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Pages 22 – 24

Trans Feminism: There’s No Conundrum About It

March of 2012: Ms. Magazine’s blog ran a month-long “Future of Feminism” series, which was billed as “celebrating organizations and ideas that represent the future of feminism.”
· One of her articles proved itself to be much different from the others (Transfeminism and Its Conundrums”)
· Framed the movement as a controversy
· Said it was incompatible with some of the basic beliefs of feminism
· The only article she wrote that gave equal space to arguments against a feminist submovement

Rebuttal by the author of our article…

Trans feminism:  Transgender perspectives on feminism, or feminism perspectives on transgender issues. It is one of many “third-wave” feminisms.
· Rooted in the idea that there are multiple different forms of sexism that often intersect with each other, with different forms of oppression.
· Trans feminists want to challenge societal sexism and other maginalization.
· Trans feminists also focus on how trans people are impacted by institutionalized cissexism.
· Cissexism: Forms of sexism that construe trans people’s gender identities and expressions as less legitimate than those of people who are not trans (cis people).
· Linked to…
· Sex-positive feminism
· Postmodern/poststructuralist feminism
· Queer theory
· Intersectionality

These feminisms recognize that there are numerous forms of sexism…
· Heterosexism (straight people > gay people)
· Monosexism (people who like 1 group of people > people who like 2 [bisexuals, pansexuals])
· Masculine-centrism (masculine gender expression > feminine gender expression)

Society says…
“Born a male? Grow up to identify as a man”
“Born a female? Group up to identify as a woman.”
But what about transgendered people? Tomboyish girls? Gay men?
· The people in said categories conflict with our traditional gender binaries (female = woman, male = man), which is the reason why they are marginalized by society.
· This is called the “gender binary concept”
· Since the gender binary concept has arisen it has interested many activists and has become popular amongst feminists

Transmysogyny: the way cissexism and misogyny intersect in the lives of trans women and others on the trans female/feminine spectrum.
· Explains why people mostly focus on disrespecting trans females rather than trans males.

Author explains to the woman who wrote in Ms. Magazine that trans feminism is not a conundrum. Rather, it is just as respectable as the other third-wave feminisms.
She says that when she questioned whether trans women really “count” as women, she was disrespecting feminism as a whole.


Pages 14-19

Sojourner Truth – Ain’t I a Woman?

Sojourner Truth (1795-1883)
· Slave name: Isabella
· Born into slavery in New York State
· Gained her freedom in 1927, when that state emancipated its slaves
· When she was 46 years old, she felt that she had been called by the Lord to travel up and down the land testifying to the sins against her people
· Identified herself as a feminist
· Became a speaker for her cause – spoke at camp meetings, private homes, anywhere where she could get an audience.
· Attended the First National Women’s Rights Convention in 1850 – she was the only black woman there
· The following year, she took part in a women’s convention in Akron, Ohio and people weren’t happy about it.
· White women claimed that if she was included in the convention, “every newspaper in the land will have our cause (feminism) mixed with abolition (the ending of slavery)”
· This convention pretty much consisted of a bunch of men opposing the freedom of women.
· When it was Sojourner’s turn to talk, people yelled at the head of the convention to not let her speak… But she did- she delivered a speech that is still famous today.

The speech

Speech is written down in our article. Main, important points that she says:
· The men at the convention were complaining about how women need help to get into carriages, need to be lifted over ditches, etc. Sojourner opposes: “Nobody ever helps me into carriages! Ain’t I a woman? I could work and eat as much as a man.”
· The man in the back said that Christ wasn’t a woman; therefore they shouldn’t have more rights than men. Sojourner opposes: “Where did your Christ come from? A woman and a man! If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to turn the world upside down all alone, these women together ought to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up again.”

Chap 2 of article – I Am Woman

· Written in first-person by Lee Maracle.
· Until March 1982, thanks to racist ideology, womanhood for the Native woman was nonexistent – therefore it was meaningless to Lee.
· However, she didn’t like that people were treating woman as if they were nothing like it was a real thing, so she decided to speak up.
·  “Ignorance is not a crime- but when you voice your ignorance to the world as a truth, that is a crime.”
· Lee Maracle made a video for International Women’s Day in 1978
· Standing for feminism
· In the video, she states that it is irrelevant that she is a woman.
· She was pissed because some guy told her that her video was great, but she should’ve taken pride in mentioning that she was a native woman instead of ignoring the fact.
· In her view, she responded to the issues against feminism as a person without sexuality, and saw nothing wrong with that.
· “How could I resist the reduction of women to sex objects when I had not been considered sexually desirable, even as an object?”
· She then woke up one day and realized that she was a real woman. She had every right to her feelings, physical needs, emotional needs, etc.
· She realized that love wasn’t just a “white person invention”
· She could laugh, love, and fight, too.
· The dictates of racism are that: white woman > native male > native woman (also not fit to be referred to as women).
· This bothered Lee. White women only called upon them to speak if the issue was racism or Native people- never women’s rights.
· “We are slaves with our own consent. As women, we do not support each other.”
· Conclusion: Let Wounded Knee be the last time that they erased us (native women, and white women) from the world of the living. Let us all blossom beautiful and productive.
Pages 37-39

Picture Perfect by Douglas Rushkoff

This excerpt is from an article written by a man named Douglas. He talks about how all his life he has been struggling to find the perfect woman; intelligent, beautiful- someone he can have a white-picket fence with and cook whole-wheat dinners. He notices though, that he has been turning every girlfriend he’s ever had into a statistical profile. As long as the needs of script were met, his internal audience as satisfied, and the public was pleased with how this woman looked on the outside, Douglas was sure to be a happy man. But why wasn’t he?

He was looking for a woman who could prove him of his worth and identity rather than help him experience any joy or true intimacy. He was looking for a “trophy wife”, with a lack for better words. However, after he realized this, he met a woman at a conference and fell in love with her. He had an immediate sense of connection with her that made objectification impossible.

He then goes on to explain that there’s no such thing as “the one” – that is just another “image”. He says that he’s come to realize what being a man really means. It has nothing to do with not being with a woman, and everything to do with being a person who makes his own choices in life.

“When you lose the screenplay you may also lose the approval of the crowd, but you’ll be more compensated with the joy of autonomy.”
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