Lecture 8
I – Book III – Defining the citizen + city-state
II – Aristotle’s typology of regimes
***III – Arguments in favor of “the multitude” Book III chapter 11
IV – Revolution + instability: a quick look at Books IV and V
V – One means to stabilize; the POLITY
VI – Why is middle class so valuable? Book IV chapter 11
***Study III and VI together
I

· Which constitution is most conducive to human happiness?
· What is a city state?
· To understand a city-state you have to break it up into its smallest part?
· Who is politician and who is citizen?
· What defines a citizen?
· Aristotle objects to the notion that citizenship is closely tied to birth?
· The mere the fact of where one is born is not enough to award one the title of citizenship
· Also objects that citizenship should be defined by certain rights: such as the right to sue in court 
· 1275  citizen is defined by nothing more than participation in judgment and office
· Subtle endorsement of particular constitutions
· It does not matter if one is worthy of running office (stupid, etc) as long as they participate they are a citizen 
· A city is not defined by its geographic order
· Because the city is a composite, its identity will be determined by the way its various parts are organized and where power is located 
· What determines everything is who rules 1278b10
· Governing class is the constitution
· A question of political morality: what is the relationship b/w the excellence of a citizen and the excellence of a man?
· Does being part of Regime X and doing your civic duties well make you a better person? 
· Depends on the type of regime you are in. 
· There is no necessary connection.
· If you are a citizen in a “correct” regime, then there will be a strong connection b/w excellence as a citizen and man
· After having established that citizenship is good for you, he takes this possibility away from many people (aside from women and slaves): 
· Craftsmen
· Labourers 
· These people are unworthy due to being vulgar:
· Forced to spend most of their days working hard with their bodies rather than mind  vulgarity about working for a wage
· Aris believes that it is difficult for famers/craftsmen to get involved in politics  requires time, energy, education, etc.
· Pg 74 “impossible to engage in something virtuous as a paid labourer or craftsman”
·  (
Correct
Deviant
One
Kingship
Tyranny
Few
Aristocracy
Oligarchy
Many
Polity
Democracy
)Rich farmer can be in politics  has time because can hire people

II

· What determines the constitution is the number of people involved in the politics
· Oligarchy vs Aristocracy
· Pg79 (1280)  number is just accidental, not the essence of oligarchy or democracy
· What is most important at the end of the day is the distribution of wealth
· Oligarchy: rule of the rich
· Democracy: rule of the poor
· Wealth most deeply affects the way one looks at the world
· Aris raises issue of justice:
· Chapter 9: politics is about conflicts over the definition of justice
· Politics is very exciting, volatile and often bloody  because the rich view justice their way and the poor view justice in another way 
· At the heart of this conflict is the “problem of human partiality”
· Men judge badly about what concerns themselves
· Logic: Citizens of the city state are all equal in terms of their freedom
· Logic: Material goods
· Both logics are wrong to Aristotle: poor understanding to politics  purpose of living together with this type of association
· Shouldn’t matter if one is rich or poor when assigning political office
· Only matters if one has virtue 
· Money doesn’t have much to do with the virtue or merit one will have as an adult
· Justice is not about giving 
· Justice is to give an equal share of entitlements only to those who are equal in virtue
· Summary: 
· Political power should be put in hands of virtuous
· Goal of politics is to achieve virtue and happiness, not power and wealth



III

· **********Chapter 11: Aristotle and Plato part ways in assessment of people
· Several arguments in favour of the wisdom of the multitude
· Ex: Should give political authority to two wisest men or sharing it amongst ourselves
· Most of us have an average amount of virtue
· Assume that some of us are stupid in terms of practical wisdom 
· Assume that some of us are a little shitty
· Better for our community to give power to us
· Why is the rule of many a desirable trait?
· Argument 1: Potluck argument  when taking individually, we are inferior to the two smart people, however, as a group, the sum of our virtue is much greater than the two
· Just like feasts in which many contribute (potluck) is better than a chef cooked meal
· Having more contributors will produce a varied feast 
· Politics is not about singing in unison (unlike Plato (book II?))  nature of state is in plurality 
· Argument 2: Aesthetic judgment (argument): analogy b/w political judgment and aesthetic judgment  skills from music and art is transferrable to politics
· One will judge one part and one will judge another  multi-faceted judgments
· Argument 3: Pg83 Price of exclusion: those excluded become enemies
· Elitist/Aristocratic readers are horrified by giving power to poors
· Aris says don’t worry  don’t have to give the truly important positions to the inferior
· Try to make sure that the average person does not get an important job (i.e. give them boring and least-risky jobs)
· Try to remember that once mixed with the best and brightest, the incompetent people will be of a greater value to the city
· Plato thought to divide by metal**
· Art of ruling vs medicine: expert (i.e. doctor) would be best person to judge? 
· Health of human vs health of city
· Argument 4: Pg84 House user argument: architect may not be the best judges of how good a house is – person most capable of judging is one who lives in it
· Argument 5: Pg94 – Multitude is often superior to those two wise people because it is less likely to make irrational or emotional decisions (opposite of mob mentality)
· What if the city –state discovers a god among human beings?
· How should we treat him? Should we give him all the power?
· Or would it be safer to kick him out of the city because it he is too exceptional
· Ostracize (exile): good or bad? People with too much money, friends, connections, etc.
· It may be very desirable to kick this person out to make sure economic power stays balanced
· Another solution: should have laws to prevent the mass accumulation of money or power 
· Problem of virtue
· Kick out in deviant regime
· Make him king in a good reime
· When something stands out too much it ruins the whole thing
· Similarly, one family standing out in a community can disrupt harmony
· Goals of political science: study and find the best regime for all people in all times

IV

· 1. Disproportionate and sudden growth in one class
· 1303a25  too much cultural diversity is bad
· Prevent accumulation of power or wealth in one particular group
· Cultivate a general spirit of fairness
· Try to educate citizens in such a way that they feel patriotic
· Try your best to prevent corruption (taking of bribes)
· Try to make sure that the poor are not starving
· Try to make sure that the rich don’t feel irritated/unduly provoked by the poor

V

· Trust matters
· polity: a mixed regime (oligarchy and democracy) best possible regime 
· Constitution which most cities can follow
· Entrust as much power as possible to middle class (most population)
· Moderately wealthy
· Best possible citizens: neither very rich nor very poor, members of the middle class

VI

· ***Book IV: Chapter 11 + overflow into chapter 12
· Happiness means to live one’s life in accordance to virtue
· Virtue is a mean  refers to a quality or condition that is equally removed from two opposite extremes
· If happiness means an average life, then happiness seems m	ost likely for the middle class
· Connection b/w politics and virtue
· Extreme types of people tend to have difficulty being reasonable 
· Rich/beautiful = arrogant, poor/ugly = resentment  lead to war
· Middle class is neither resentful nor arrogant thus least likely to be unjust
· Middle class has the right attitude toward power:
· Not overly obsessed with power
· Wealthy: want political power bit too much
· Poor: don’t want to be abused, but don’t care about politics, too indifferent
· Political friendship will be greatly facilitated if you have a fairly large middle class
· Middle class can be friends with rich (similar life) and poor (similar issues); best of both worlds
· Chapter 12  extend on political friendship argument
· Praises middle class for serving as an arbitrator in disputes (pg122)
· Rich and poor distrust one another
· If you have a polity  less likely to have factional conflicts
· Most stable regime possible
· One reason why there are fewer factions: less overall resentment in the city (1296e  tends to be the case  more social mobility in regimes where the middle class is large)
· More legitimacy, social unity  more competent leadership

