Lecture 2 - Antigone
Lecture Topics:
	I –   Situating ‘the Greek miracle’ : brief historical overview of Ancient Greece. 
	II –  The functions of tragedy & possible links between democracy and tragedy
	III – Antigone’s motives (& a few words on the issue of gender)
	IV – Creon’s approach to statesmanship
		    * kerygma (decree) vs. nomos (law)   * Antigone: antipolitical or not?
	V – Creon – a tyrant?
	VI – Lessons about ruling, about politics

I 
Greek Miracle:
· Classical period: start of everything, beginning of philosophy, "true" democracy
· Myth  Tragedy  Philosophy
· Purchased at a high price: at the expense of others (slavery)
· Bronze age 
· Trojan war  Big inspiration for homer  led to tragedies by Sophocles
· Dark Ages
·  no info due to fall of Mycenaean people
· Archaic 
·  renaissance (cultural and literary)
· Homer
· Enlightenment
· Greek colonization accelerates
· Classical period
· Slavery
· Greek Miracle
· S/P/A
· Athens is very wealthy/proud
· Enter Antigone (440 B.C.)

II
Athens sacrificed 1/3 of its population for empire/greed due to war and slavery.
90 Years of Tragedy
· Origin: advanced form of lyric poetry  very vibrant
·  Linked to the birth of democracy
· Athenian democracy provided enough freedom to writers to write freely
· Method of judging by public was reflected in democracy
· Not just a form of entertainment
· First philosophical attempts to critically examine man as a moral agent

3 Questions:
1. To what extent am I in control? (own destiny)
2. Reflecting on the difficulty of rule
3. Tragedy as a means of education people about the social way

· Democracy was frightening
· Aristocrats were uncomfortable
· Incompetent people (peasants) were given power to choose 
· Tragedy answers these questions

III

· Short summary of Antigone
· Creon takes the defender’s side, Antigone’s traitor brother must be left to rot (no burial)
· Antigone invokes the family curse  appeals to her sister that their brothers are courageous  and noble
· Sister decides to obey Creon’s decree  invokes gender:  “we are women… we must obey”
· Note: Does every character give gender importance?
· Not at all
· Creon does not give gender importance  his laws are impartial
· Antigone does not give gender importance  blames her sister to be making excuses

· Why doesn’t Antigone care about being killed?
· Sense of duty (justice for her brother)
· Honour Gods  respect divine law (no letting bodies rot)
· Thinks her crime is holy  make the dead happy (spend eternity with them)

· Motives:
· Unbearable pain  suicidal
· Approach to spread love not hate
· Would not have done this for spouse or child (can get or make another) (pg. 150)
· Brother is irreplaceable
· ***Prefers dead over living 

IV

Decree vs. Law.
· Creon finds politics to be challenging, so he:
· Advocates for tyranny
· Declares, “ruling a community without seeking advice of others is foolish”  However, does not actually consult anyone
· No compromise in goals
· Cares about the city (won’t bend rules for family or friends)
· Own definition of justice (pg 131/143) 
· Kind to friends, nasty to enemies
· Must punish enemy of city (brother)  Traitor
· Honor the defending brother
· Decree  Command
· Typically comes from an authoritarian leader
· Illegitimate
· Antigone claims Creon decrees (kerygma) but no laws (nomos, divine law)
· Law (nomos)  sounds more legit
V
Piety vs. Civic Order
· Denounce illegitimacy (decree)
· Fight corruption (kind of political)
· Criticinzing elders as they are pussies 
· Regime where people live in fear
· Thus, Creon is tyrant
Creon’s Defense
· Law is equal for all
· 2nd brother was traitor  must rot
· Set examples

Analysis:
· Decree is excessive in its aims
· Rotting is illegal globally
· Penalty for disobedience is stoning 
· Tyrannical
· Decree is impious 
· Against divine law
· Antigone 
· prohibition is arbitrary
· No advice is taken from elders
· Sophocles is presenting Creon as a tyrant
· Trying to make democracy look better
· Creon’s charateristics: suspicious, proud, angry, paranoia
· Intimidation by Creon (p134)
· hubris  Antigone AND Creon
· extreme pride or arrogance
· Chorus’ take on Antigone’s Death
· Curse of family
· Pride
· Divine punishment




Conversation between Creon and Haemon on Politics
· Haemon praises father’s wisdom
· Haemon fits well within Creon’s understanding of justice
· Creon 
· Need for order (disobedience is worst
· Morality of action is not important
· Law applies to all (cannot make exceptions) 
· Silly to bend law for women
· Son says Creon’s rule is illegitimate; unjust tyrant
· Cannot rule alone  subtle endorsement of democracy
· Not shameful to learn from others when wrong
· Must be willing to ask for advice
· Creon does not want guidance (thinks he’s correct, suspicious of others)
· Shameful to listen to those beneath you
· Son replies with:
· One man state is not a state (ruler of a desert)
· Listen to people of Thebes  subtle hint that democracy is better
· Son leaves, Chorus:
· Blind man  willing to give advice
· Creon listens
· Blindman says Creon is wrong, neets to repent, don’t be a fool, greatest sin is pride + unwilling to listen
· Creon accuses him for plotting
· Lack to trust (paranoia)
· Creon change of heart when son dies?
· Too late, everyone dies

VI
· “all is lost” 
· Riches and rank are meaningless without ability to love
· Creon admits he was unwilling to listen
· Good political tule is based on humility and collective deliberation
· Complex justice
· Not tyranny and pride
