Psych 2031 Notes

Hanemaayer Case
· Woman who lived in area heard noises in 15 year olds bedroom
· Chased rapist out of sons bedroom
· Put together description of the rapist
· Picked him out of lineup and had evidence against Hanemaayer
· He did not commit the crime
· He was advised because of all the evidence to accept his plea bargain and take 2 years in prison
· In 2008 police figured out that the real rapist was Paul Bernardo

Kassin & Neumann
· Use a mock Jury paradigm, group of students who watch a mock trial and are presented with certain kinds of evidence
· Weak Circumstantial Evidence + Eyewitness Identification OR + Confession
· Witness = 59% conviction
· Confession = 73%  Conviction

Interviewing Suspects
· Goal: gain knowledge about the crime hopefully yielding a confession
· Cooperation: may be important depending on physical evidence

Historical Interrogations
· Shift: Physical to Psychological 
· American courts realized the unreliability and issues with physical coercion
· Reliability of confession
· Coercion concerns
· Not enough credit is given to sychological techniques being dangerous and coercive

9 Step Approach
1. Positive Confirmation – “we know you did it”
2. Theme Development 
a. Emotional Suspect
i. Build Report – make things comfortable for the suspect
ii. Minimization – Downplay the crimes
b. Non-Emotional Suspect
i. Endurance Contest – Detective has all the time in the world
ii. Maximization – Make crime look worse than it is
iii. False claims – Try to catch suspect in lies
3. Handling Denials
a. Stop Repetition of Denial
i. If the suspect continues to try and deny the crime, stop them from saying it
4. Overcoming Objections
a. Continually rejecting any and all objections/denials
5. Retain Attention
a. React to uncertainty – Try to reinforce doubts
6. Handle Mood
a. Focus Suspect: Reasons for committing crime
b. Understanding, Sympathy
c. Be remorseful
7. Create the opportunity to confess
8. Oral Confession
9. Written Confession

9 Steps: How it Works
· Attitude Change
· Positive/Negative attitude towards confession vs Denial

Concerns with 9 Step Approach
· Deceptive
· In many countries it is illegal for police to lie to a suspect
· Psychologically Manipulative
· It is really good at getting confessions, sometimes too good
· Could convince someone who didn’t commit the crime that they actually did
· Boomerang Effect
· Bluffing Can Backfire

Types of False Confessions
1. Voluntary
a. No external/police pressuring
b. Relieves guilt
2. Coerced – Compliant
a. Knows untrue, but police pressure
b. Compliance: Change behavior for gain
3. Coerced – Internalized
a. Suspect comes to believe they are genuinely responsible for the crime

Paul Ingram 
· Deputy Police Chief
· Grown daughter accused him of molesting her
· No physical proof
· When the lawyer asked, he said he didn’t, but theres no reason for his daughter to lie, if she said he did than he must have so he confessed to doing it

ALT Button Sudy – Kassin & Kiechel
· People are put in a computer lab, told if they hit the ALT button their computer will crash
· The computers were all set to crash either way
· After most students confessed to hitting the button when they never actually did
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