Marxist Criminology
“The history of all existing society is the history of class struggle”
True or False: Poor people commit the majority of crime in society?
· False
Someone who embezzles money or doesn’t declare all of their taxes often receives a much more severe sentence than someone who steals $1500 worth of merchandise
· False
Canadians are 18 times more likely to be murdered than to die from a work-related illness or injury
· False
Why is white collar crime not seen as a Problem?
· Not a direct victim
Law and the conflict perspective
· Laws aren’t good for everybody, but they are for people with money
· The poor tend to be targeted
· The law in both its codification and its application is not neutral but reflects the interest of and benefits the powerful segments of society
Law and the consensus perspective
· The law is the codification of dominant social values and its application functions to benefit the majority
Level of Analysis 
· Macro Approach 
· Focus on the large scale structures of society
· Critical Theory 
· Questions existing social arrangements 
Why is it that some groups in society are more likely to be labelled as criminals?
Some behaviours in society are deemed deviant because people in power are said so
Karl Marx (1818 – 1883)
· Jewish heritage but converted to Christianity
· Marginal social location 
· Not concerned with the “dangerous classes”
Social and Intellectual Context
· Industrial revolution 

Capitalist Society
· Economic system of wage-labour and commodity production for sale and profit
· 3 classes
· Bourgeoisie 
· Proletariat 
· Lumpenproletariat 
· Capitalism makes crime inevitable 
4 types of worker alienation:
· The process
· The products
· Fellow workers
· Themselves
Infrastructure and Superstructure 
· The infrastructure shapes the superstructure 
· Infrastructure controlled by ruling class so superstructure controlled by ruling class too
· Ideology 
· A set of ideas which from a coherent views of the social world and effectively govern people’s lives
· Two types of consciousness 
· Sense of common identification among members of a given class
· False consciousness
· Inability to clearly see where’s one’s own best interests life
Religion is the opiate for the masses
· Marx did not like religion 
· Thought religion was a form of false consciousness 
Marxism and crime
· Capitalist values cause crime
· Competition 
· Consumerism – everyone wants to own things, but not everybody can afford them (leads to stealing)
· Greed – never being satisfied (material goods bring us happiness)
· Individualism/Egoism 
· The Proletariat experience leads to crime: 
· Poverty (might commit crime to survive)
· Alienation
· Lack of control
· Crime Serves functions
· Divides working class
· Diverts attention
· Assigns blame to street crime
· Crime is economically useful
· Crime creates jobs (police, lawyers)
· Law is selective
· Criminalize behaviour of the poor 
· Do not criminalize/minimize the wrong doings of the rich
Ontario Safe Street Act
· Panhandlers who do so “aggressively” get fined. 
· Ironic because the homeless can’t pay the fine, so they get thrown in jail
· If homeless people are in front of stores, it discourages people from going into the store
Marxism and Criminal Justice
· Rhetoric of equality
· Coercive apparatus 
· Control of “problem” populations 
What is the Solution to Crime?
· Revolution 
· Eliminate capitalism and establish new social order
· Emergence of communism 
Critique of Marxism 
· Few empirical studies
· Economic determinism 
· One ruling class?
· Advantages of capitalism
· Idealistic
· Application
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