Lecture 3 – Apology

Lecture Topics

I- The Socratic Problem & the “trauma” of Socrates’s death. 
II- The ‘old’ accusations (Aristophanes)   
		* Socrates: founder of (political) philosophy? 
III -       The recent accusations & Socrates’s rebuttal
IV-	   What is behind the trial:  politics, religious intolerance… or a bit of both?   
V -	   Was Socrates a BAD (or a GOOD) citizen?  (Re)defining politics & citizenship. 
	     	*  Socrates as ‘gadfly’

I

The three accounts of Soc.’s death are all different
· Socratic problem
· Do not really know Soc.

Who is speaking?
· Not Plato, but Soc.!
· This is Soc.’s vision of politics
· Very charismatic, virtuous

Trauma of Soc.’s death compared to Jesus
· Influential person
· Why? Shaped beginning of western civ
· He had a choice (Soc refused to stop asking questions)
· Chose to continue and die
· Inquilab zindabad wala tashan
· Did everything for the good of the city
· Trauma = killed by people of city he loved
· Killed in democratic regime
· Presents case that democracy is bad



II

· Rich people had to pay
· Oration was very important
Soc first defends old charges:
· Soc. Is not a philosopher
· Impious
· Hubris  excessive faith in the eyes of reason
· Atheism
· 2. Soc. has corrupting words
· Presents lies as truth
· Spreading bullshit
· Sophists: travelling teachers  paid to teach rhetoric
· Obsession with power
· Soc. Refuses sophistry
· He is not paid
· Poor, not a sophist
· Only teaches people for their betterment
Pythian once said to Chaerephon, “no one is wiser than Soc.”
· Soc. To Jury:
· Cannot accept that he is wisest
· Mus test it  bugging people with questions
· Found that politicians are stupid
· Those with greatest reputation for critical thinking were found to be most ignorant
· Found poets are like prophets rather than knowledgeable
· Craftsmen have useful knowledge
· Soc. Is superior to all men except they all claim to be knowledgeable, but Soc. Knows nothing  humility

III

New accusations:
1. Corrupting the young
a. Trick Meletus
i. Soc. Makes Meletus say that Soc. Is the only adult male corrupting youth in town
ii. Says he would never do that, they would turn on him
2. Believing in supernatural phenomena 
a. Another trip
i. Challenges that God is viscous
ii. Moving toward monotheism
iii. But if Soc. teaches in supernatural matters (as per Meletus’s affidavit), and thus must believe in supernatural beings
Politics over religion
· No one kills over impiety 
· Soc. Friends with Oligarchs against democracy
· Remember, Athens tired of bloodshed from revolution, kill Soc. 
· However, Soc. Is kinda against Oligarchs
· Soc. Spent lot of time with rich because they were influential
· Soc. Not a afan of aristocratic regime
· Calls it illegitimate

IV

· For average athenian, Soc. Is a bad citizen
· Bothering/humiliating people
· He does his best to stay out of politics 
· Acts of several disobidience
· Served on council  refused to obey 30 tyrants
· Challenged traditional religious aspects
· Went against social adhesion and stability
· Good citizenship
· Gadfly
· Stay out of politics in order to serve better
· Fight for justice
· City is intolerant of critics
· Private life
Generally, Apology is the defense of philosophy and philosophical view of life.

With the creation of western philosophy and thought, came the defense of this though process
· Importance of education
· Analysis of citizenship


