Eliminating the “War on Drug Users”
Psychoactive Substances
· Properties that are capable of entering blood stream and altering the central nervous system 
· Capable of, but not “will” affect
· Can affect brain (mood, perception, consciousness, cognition, behaviour)
· Affect individuals differently depending on the individual, the context, etc. 
Psychoactive Drugs
· Stimulants
· Amphetamines
· Cocaine, Meth, MDMA
· Hallucinogens
· LSD, Psilocybin, PCP
· Psychedelics ,Dissociatives, Delirients
· Educe experiences that are different than ordinary consciousness and experiences
· Depressants
· Alcohol
· Opiates
· Barbiturates 
· Cannabis
· Crosses all 3
Morality and the Law
· Moral entrepreneurs
· Coercing virtue?
· Lobby for laws that reflect their values 
· “Society is the victim” 
· Mala Prohibita
· Offences that offend certain peoples morality
· Laws that attempt to influence the quality of public morality 
· Can lead to discriminatory law enforcement practices, drain resources from other types of crime
· Prostitution, drug laws, pornography
· “victimless” crimes
· Focus on these crimes and don’t look at more serious types of crime
· Broken windows policing 
· Police can engage in activities that violate people’s rights
· Crime control and order maintenance
· Promoting certain crimes and increasing their value
· Increasing organized crime 
The “Drug Problem”
· “Drugs” = generalized category
· Opium Act
· Chinese immigrants used opium 
· Became successful 
· People picked a scapegoat and white mainstream people targeted Chinese immigrants  and their lifestyle 
· Caught with Opium – deported 
· Get rid of them or marginalize them 
· Discourse 
· “drugs” are problematic because:
· Addictive
· Extreme social costs
· Criminogenic 
“Drugs” as politically Expedient
· Goals  target specific substances
· Increasing enforcement/toughen laws
· Regroup substances as “drugs”  redefine goals
· Include many drugs so that the targeted specific drug won’t seem like it’s the only one they’re targeting 
· Attributes for some substances expand to all substances under their category 
· Erase gender and race, reinscribe fears, tout efficiency and efficacy 
Drugs as “Bad”
· What is drug “abuse”?
· Overuse?
· Physiological addiction?
· Psychological dependence?
· Use of (il)licit substance?
· A combination of all these things?
Drug Use
· Social problem?
· Criminal Justice problem?
· Health care problem?
· No problem?


Prohibition and Illicit Drugs
· Controlled Drug and Substances Act, 1996
· Possession
· For consumption 
· Trafficking/Possession for the purpose
· Exporting/Possession for the purpose
· Production
· Quantity determines what the possession is going to be used for
Myths about Drug Use
· Drug use cases crime
· Correlation 
· Crime to feed addiction
· Because they’re illegal
· Users have particular lifestyles
· Drug users come from all walks of life
· Certain drugs are naturally worse than others
· Hallucinogens aren’t addictive but they’re still illegal 
· Drugs are obtained through predatory pushers 
· Mostly get them from friends and family
Myths about Drug Use
· Enslavement hypothesis
· Drug use=addiction
· Gateway hypothesis
· “soft” drugs  “hard” drugs 
Regulating Drug Use
· Strategies
· Prohibition
· Decriminalization
· Making the possession of small amounts of some forms of drugs legal 
· Law enforcer would then be focused on more serious drug offences 
· Harm Reduction
· Certain activities that individuals have always participated in regardless of whether or not the activities have been deemed licit or illicit by the state
· Working towards mitigating the harms that are associated with participated with engaging in these activities
· Legalization
· Drugs regulated like any other commodity 
Therapeutic Jurisprudence
· Drug Treatment Courts (DTC)
· Rehabilitative punishment
· Offenders are addicted
· “sick”  curable
· Forces beyond their control 
· Commit crime  CJS
· Coercion, deterrence, just deserts 
· Coerce people to behave
· Deter from offending and from reoffending 
· People are rational 
· Can the CJS be a therapeutic agent of change? 
· Critiques
· Trying to merge two fundamentally different philosophies into this system
· Rehab and punishment 
· Therapy and the justice system 
“Tomahawk and Healing Balm”
· “Holding the threat of punishment and telling you – apply the lotion”
· Chronic disorder overcome by personal willpower, discipline
· Sense that people are self-determining 
· Should be given opportunity to take control of themselves and overcome their addiction
· Threat of sanctions
· Incarceration  new disciplinary techniques
· Motivational sanctions
· Punishment that’s going to “motivate” them
· Possibly just as punitive as jail
· Target  “lifestyle” correction
· Trying to make people more moral and more good because we’ve targeted their lifestyle as inappropriate 
· Panoptic social control – few surveying the many
“Individualized Justice”
· Function of judiciary changes
· Judge’s role changes – originally neutral, in a DTC individuals are no longer there to prove guilt or innocence (they have to admit to guilt)
· Judge is part of the team for correction, morally invested – holding the tomahawk 
· Focus on ends rather than means
· Function of defence counsel changes
· Part of the team as well instead of making sure due process is followed
Why the Emergence of DTCs?
· 500,000 people serving time for drug offenses
· 80 months is the average time served
· Political strategy
· Symbolic message  “doing something new”
· Practical effect  reinforcing status quo
· Morality code – prohibition 
· Makes us feel like we’re doing something different when we’re actually not
· Why are these individuals in the system in the first place?
Warmaking Criminology
· “war on crime”  “war on drugs”
· Emphasizes coercive punishment
· Use violence to stop violence
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Depoliticizes
