put an end to potential violent incidents involving women before they occur.  John Craig

Difficult to get numbers on sexual assault because people don’t like to talk about these experiences ¼ will experience sexual assault in their lives (very few occur by strangers)

Competing explanations
· Individual (psy)
· They put it down to the individual - They are sick individuals, they have a mental problem. 
· Biological (positivism)
· Almost a form of natural selection that men want to reproduce and that rape is in some way an evolutionary adaption.
· Men are driven by their sex drive and cannot help themselves.
· Socio-cultural (feminist)
· Sexual assault is an outcome manifest form of socio cultural content – Rape can be understood within the social construct of men and women 
· Rape prone societies – Fairly common (patriarchal societies)
· Rape free societies – Fairly rare 
· Rape is social problem because it affects societies

Rape free versus rape prone societies
· RAPE PRONE SOCIETIES
· Sexuality understood in terms of men overcoming female resistance
· Sex as rite of passage for men
· Patriarchy 
· Warfare
· RAPE FREE SOCIETIES
· Women’s autonomy and ownership of body
· High respect for reproductive capabilities
· Relation to nature is one of respect not exploitation/domination
· No different value assigned sex specific tasks
· Female or male and female deity

Feminist point of departure
· Challenge biological and psychological explanations
· Rape is 
· Violence (not sex)
· Not about sex because then it would be about pleasure
· A cultural artefact 
· A social problem
· Rape is about power not sex
· Mobilize
· Public education and targeted sensitization
· Law and criminal justice reform
· Grass roots support

Public education and sensitization (i.e. Rape Myths)
A lot of deconstructions around rape myths to challenge what people know
· Ex: 
· General; In a dark alley at night
· Victims: Young, wearing scandalous clothing
· Offenders: Racialization component, class, creepy
· Consider the myths used in relation to rape (re offence, offender and victim) - where can we locate them within socially constructed gender?; gender relations? sexuality?
· Many women lie and cry rape?
· Myths play into peoples experiences of the assault because they believe it too

SOME EFFECTS OF SEXUAL ASSAULT
· Immediate effects often includes	
· Denial 
· Disassociation:
· Self-blame
· Not reporting event - embarrassed
· Anger
· Women who are victims almost immediately deny it
· Wonder if it fits the model. But he’s a nice guy, he’s my friend, we were on a date?
· Longer term effects include
· Rape Trauma Syndrome
· First feeling frequently feeling dirty, humiliation
· Diminished self-worth, lack of confidence; heightened fear
· Changes in personality and activities
· Flashbacks
· Problems around sexuality
· Social effects include
· Loose partners
· Changes in relations with family, lovers, friends
· Stigma 
· Change jobs, homes, etc.

RAPE/SEXUAL ASSAULT LAWS
· Before 1983
· Rape 
· A male person commits rape when he forces a woman who is not his wife to have sexual intercourse
· Needed to be a male, victim needed to be a women, it needed to be intercourse
· Also required cooperating evidence
· Assumption that women would lie, so they didn’t want to ruin a good mans life solely based on whether a women is lying or not
· 1983
· Sexual Assault 
· 1. Sexual assault (summery or indictable conviction up to 10 years) [CC 271]
· Covers a wide range, could be a fine up to 10 years in prison
· 2. Sexual assault with a weapon  (up to14 years) [CC 272]
· Either has a weapon or threatens with a weapon
· 3. Aggravated sexual assault (up to life) [CC 273]
· +
· Rape Shield Law (introduced in 1983, revised in 1992. upheld by Supreme 		   Court in 2000)
· 

Significance of sexual assault laws
· 1. Image of women 
· Why only about vaginal rape? Because they related it to reproduction
· 2. Language 
· 3. Husband’s access 
· 4. Gender neutral
· 5. Concept of consent tightened
· She consented till proven otherwise, but it changed to you have to prove consent was given
· Accept the honest but stupid defence (I honestly believed she consented)
· In 1983 it became a reasonable person (would a reasonable person believe she consented)
· 6. Corroboration
· 

Conviction requires three components
· 1. Sexual
· 2. Force
· 3. No consent
· Revised in 1991 from honest (even if stupid) belief to reasonable belief

Rape Shield Law
· The trials were about the women and their sexual history
· If you were engaged in any promiscuous behavior prior to 83 you had no chance of winning till they brought in the rape shield law in 83
· A women’s sexual history with people other then the accused is irrelevant
· Modified, now must keep to a minimum the amount to which they bring the past into account (must talk to the judge first and have good reason for it)
· Response to feminist critique
· Rape is about sex
· Re-victimized in court
· Discourse of ‘fallen’ woman
· Also
· Desire for increased reporting of SA

Other criminal justice considerations
· Reporting practices
· Most people don’t report
· ‘Founded’ by police 
· 31% of cases reported to the OPS are unfounded (sexual assault did not occur) 2.6% of all other crime are unfounded
· Explanation? Women in Ottawa are very malicious and making accusation...?
· More likely, police are calling them unfounded when they are actually not.
· If they do not have enough evidence they could call it not clear not unfounded…
· The ones that police don’t like to deal with is when it relates to strangers
· When women have mental issues more likely to be unfounded
· If the women cries it is more likely to be founded
· Charging practices
· Conviction rates
· 1/6 will be charged
· Sentences
· Half get sentenced

Intersections and access to justice
· If a woman lives in a poorer neighbourhood, a rural area or on a reserve, if English isn't her first language, if she's reporting about a man with any social privilege, or if she has none, then she is more likely to have her case labelled unfounded. "Our biggest problem,…is women are not taken seriously when they report and are immediately questioned as to their integrity.
· Lee Lakeman

Underlying assumption to approaches
· Even though we identified it as social we continue to see individualistic responses showing that women are responsible bouncing back to the idea that rape is about sex not power, which is wrong
· The idea that women are responsible naturalizes sexual assault
· Individualistic
· Traditional
· Empowered
· Take self defense courses and watch out for yourself, be constantly aware, walk assertively
· Situational Approach
· Based on the situation (turn the lights on)
· Criminal Justice Approach
· We’ve had decent laws, but it hasn’t seemed to make a difference
· Societal Approach 
· We need recognition of women to change this, we need to make change before we solve this, show women are equal and this may stop


Grass roots feminist intervention
· Offer:
· Front line support
· Counselling 
· Advocacy
· And much more

Police stations have victim representation now…
· When a victim of sexual assault calls they forward them to that specific person

Sexual assault is simply an assault on someone as a sexual being
· Example: inappropriate touching

Video: the invisible war
· How does the video ‘make sense’ of rape in the US military?  
· What mechanisms would address the issues identified in the video?
· How do the individuals resist? Can we think of them as victimized but not victims? Why/why not?
· What is your emotional response to the video? Why?
· Could this sort of situation happen in Canada? Why/why not?
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