Lecture 6 – Oct. 31
Lecture Topics
 (
Aristocracy – Wisdom
Timocracy
 – Honour
Oligarchy – Money
Democracy – Freedom
Tyrant – Unnecessary Desires
)I – The philosophers – justifying his rule + explaining + image of the ship (478d)***
· WHY he won’t rule
II – The allegory of the cave: key lessons ***
III – Plato’s source of regimes
IV – The problems with oligarchs + democracies***
· Any redeeming quality to democracy?

I
Only if Kings and Philosophers meet, you can have a united life
· Plato on opinion
· Intermediate between darkness/light (ignorance/knowledge)
· An opinion being correct is based on chance
· Plato said that true knowledge is not opinion
· Politician must:
· Have balls
· Not be chasing money
· Adeimantus annoyed:
· Agree with reasoning, can give this person power BUT:
· Why don’t people like this already in politics
· Why do they have private lives
· When philosophers get involved in politics, they drive the city into the ground
· Too much spending
· 
· Plato takes these charges seriously:
· Image of the ship*** READ THIS (487D)
· Young hipsters: listen to my simile 
· City is compared to a ship
· Ship owner (people of republic) is bigger and stronger than everyone on board
· Sailors (sophists) are quarrelling to make a revolution, but none can navigate (art of politics)
· Those who cannot navigate excute those who can
· Sailors use up resources 
· True captain must pay attention to the seasons, et al. to really be the ruler of the ship
· Shouldn’t the true captain be a real stargazer, a babbler a good for nothing  obviously a philosopher
· Democracy is seen as a threat (bad for ship owner and philosopher (could be executed))
· Why philosophers are not appreciated in the real world
· Adeimantus is told why true philosophers will appear to be useless and why he will end up staying away from politics
· Nature is not everything: great potential can turn to great good; however, always great evil (491D)

II
· Allegory of the cave*** Must read  Use image from board to understand allegory of the cave
· If one of the prisoners was released:
· Turn around, then pain (temporary blindness, etc.)
· 516B  would he rather die than go back into the cave to play the shadows game
· Chains: weight of public opinion, unquestioned clichés, conventions
· Lead us to a flase, toxic world
· The people who project spectacles onto the wall are poets (huge impact on opinion of Athenians)
· 518C  what education is about:
· Soc.  education is not putting knowledge into souls, like putting sight into blind eyes
· Education is about turning your whole soul toward the right direction
· Power to learn is present in everyone’s soul


III – Book VIII
· Plato has a typology of constitutions to install
· Plato provides caricatures of systems
· Look at character/soul/psychology of citizens 
· In Tyrant system: soul is unhappy, miserable
· Each regime is defined by its rulers and by the type of desires they have
· View text box above
· All regimes fall eventually – things eventually become unstable and need revolution
· Why?  blames it on new generations
· Humans are usnatiable in terms of desire
· One major cause  a failure in education 
· 
· Ideal regime is aristocracy  timocracy is the best possible regime
· Timocracy – eventually we will become corrupt and desire for money will be born
· As more care for wealth, few will care for virtue
· Political office should be tied to wealth (oligarchy)
· Increase property requirements, wealthy should have more power
· Oligarchy – rule of the rich, main desire is love of money
· As more and more of elite come from richer class, laws become more geared to benefitting them
· Tax, property and citizenship laws will be geared toward benefitting those in pwer
· Plato does not like oligarchy regimes
IV
· Again, Plato does not like Oligarchy regimes.
· Both Plato and Soc. Are accused of being sympathetic to oligarchs who care completely against democracy
1. High property requirements for citizenship are bad for city-state in the long term
2. Oligarchy has no unity
· Not one city but two: as we increase prop req and draw strong connections between wealth and office, we end up creating hostilities between rich and poor classes
· Almost everyone except rulers are beggars
· PROBLEM: a lot of thieves, pickpockets and temple robbers
· Need to have more law enforcement, soldiers, and prisons
· Bad policies; not even a solution  more like a symptom
· Prisons will be filled with poor people: does not say anything about the nature of those people (552D-E)
· 552E  Criminality among these groups is a result of lack of education and bad rearing  altogether known as bad constitutional arrangement
· Children of rich will become way to comfortable, fat and lazy to protect the system
· Too cheap to hire sufficient or talented enough mercenaries
· Obsession with money
· Poor are fit, tan and lean  why not give them arms and let them fight?
· Cannot trust them
· Following generation inherit the wealth, will not work for it, no virtue, cannot handle the money, and end up on the streets

· Democracy: Plato believes that this is worse than Oligarchy
· 557-560  Regime of total license, excessive freedom 
· City without rulers
· No committed people all people are half-assed
· Students start flattering teachers
· Multi-coloured city filled with different lifestyles 
· Great supermarket of constitutions
· This is bad  Plato doesn’t believe 
· Plato believes: Democracy is unnatural because equality is unnatural 
· Conformity
· Everywhere in nature a hierarchy is present
· Democracy is selfish
· Steeped in moral relativism
· Excessive freedom turns to its opposite  excessive slavery: Tyranny
· Redeeming qualities of democracy:
· 
