Philosophy January 23rd

-Gods are like diamonds
-Humans are like vines

Emotion vs Reasoning

Socratic Wisdom- The apology
Plate, Socratic Wisdom, 11-19
 
The Trial of Socrates
Topics
1. Charges
2. Socrates explanation of his relentless questioning
3. The result of this resentless questioning
4. Why he will continue his relentless questioning 
5. The Afterlife
The Charges 
-Impiety
-Corrupting the youth

The accusation
-Socrates is an evil doer
-makes physical investigations: like the Pre-Socratic materialists
-Makes the worse appear the better cause and the teaches the aforesaid doctrine to others: like the Sophists: mentions Aristophanes
-materialism; denying the existence of the god=impiety
-Sophistry=corrupting the youth

Sophistry
-Socrates asserts that he does not take money
-Mentions other well known Sophists ( Gorgias, Hippias) who wander from city to city , persuade the young, ask a fee

Explanation of his relentless questioning
-Went to a man with the reputation of wisdom, a politician
-Examined him: questioned him
-The man was thought wise by many
-The examination showed he was not really wise
-Could not answer Socrates’ questions or , in answering, tied himself up in contradictions


The God at Delphi
· Chaerephon ( a friend form his youth) asked the oracle if anyone was wiser than Socrates
· The oracle ( The Pythian) replied : no man is wiser
· Socrates says he finds the oracle’s assertion to be a great riddle
· Socrates says he knows nothing; he says he has no wisdom
· But the god cannot lie
· Socrates was baffled; what could the oracle mean?

Questioning
-Continued this process with others with pretensions to knowledge
-Could he find someone wiser than himself
-Could he show that the oracle was wrong
- No, He could find no one with real wisdom
-Everyone he asked could not answer his questions or when answering him contradicted themselves up in logical knots 

Result
1. Socrates made many enemies by embarrassing those who could not answer his questions ( the enemies of Socrates came to call him a corruptor or misleader of the youth)
2. Rich young men would flock around him ( they liked to see the pretensions of their elders exposed) ( Began imitating Socrates)
3. Socrates realized that neither he nor those he questioned knew anything worthwhile

What Did the Oracle Mean?
-Why is Socrates wiser?
-Socrates, at least, knows the extent of his ignorance
-Furthermore, unlike those he questions, he does not believe something false. He does not believe that he knows something when he does not.

Why Socrates Continues his Relentless Questioning
-He considers this activity to be a service to the oracle, the god
- P.16”… God orders me to fulfill the philosopher’s mission of searching into myself and other men..”
-“… while I have life and strength I shall never ceaser from the practice and teaching of philosophy…”

Socrates the Gadfly
· Compares himself to a gadfly given to the Athenians by God
· He compares Athens to a great and noble steed who is slow and sluggish because of its size
· Athens is like a sluggish horse, needs the fly to bite it to make it move and run
· It needs to be goaded into life
· Socrates’ questioning stings, maes people uncomfortable
· He lives in great poverty because he spends all his time engages in relentless questioning
Athens and philosophy
· Socrates charges the Athenians with caring only for money, honour and reputation
· He criticizes them for not caring about wisdom and virtue

Question

-What s the relationship between philosophy , on the one hand, and virtue on the other?

Socrates’ Daemon
-P.18 “ the divine faculty of which the internal oracle is the source”
-I have a divine or spiritual sign
-This began when he was a child
-It is a voice which encourages him not to do certain things

The Vote
-Found guilty; if 30 had voted him not guilty he would have been free
- The death penalty is proposed
-What does Socrates propose

Socrates Proposes a Penalty
-I have neglected what most people care about: wealth, household affairs, public office, etc.
-Went to everyone privately and conferred the greatest benefit

What is suiable for a benefactor?
-He needs leisure in order to help Athens
-Free meals in the Prytaneum ( usually reserved for Olympic victors)
-The Olympic victors make you think you are happy; I make you truly happy

Socrates is Sentenced to Death
-No tears and lementations

Socrates’ Daemon
-Socrates’ divine sign does not oppose him not.
-Why?
-What has happened may be a blessing.
-Those who believe death to be an evil must be mistaken
-Socrates asserts that his familiar sign wold oppose him if what he was to do were not right

Death
The afterlife
1. Death is like a dreamless sleep
· The dead are nothing and have no perception of anything
· This would be a good thing
· Eternity would seem to be no more than a single night
2. Death is a Change from Here to Another Place
-A relocation of the sol form here to another place
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