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What is culture? What is it made of?

Culture includes: 
The knowledge, language, values, customs, and material objects that are passed from person to person and from one generation to the next (textbook)

Culture shock:
Personal disorientation that comes form encountering an unfamiliar way of life

No cultural trait is inherently “natural” to humanity:
What is natural to our species is the capacity to create and learn cultural traits 

The components of culture (5 major)
Symbols
Language
Values
Norms 
Material objects (artifacts, tools, technology, art, etc.) 

Symbols
Anything that meaningfully represents something else to others: words, numbers, pictures, colors, gestures, facial expressions, etc. 
E.g. D – O – G 
Insider/outsider
Culture shock in Brindisi… 

Symbolic meanings: conflict and change
Vary even within a single society
E.g. the hummer 
Change over time
E.g. blue jeans

Language
Set of symbols that express ideas and enable people to think and communicate with one another (textbook) 
The keystone to human culture 

Language and the social construction of reality
Does language shape reality? 
Languages does not reflect basic reality in the same way. Words and concepts cannot be translated into another language completely (don’t use the same words) 
Do the Japanese who think in Japanese experience the world differently than us (those to think in English)
Anthropologists Edward Sapir and Benjamin Whorf:
Each language has words of expressions with no precise counterparts in other tongues
All languages fuse symbols with distinctive emotions 
 Argue French, English etc. experience different worlds 
The Sapir – Whorf hypothesis: language shapes how we think, perceive and thus experience the world 
We know the world only in the terms of the language we speak.
Since each language has its own symbols, we know the world in only the terms of the language we think/speak 
Mute/deaf people also even have their own world  sign language 
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