Feb 3rd Readings

· Lopez, I. F. Haney. (2006). The Social Construction of Race. In I. Grewel and C. Kaplan, Eds., An Introduction to Women’s Studies: Gender in a Transnational World, (52-57). New York: McGraw-Hill. 

· McIntosh, P. (1989).  White privilege: Unpacking the invisible knapsack. In Peace and Freedom, (10-12). July/August.


The Social Construction of Race

Biological Race
· Ian F. Haney López describes the way that biological arguments about race continue to be used in the legal system even though scientific research has concluded that there is no biological basis for race. The concept of race remains powerful and becomes perpetuated through legal, scientific, and political institutions.

Racial Illusions
· Talks about how the courts say that they separate race from biology but they don’t

Racial Formation
· Race must be viewed as a social construction. The process by which racial meanings arise has been labeled racial reformation.
· In this formulation, race is not a determinant or a residue of some other social phenomenon, but rather stands on its own as an amalgamation of competing societal forces.
· “Racial fabrication” – the four facets of the social construction of race:
1. Humans rather than abstract social forces produce races
2. As human constructs, races constitute an integral part of a whole social fabric that includes gender and class relations.
3. The meaning-systems surrounding race change quickly rather than slowly
4. Races are constructed relationally, against one another, rather than in isolation


White privilege: Unpacking the invisible knapsack.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Topic: Obliviousness about white advantage & obliviousness about male advantage
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